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pacts other bird species that nest 
there, including semi-palmated 
sandpipers and red-necked phala-
ropes. 

The harvest of light geese has 
more than doubled since the first 
conservation order in 1999, in 
turn reducing population growth. 
However, the management goal is 
to reduce the population of mid-
continent light geese by 50 percent. 

To increase hunter success, 
the conservation order authorizes 
hunting methods not allowed dur-
ing the regular seasons, including 
the use of electronic calls and un-
plugged shotguns. Shooting hours 
are one-half hour before sunrise 
to one-half hour after sunset and 
there is no bag or possession limit 
for light geese. 

For more information on goose 
hunting, visit www.ksoutdoors.
com and click on “Hunting/When 
to Hunt/Migratory Birds.” 

U.S. FISH AND 
WILDLIFE SERVICE 

SEEKS LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

COMMENTS 
Public opinion sought on 

proposed listing of lesser prairie 
chicken 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) will conduct a 
public meeting in Garden City 
on Thursday, February 7, 2013 
to gather public comments on 
the proposed listing of the lesser 
prairie chicken. The meeting will 
be conducted at Garden City Com-
munity College, 801 N. Campus 
Drive, and will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

In November, the USFWS 
announced it was initiating a 
process to consider whether the 
lesser prairie chicken should be 
recognized as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act 
based on scientific evidence that 
the species and its habitat are in 
decline. The USFWS will make a 
final determination on whether to 
add the lesser prairie chicken to 
the list based on the best available 
science. Members of the public 
and scientific community are en-
couraged to review and comment 
on the proposal during the 90-day 
public comment period. 

The Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KD-
WPT) is participating in a five-
state effort to develop a range-
wide conservation plan to address 

the decline of the lesser prairie 
chicken in Kansas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Texas and Colorado. 
The conservation plan is intended 
to benefit the wildlife resources, 
people, and economies of these 
states by providing a framework 
for effective lesser prairie chicken 
management and habitat improve-
ment that will increase the range-
wide population of lesser prairie 
chickens. The plan will emphasize 
incentives and tools that encour-
age landowners to partner with 
agencies in conservation efforts 
while achieving their land use 
needs. 

MIGRATING 
TRUMPETER SWANS 
IMPRESSIVE SIGHT

Trumpeter swan sightings are 
both uncommon and unforget-
table 

Trumpeter swan sightings 
have been reportedly recently in 
several Kansas counties, including 
Neosho, Montgomery, Sedgwick, 
and Douglas. The largest species 
of the swan family, trumpeter 
swans can grow to 60 inches long 
and have wing spans of nearly 8 
feet. These migratory water birds 
have reportedly been seen on sev-
eral large ponds and watershed 
lakes, as well as agricultural fields. 
Although trumpeter swan sight-
ings are becoming increasingly 
common, this species was once on 
the brink of extinction. 

In the mid 1800s, market hunt-
ers nearly wiped out the species, 
harvesting the swans for their 
skins. Skins were sold to compa-
nies that then turned them into 
powder puffs and women’s cloth-
ing accessories. It wasn’t until 
restoration efforts made by states 
to our north that trumpeter swan 


