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other migratory birds.
Richardson, who surveyed 

western areas of Oklahoma, said 
he counted fewer ducks and geese 
this year than he has in recent 
years. His preliminary numbers 
this year are about 40 percent less 
than his survey results from last 
year.

Richardson said what he saw 
on his survey flights was “pretty 
discouraging,” with poor habitat 
conditions across western Okla-
homa. He said when food and 
water are not plentiful, the area 
will not hold waterfowl for very 
long. He speculates the ongoing 
drought along with milder weath-
er conditions have conspired to 
keep many migratory birds from 
stopping over in, or even reaching, 
Oklahoma.

Neal surveyed eastern areas 
of the state, and his observations 
were mixed. Overall, though, Neal 
said waterfowl numbers seemed 
to be below average. A few areas 
he surveyed were holding a near-
average number of ducks, where 
the habitat conditions were close 
to normal. But many reservoir ar-
eas were in poor shape, with great 
expanses of bare ground due to 
lack of water.

During last year’s mid-winter 
aerial survey, Wildlife Department 
surveyors both in aircraft and on 
the ground counted 293,175 ducks; 
364,106 geese; 1,532 coots; 6,680 
sandhill cranes; and five swans 
in the state during the first week 
in January. And while the total 
numbers from the latest survey 
are not yet available, it’s a safe bet 
that fewer ducks and geese were 
counted this year.

Oklahoma’s Department of 
Wildlife Conservation has teamed 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in surveying waterfowl 
populations for decades. The 

mid-winter aerial waterfowl count 
conducted in January each year is 
one of the oldest wildlife surveys, 
dating to the 1930s.

For the survey, teams of pilot-
biologists and observers em-
ploy aircraft to crisscross North 
America at tree-top level, count-
ing the number of ducks, geese 
and swans, and assessing the 
quality and quantity of wetlands 
and breeding areas, while ground 
crews cover additional areas. 
The survey flights are conducted 
within a one-week period, weather 
permitting, across the U.S. so as to 
minimize any double-counting of 
migrating birds.

These surveys are a model of 
partnership-driven conservation. 
Analysis of the survey data helps 
determine the status of North 
America’s waterfowl popula-
tions and plays a significant role 
in formulating annual waterfowl 
hunting regulations for the season 
to come. Surveys such as these are 
vital tools that guide decisions of 
waterfowl managers throughout 
North America.

 
PENNSYLVANIA

2013-14 HUNTING/
TRAPPING 

SEASONS RECEIVE 
PRELIMINARY 

APPROVAL
The Pennsylvania Board of 

Game Commissioners today gave 
preliminary approval to hunting 
and trapping seasons and bag 
limits for 2013-14 license year. 
The package includes allowing 
qualified adult mentors to transfer 
one Deer Management Assistance 
Program antlerless deer permit to 
a youth they are mentoring as part 
of the Mentored Youth Hunting 
Program.

 Hunters and trappers – 
particularly those setting vaca-
tions for this fall and winter – also 
are advised that several seasons 
will open or run about a week 
later in the 2013-14 license year to 
accommodate calendar swings – 
related to the timing of Thanksgiv-
ing – that occur about every seven 
years.

  Other modifications pro-
posed for the 2013-14 seasons 
include: changes to fall turkey 
seasons in several Wildlife Man-
agement Units; an earlier start 
to the junior and regular squirrel 
seasons; four changes to extended 
bear hunting opportunities; in-
creased daily and season bag lim-
its for beavers in certain WMUs; 
the addition of WMUs 3A, 3D and 
4E to the list of WMUs open for 
fisher trapping; and a return of the 
statewide snowshoe hare hunting 
season with a shortened season in 
WMUs 3B, 3C and 3D.

Another proposed change is 
to eliminate the extended regular 
firearms season in WMUs 2B, 5C 
and 5D. Only the Special Regula-
tions Area counties – Allegheny, 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Mont-
gomery and Philadelphia counties 
– will retain the extended regular 
firearms season.

 The public may offer com-
ments on all proposed 2013-14 
seasons and bag limits, as well 
as other Board actions, between 
now and the Board’s next meet-
ing, April 14-15, at which time 
the Board is scheduled to finalize 
seasons and bag limits for 2013-14. 

Also, the Board will receive 
staff recommendations for antler-
less deer license allocations for 
the 22 WMUs at its April meeting. 
Deer harvest estimates for the 
2012-13 seasons will be available 
in mid-March.


