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OHIO
ODNR PROPOses 
Dates fOR fall 

HuNtINg seasONs 
tO OHIO WIlDlIfe 

COuNCIl 
On Wednesday, Jan. 9, the 

Ohio Wildlife Council received 
potential dates for the upcoming 
fall hunting seasons, according to 
the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR). The ODNR 
Division of Wildlife biologists 
proposed that several traditional 
hunting dates be utilized for 2013-
2014.

Sept. 1 is the proposed start 
date for Ohio’s fall squirrel and 
dove hunting seasons. Upland 
game hunting seasons for cotton-
tail rabbit, ring-necked pheasant 
and bobwhite quail are proposed 
to start Nov. 1, the first Friday in 
November. Fox, raccoon, skunk, 
opossum and weasel hunting and 
trapping are proposed to start 
Nov. 10.

ODNR Division of Wildlife 
biologists proposed that cotton-
tail rabbit hunting restrictions be 
removed in the snowshoe hare 
protected area in Geauga and 
Ashtabula counties. Remaining 
snowshoe hares are still protected 
as a state-endangered species and 
it remains illegal to kill them in 
Ohio.

Proposed open counties for 
quail hunting include Adams, 
Athens, Brown, Butler, Clermont, 
Clinton, Highland, Jackson, Meigs, 
Montgomery, Pike, Preble, Ross, 
Scioto, Vinton and Warren.

Youth upland game seasons 
are proposed statewide for two 
weekends: Oct. 19-20 and Oct. 
26-27.

Open houses will be held 
Saturday, March 2 at the state’s 

five wildlife district offices, the 
Lake Erie Fairport office and the 
Old Woman Creek Reserve office 
in Huron to give the public an 
opportunity to view and discuss 
proposed hunting and trapping 
regulations with the ODNR Di-
vision of Wildlife officials. For 
Ohioans who are unable to attend 
an open house, comments will be 
accepted online at wildohio.com. 
The online form will be available 
until March. Directions to the open 
houses can be found at wildohio.
com or by calling 800-WILDLIFE 
(945-3543).

A statewide hearing on all of 
the proposed rules will be held at 
the ODNR Division of Wildlife’s 
District One office on Thursday, 
March 7 at 9 a.m. The office is lo-
cated at 1500 Dublin Road, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43215. After considering 
public input, the Ohio Wildlife 
Council will vote on the proposed 
rules and season dates during its 
April 3 meeting.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection of 
our natural resources for the ben-
efit of all. Visit the ODNR website 
at ohiodnr.com.

OKlaHOMa
assuRaNCes 
OffeReD tO 

laNDOWNeRs IN 
Case lesseR PRaIRIe 

CHICKeN gets 
lIsteD as feDeRally 

tHReateNeD OR 
eNDaNgeReD

In November, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service proposed a 
“threatened” listing for the lesser 
prairie chicken, an upland bird 
native to western and northwest 
Oklahoma. If the proposal advanc-

es to a final listing, then additional 
federal regulations and oversight 
can apply to landowners in the 
bird’s native range that may affect 
what happens on their property or 
how it may be used.

A federal ruling is expected 
by the end of September 2013, 
and landowners in certain west-
ern and northwest Oklahoma 
counties may be eligible for free 
participation in an agreement 
that will protect what they can do 
on their land if the bird is listed. 
The newly created agreement is 
called the Candidate Conserva-
tion Agreement with Assurances 
Program (CCAA). Landowners 
with approved management plans 
in place with the CCAA before a 
final listing decision is made will 
have the guarantee of assurances 
against certain liabilities and fed-
eral restrictions in the event that 
the lesser prairie chicken is listed 
as a threatened or endangered spe-
cies. The CCAA permit is issued 
to the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
Wildlife Department will include 
participating landowners under 
the permit.

“This is a significant step 
toward securing not only long-
lasting conservation efforts for 
the species, but it also provides an 
avenue for certainty for landowers 
should the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service confirm its proposed list-
ing of ‘threatened,’” said Gary 
Sherrer, Oklahoma secretary of the 
environment.

Enrolled landowners and 
Wildlife Department biologists 
will collaborate on a wildlife man-
agement plan specific to the prop-
erty enrolled, which may include 
efforts such as red cedar removal, 
fence marking and grazing man-
agement, among others. In return, 


