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Program began in the early 1900s. 
In the early days, pheasant eggs 
and chicks were distributed to 
farmers and rural youth. Today, 
day-old chicks are available at no 
cost to participants who are able to 
provide a brooding facility, a cov-
ered outdoor rearing pen, and an 
adequate release site. Approved 
applicants will receive the day-
old chicks in April, May, or June. 
No chicks obtained through the 
Day-Old Pheasant Chick Program 
can be released on private shoot-
ing preserves and all release sites 
must be approved in advance by 
DEC and must be open for public 
pheasant hunting opportunities. 
The program is funded through 
the State Conservation Fund from 
license fees paid by hunters, trap-
pers, and anglers.

Daily care is necessary to 
monitor the health of the birds 
and to ensure there is adequate 
feed and water for the rapidly 
growing chicks. The pheasants 
may be released beginning when 
they are eight weeks old and no 
later than Dec. 1. Individuals in-
terested in these programs should 
contact their nearest DEC regional 
office (please refer to offices listed 
below) for applications and addi-
tional information.

In 2012, DEC distributed 
42,408 day-old pheasant chicks 
to qualified 4-H and sportsmen 
applicants. Applications must be 
filed with a DEC regional wildlife 
manager by March 15, 2013 

Upstate snow 
Goose HUntinG 

seasons Re-opened
Rulemaking Filed to Allow 

Hunting from October 1 through 
April 15 Annually

State regulations to expand 

the special snow goose harvest 
program in New York have been 
amended to allow hunters to take 
snow geese during a special har-
vest program from now through 
April 15 in upstate New York, the 
New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC) 
announced today.

This special harvest is in ad-
dition to the regular hunting 
season which runs from October 
1 through January 15. Previously, 
the special season would not have 
opened until March 11. DEC filed 
a Notice of Emergency Adoption 
and Proposed Rule Making with 
the Department of State on Janu-
ary 23, 2013, and the changes took 
effect immediately.

“Extending the snow geese 
season is just one more way Gover-
nor Cuomo and DEC are working 
to expand opportunities for New 
York’s sportsmen and women,” 
DEC Commissioner Joe Martens 
said. “We encourage the hunting 
community to take full advantage 
of this opportunity.”

The expanded special season 
will increase hunter opportunity 
to harvest snow geese through-
out the winter and early spring, 
when they are most abundant in 
New York. The special season was 
established in 2008 to help reduce 
environmental damage caused 
by the overabundance of snow 
geese in eastern North America. 
Snow geese are an arctic breeding 
goose species that reached record 
high population levels in North 
America in recent years - from 
approximately 50,000 birds in the 
1960s to more than one million 
birds in recent years.

Wildlife agencies, ecologists 
and environmental organizations 
have expressed concern about the 
impacts that overabundant snow 
geese are having on arctic ecosys-

tems, coastal wetlands and agri-
cultural crops. In response to those 
concerns, federal hunting regula-
tions were liberalized in 2008, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) adopted a conservation 
order allowing states in the Atlan-
tic Flyway to implement special 
snow goose harvest programs in 
addition to its regular hunting 
seasons. Based on guidance from 
USFWS, DEC decided to have one 
continuous season this year.

The special season includes 
a bag limit of 25 snow geese per 
day. Hunters are also allowed to 
use electronic calls and unplugged 
guns, shotguns capable of holding 
more than three shells, when no 
co-occurring open season exists 
for other migratory waterfowl. 
The special program does not 
include Long Island because rela-
tively few snow geese occur in that 
region of the state during spring.

For more information about 
Snow Goose Season or other mi-
gratory game birds in New York, 
visit the DEC website.

noRtH dakota
MidwinteR 

wateRfowl sURvey
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in early 
January indicated 159,000 birds 
were still hanging around the 
state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said an esti-
mated 123,000 Canada geese were 
observed on the Missouri River, 
and another 2,100 were scattered 
on Nelson Lake. Lake Sakakawea, 
declared frozen over on Dec. 26, 
had only about 100 geese near 
the Garrison Dam intake struc-
ture. Szymanski said after sum-


