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Although the area is called the 
Petroglyph Tract, it is not believed 
to have had petroglyphs on the 
property.

The funding for the purchase 
was provided by the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund 
(MNRTF). The Michigan Land 
Trust Fund (MLTF) program was 
originally created in 1976 to pro-
vide a source of funding for the 
public acquisition of lands for 
resource protection and public 
outdoor recreation. Funding is 
derived from royalties on the 
sale and lease of state-owned 
oil and gas rights. This program 
has evolved over the years to 
become the MNRTF, which has 
now provided over $800 million 
in funding for approved projects 
and purchases and has become an 
example of an extremely success-
ful partnership between industry 
and conservation.

Maps of all state game areas 
can be viewed on the Michigan 
DNR website at www.michigan.
gov/dnr by choosing the “Where 
Can I Hunt?” link under “Hunt-
ing & Trapping.” New state land 
acquisitions, most of which are 
open to hunting, can be found on 
the same webpage by choosing the 
“New Public Land Acquisitions” 
link under “Land.”

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

Michigan’s 2012 
hunting season 

safest in five years
The 2012 hunting season saw 

only one fatality in the 15 inci-
dents reported to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, 
making it the safest season in the 
last five years. While there were 
three fewer incidents reported in 
2011, there were five fatalities in 
that year.

“We continue to emphasize the 
importance of the hunter orange 
law, knowing your target and safe 
firearm handling, and how they all 
are key factors in having a safe sea-
son,” said DNR Law Enforcement 
Division Chief Gary Hagler. “We 
also continue to encourage men-
tors to work closely with youth 
hunters to teach them safe firearm 
handling skills. One incident this 
year involved a hunter under the 
age of 10.”

The incident involving a fatal-
ity in 2012 occurred in St. Clair 
County on September 20 when 
a coyote hunter reportedly shot 
and killed another hunter in an 
apparent accident. There were no 
hunting incidents reported in the 
Upper Peninsula in 2012, com-
pared to three in 2011, including 
one fatality.

A total of three hunting in-
cidents involved minors as the 
shooter, with the youngest being 
six years old. The six-year-old 
was unloading his firearm when 
it discharged and unintention-
ally struck his father causing a leg 
wound.

Michigan hunting incident 
statistics for the last six years are:

2012: 15 incidents with one 
fatality

2011: 12 incidents with five 
fatalities

2010: 14 incidents with three 
fatalities

2009: 18 incidents with two 
fatalities

2008: 22 incidents with two 
fatalities

2007: 32 incidents with two 
fatalities

Hagler credits Michigan’s 
hunter education program with 
Michigan’s low rates of incidents 
over the last few years.

“There is no question that 
hunter education saves lives and 
reduces injuries,” Hagler said. “It 
is incumbent that anyone consid-
ering hunting as a recreational 
pursuit completes a hunter educa-
tion course with one of our highly 
dedicated volunteer instructors.”

For more information on Mich-
igan’s hunter education, visit 
www.michigan.gov/hunteredu-
cation. Summaries of Michigan’s 
hunting incident reports can be 
found at www.michigan.gov/
conservationofficers.

Minnesota
2013 spring light 

goose action 
begins March 1
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) re-
minds interested participants that 
the spring conservation action on 
“light” geese (snow geese, blue-
phased snow geese, and the small-
er Ross’s goose) will open Friday, 
March 1, and run through Tuesday, 
April 30, again this spring. 

The action is allowed under a 
federal conservation order which 
permits the take of “light” geese 
during the spring. The conserva-
tion order season is in place to try 
to reduce the population of snow 
geese and Ross’s geese that breed 


