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numbers began to increase. 
“These birds are an excellent 

conservation success story,” said 
Ed Miller, nongame biologist for 
the Kansas Department of Wild-
life, Parks and Tourism. “They 
have rebounded from a popula-
tion low of 73 birds in the U.S.” 

Although similar in color to 
the other swan species native to 
North America, the tundra swan, 
the trumpeter is larger and has a 
distinct horn-like call, making it 
the loudest of all swimming birds. 
Tundra swans are more numerous 
than trumpeters, but winter along 
the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts and are uncommon 
visitors in Kansas. Trum-
peter swans also have all 
black bills, unlike tundra 
swans that have a distinct 
yellow spot on their bill. 

“A 30-pound, long-
necked bird with an 8-foot 
wingspan that moves with 
grace is a memorable sight,” 
said Miller. He added that 
more sightings of this bird 
are predicted for the near 
future as trumpeter swan 
numbers slowly increase. 

RESERVE YOUR 
CAMPING SPOT FOR 

2013
Online reservation system al-

lows reservations up to a year in 
advance 

If you’re making plans for 
next year’s state park fun, you can 
reserve your favorite campsite or 
cabin up to a year in advance, be-
ginning AFTER 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 16. You can also purchase 
your 2013 permits and licenses 
beginning Friday, December 14, 
2012, and all issuances will be 

valid through the rest of 2012 and 
all of 2013. 

Camping and cabin reserva-
tions guarantee the holder their 
spot will be open and ready when 
they arrive at the park. All Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism’s (KDWPT) 121 cabins 
can be reserved year-round. About 
half of each individual park’s sites 
may be reserved for the camping 
season which is April 1-Sept. 30, 
2013. 

It’s never been easier to reserve 
a cabin or campsite. Last spring, 
KDWPT unveiled its Outdoor 
Recreation Management System 
(ORMS), which provides reserva-
tion services and much more. 

In addition to allowing cus-
tomers to make reservations from 
the comfort of home, photos of 
each campsite and whether it’s 
available will be hosted online. In 
most cases, ORMS will save park 
users money through reduced 
service fees and more efficient 
management. The system also will 
allow staff to mark sites with prob-
lems — such as broken hydrants 
or electrical issues — until these 
issues can be fixed. ORMS data 


