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The late season helps control 
the population of the breeding “gi-
ant” subspecies of Canada geese 
around urban areas, a common 
issue in Indiana and surrounding 
states. Indiana has offered hunt-
ers a late Canada goose season 
in select counties every February 
since 2008. 

A valid hunting license, Indi-
ana waterfowl stamp privilege, 
signed federal duck stamp and 
a HIP (Harvest Information Pro-
gram) number are required to hunt 
during this season. 

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice first granted Indiana a late 
season for Canada goose as a 
three-year experiment with a re-
quirement that at least 80 percent 
of geese harvested during that 
period needed to be giant Canada 
geese. 

Indiana has now met the Fish 
& Wildlife Service’s criteria in 
all areas, and as a result the free 
permit that had been issued in 
previous late seasons is no longer 
required. Checking of shot geese 
is also no longer required. 

In 2012, the state issued late-
season Canada goose permits to 
4,362 hunters and 3,287 of them 
hunted, DNR waterfowl biologist 
Adam Phelps said. 

Indiana hunters harvested 
8,076 Canada geese during the 
2012 late season, almost 1,600 
more than in 2011, according to es-
timates from the U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service. The total late-season 
harvest for Indiana across all five 
years is estimated at 33,500 geese. 

The season may be closed 
in future years if local Canada 
goose populations are sufficiently 
reduced. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Adam Phelps Phone: (812) 334-
1137 Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

IOWA
HIstOrIc PHeAsAnt 

BOOk nOW 
AvAIlABle OnlIne

The original and historic ac-
counts of ring-necked pheasant 
in Iowa published in 1977 is now 
available electronically at www.
iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Pheas-
antSmallGame.aspx

The book was written by then 
Iowa Conservation Commission 
upland game biologist Al Far-
ris and has been out of print for 
decades.  The electronic version 
of “The Ring-Necked Pheasant 
in Iowa” allows users to navigate 
and search specific details within 
the file.  It can also be read aloud 
to the viewer.

“The book presents many 
ideas, challenges, and solutions 
from the past that are still dis-
cussed today, but without the 
changes over time in landscape 
and culture,” said Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland wildlife biologist 
for the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources. “This is an excellent 
perspective of where we’ve come 
from and of lessons learned.”

The book addresses nearly 
every historic aspect of pheasants 
in Iowa including how pheasants 
arrived, dispersed, the first hunt-
ing season and bag limits, early 
management issues, and more.  

“We get requests for this book 
each year and refer to it often,” 
said Bogenschutz.

Dnr tO HOlD 
lIstenIng sessIOn 
On FAll HuntIng 

AnD trAPPIng 
regulAtIOns

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources is hosting public 
meetings over the Iowa Communi-
cations Network on March 7 from 
6 to 9 p.m., to listen to the public’s 
thoughts on the hunting and trap-
ping regulations for this fall.  

These meetings are part of the 
new process instituted for making 
rules in state government. 

“Any rule changes must be 
discussed with Iowa’s citizens 
who might be impacted by the 
changes before the rule changes 
are proposed. The new process 
helps ensure that rule changes 
serve the public’s wishes and do 
not impact Iowa’s economy,” said 
Dr. Dale Garner, chief of the wild-
life bureau.

At each meeting DNR staff 
will facilitate a discussion about 
what went well last fall, what 
didn’t, and what changes hunters 
and trappers would like to see for 
this fall. 

These discussions along with 
the data that the wildlife bureau 
collects on harvest and population 
numbers will be used to develop 
recommendations for any rule 
changes this fall. Any changes 
must be approved by the Natural 
Resource Commission and then go 
back to the public for further com-
ment before taking effect next fall.

Meetings will be held in Boone, 
Calmar, Cedar Falls, Chariton, 
Clinton, Council Bluffs, Creston, 
Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Johnston, 
Marshalltown, Mason City, Ot-
tumwa, Sac City, Sergeant Bluff, 
Sheldon, Spencer, Tiffin and West 
Burlington. 


