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prohibited for all waterfowl hunt-
ing statewide. 

Shooting SportS 
Field day Set For 

Feb. 9 near garnett
The S.C. Department of Nat-

ural Resources and the South 
Carolina 4-H program will be 
conducting a shooting sports field 
day from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 9 at the Palachucola Shoot-
ing Range adjacent to the Webb 
Wildlife Center near Garnett in 
Hampton County.

The event will consist of in-
struction and supervision with 
a variety of archery and firearm 
shooting stations designed for 
those interested in learning about 
shooting sports. For more infor-
mation on the shooting sports 
event, call the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) Webb 
Wildlife Center, at (803) 625-3569. 
The field day is ideal for the novice 
shooter, both youth and adult, in-
terested in learning about shooting 
and hunting. Shooting experts will 
provide firearms safety training 
and individual shooting instruc-
tion with shotguns, .22-caliber 
rifles, air rifles and archery equip-
ment. 

Firearms, ammunition, targets 
and archery equipment will be 
provided for use free of charge 
at all of the shooting stations. 
Participants may bring their own 
firearms and bows if available, but 
should not bring ammunition. No 
centerfire (high-powered) rifles 
will be allowed at the range on 
this day. All firearms and bows 
must be unloaded and cased at all 
times at the event except when on 
the ranges.

SoUth daKota
gFp taKing 

additional StepS 
to redUce gooSe 

nUmberS
Numbers of Canada geese in 

South Dakota continue to exceed 
management goals and Game, 
Fish and Parks is looking to hunt-
ers for help. 

During the spring of 2012, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service es-
timated a spring population index 
of nearly 270,000 resident Canada 
geese in South Dakota.

“Our management plan sets 
the population objective at 80,000 
to 90,000 resident Canada geese,” 
GFP Wildlife Division Director, 
Tony Leif said.

In the past year, GFP spent 
more than $700,000 to reduce 
crop damage caused by resident 
Canada geese and since 2000, GFP 
has spent over $4.3 million on 
Canada goose depredation. Leif 
said that the GFP Commission 
has also taken steps to curb goose 
numbers by allowing additional 
goose hunting opportunities in 
August and September.

New this year, GFP is seeking 
volunteers to harvest resident 
Canada geese during the spring on 
locations with chronic depredation 
problems. No hunting license will 
be required to participate. A lim-
ited number of volunteers will be 
randomly selected and provided 
the necessary instructions and 
authorization to harvest resident 
Canada geese. GFP will direct 
the volunteer hunters to areas 
on private land with the chronic 
problems. Pass shooting will be 
allowed but the use of decoys, 
calls, and blinds are prohibited 
under this US Fish and Wildlife 
Service permit.

“We are looking to take this 
additional proactive approach 
to reduce crop damage caused 
by resident Canada geese,” said 
Leif. “We hope to accomplish 
this by reducing localized goose 
numbers and by inducing geese 
to move away from these problem 
areas,” said Leif. “We will also be 
conducting a detailed evaluation 
of this approach to determine its 
effectiveness in Canada goose 
management.” Geese harvested 
during this spring management 
will be eligible to be donated to the 
Sportsmen Against Hunger (SAH) 
Program to feed hungry families 
across South Dakota.

Interested volunteers can 
register for the opportunity to 
participate at the following web-
site: http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/
volunteer-hunter.aspx.

Volunteers will need to log-
in and select “Canada Goose 
- Spring” and then choose the 
county where they would be will-
ing to participate. Volunteers may 
register between February 22 and 
March 8, with the harvest begin-
ning in late March.

For more information, volun-
teers may contact their local GFP 
Division of Wildlife office (http://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/contacts/
contact-wildlife-offices.aspx).

tenneSSee
yoUth QUail 

hUnt SchedUled 
For march 2 in 

lynnville
A quail hunt for youth ages 

10-16 has been scheduled for 
Saturday, March 2 near the Giles 
County community of Lynnville. 
The hunt is sponsored by the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 


