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ing the spring seasons.

West Virginia
Mid-Winter 

WaterfoWl surVey 
results

Wildlife biologists counted 
5,252 ducks and 6,262 Canada 
geese during the annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in early 
January according to Steve Wil-
son, Waterfowl Biologist for the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section.

“The number of ducks and 
geese counted this year increased 
73 percent and 44 percent respec-
tively compared to last year, and 
both are well above the 10-year 
average,” Wilson said. The in-
crease was not unexpected due 
to weather fronts moving through 
from the northwest in December.

Canada geese, mallards and 
black ducks, as usual, were the 
most commonly observed spe-
cies in the 2013 survey.  Other 
waterfowl observed include: 
canvasback, scaup, ring-necked 
duck, redhead, bufflehead, wood 
duck, gadwall, mergansers and 
tundra swans. Nine adult and 
five juvenile bald eagles were also 
observed.

The survey was conducted on 
January 7, 8, and 10, 2013, and in-
cluded portions of the Kanawha, 
Ohio, Shenandoah and New Riv-
ers as well as Tygart and Bluestone 
Lakes.

WyoMing
sage grouse 

iMpleMentation 
teaM Meets March 

20 in casper
Wyoming’s Sage Grouse Im-

plementation Team will meet in 
Casper at the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department Regional Office 
March 20 beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Agenda items are numerous. The 
complete agenda is available at 
wgfd.wyo.gov.

Public comments will be taken 
immediately after the meeting in-
troductions and during the meet-
ing per the Chairman’s discretion.

The team was formed by Gov. 
Matt Mead to address issues that 
come up with the implementa-
tion of the Sage Grouse Executive 
Order.

The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department supports the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. Every 
effort will be made for reasonable 
accommodations by contacting the 
Game and Fish at (307) 473-3400.

light goose 
conserVation 

order noW 
underWay in 

central flyWay
Hunters wanting to get a jump 

on the late winter hunting may 
wish to take advantage of the 
special light goose season granted 
under the Light Goose Conserva-
tion Order. The season is open 
in the Central Flyway portion of 
Wyoming and runs from Feb. 25 
to April 7.

Light geese allowed to be tak-
en under the Conservation Order 
include the snow, blue, and Ross’ 
goose. Game and Fish Waterfowl 
Biologist Larry Roberts said find-
ing a reliable location for hunting 

light geese can be hit-and-miss.
“Sometimes hunters will catch 

things just right and do very well,” 
Roberts said. “But they may return 
the next day and find the geese 
have left.”

For those hunters wanting to 
give it a try, Roberts suggested 
some of the walk-in and Game and 
Fish habitat management areas in 
Goshen County. “Hunters may 
also be able to find landowners 
that will grant permission,” Rob-
erts said.

Hunting regulations during 
the special light goose season are 
more liberal than during the regu-
lar waterfowl seasons. Recorded 
or electronic calls may be used and 
the bag limit is 20 per day with 
an unrestricted possession limit. 
License requirements include a 
Wyoming game bird license, con-
servation stamp and a conserva-
tion order special management 
permit. The federal migratory bird 
stamp (duck stamp) and Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) permit 
are not required.

(Contact: Al Langston (307) 
777-4540)


