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landowners who enroll and par-
ticipate receive the assurances of-
fered by the permit. The CCAA is 
designed to conserve lesser prairie 
chickens and their habitat while 
minimizing impacts that a federal 
listing would have on landowners 
in the eligible region.

“The CCAA is like insurance 
for landowners in case the lesser 
prairie chicken is listed,” said 
Wade Free, assistant director of the 
Wildlife Department. “It provides 
assurances that the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will not be able 
to add additional requirements to 
landowners.”

The CCAA is a voluntary 
program, and participation is not 
dependent on the presence or 
absence of lesser prairie chickens 
on the enrolled property. Through 
the program, landowners agree 
to perform certain habitat work 
to benefit lesser prairie chickens 
in exchange for the assurances 
provided under the Certificate of 
Inclusion.

“The Agricultural Candidate 
Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances (CCAA) reached be-
tween the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation 
is a solid step toward appropri-
ately managing the lesser prairie 
chicken on a state and local level 
in Oklahoma,” said U.S. Sen. Jim 
Inhofe (R-Okla.). “This key agree-
ment allows landowners in 14 
western Oklahoma counties the 
opportunity to voluntarily work 
with the Oklahoma Department 
of Wildlife Conservation to take 
steps to conserve the lesser prairie 
chicken and its habitat on their 
property in exchange for assur-
ances against land use restrictions. 
As Oklahoma’s state agencies, job 
creators, and land owners con-
tinue to work to address the lesser 

prairie chicken, I will continue to 
work with them to protect our jobs 
and hold sacred our private prop-
erty rights. It is my hope that these 
and other actions taken by private 
landowners and the state will be 
sufficient to prevent a listing of the 
lesser prairie chicken under the 
Endangered Species Act.”

Landowners in the following 
counties are eligible: Alfalfa, Bea-
ver, Beckham, Cimarron, Custer, 
Dewey, Ellis, Harper, Major, Roger 
Mills, Texas, Washita, Woods and 
Woodward.

The Wildlife Department does 
not issue incentive payments to 
landowners for participation in 
the program. Participation is free 
for landowners, and landowners 
may opt out at any time.

Officials with the Wildlife De-
partment say conservation mea-
sures accomplished through the 
program could even help convince 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
that a final listing is not warranted.

For more information or to 
enroll, contact one of the following 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation personnel: Doug 
Schoeling, (405) 301-9945; Alva 
Gregory, (580) 334-4459; or Matt 
Fullerton, (580) 571-5820.

For more information, or to see 
a copy of the Agricultural CCAA 
or a sample management plan, log 
on to wildlifedepartment.com.

Airborne surveys 
confirm stAte’s 

wAterfowl woes 
With another season of duck 

hunting now in the books, many of 
the state’s waterfowl hunters have 
reported a season of overall fewer 
ducks and geese, and limited to 
mixed hunting success.

Pre-season surveys in the 

northern United States and Can-
ada indicated last spring’s duck 
population was at an all-time 
high of 48.6 million birds. But the 
number of ducks and geese in 
Oklahoma during the first week of 
January appeared to be lower com-
pared to the same period in 2012, 
said state Wildlife Department 
personnel who participated in 
the annual Mid-Winter Waterfowl 
Population Survey conducted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
However, the reason for the lack-
luster season was not necessarily 
due to the overall bird population.

“This year, Kansas, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma seem to be in the 
worst shape, as far as habitat for 
waterfowl,” said Terry Liddick 
of Spearfish, S.D., a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service pilot-biologist 
who flew a survey aircraft this 
winter in Oklahoma.

The situation that hunters 
have faced this year was similar 
to or worse than what they ex-
perienced in the 2011-12 season, 
said Josh Richardson, migra-
tory game bird biologist with the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation. “It’s unfortunate 
our local conditions the past two 
years have made for average to 
below-average hunting seasons in 
Oklahoma,” he said.

Read almost any edition of 
ODWC’s biweekly Waterfowl 
Report this season, and the most 
prevalent words have been “poor,” 
“low” and “below normal.”

Again this year, the Depart-
ment partnered with the federal 
agency to conduct the waterfowl 
survey in Oklahoma. Richardson 
and Jeff Neal, a migratory game 
bird technician with ODWC, 
spend about 50 hours in two small 
aircraft as observers from Jan. 7 to 
Jan. 14, flying low and slow across 
the state to count waterfowl and 


