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who have completed a hunter 
education course must be accom-
panied by a mentor who is 18 or 
older, and youths who haven’t 
completed hunter education must 
be accompanied by a mentor 
who’s 21 or older. Mentors may 
not hunt, but they can call wa-
terfowl. Shooting hours and bag 
limits are the same as the regular 
duck season. On Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission wildlife 
management areas, hunting is 
open to youths from 30 minutes 
before sunrise to sunset on these 
two days. Sweet 16 WMA hunter-
use permits aren’t required for 
youth hunters.

     Duck numbers remain rela-
tively low in the state this week. 
AGFC biologists flew the season’s 
final aerial waterfowl survey the 
last week of the regular duck sea-
son, counting an estimated 837,000 
ducks in the Delta, including 
roughly 476,000 mallards. These 
population estimates are roughly 
half of the 2010-2013 average (1.6 
million total ducks and 1 million 
mallards) for the late-January sur-
vey period.

     Extensive rainfall since the 
2013 midwinter survey resulted in 
a noticeable increase in available 
habitat. The 2012-2013 wintering 
period has been characterized by 
relatively cool temperatures. But 
temperature is only one factor 
driving duck movements, and dry 
conditions appear to have resulted 
in insufficient widespread habitat 
to attract large numbers of ducks 
to the state, leading to a noticeable 
lack of major migration events 
since early November. 

      A full report and maps 
showing waterfowl densities 
based on the midwinter survey 
may be found at http://www.
agfc.com/hunting/Pages/Hunt-
ingWaterfowlReport.aspx#1.

Low duck numbers 
for season’s finaL 

stretch 
With just four days left in the 

2012-2013 duck season, duck num-
bers in the state remain quite low 
compared to the last four years. 

Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission biologists complet-
ed the annual midwinter aerial 
waterfowl survey Jan. 11 and 
counted about 665,000 total ducks 
in the state’s Delta region. Last 
year’s midwinter aerial count was 
more than1.1 million. This year’s 
midwinter mallard population 
estimate of roughly 451,000 mal-
lards represents about half of the 
four-year survey average for the 
species; by contrast, last year’s 
midwinter survey showed more 
than 750,000 mallards.AGFC 
observers have completed three 
aerial surveys so far this season 
–November, December, and early 
January – and duck numbers have 
remained stable with few of the 
surges in numbers that observers 
typically see each winter. 

aeriaL survey: 
duck numbers 

down for 
december

The bad news is that Arkansas 
duck numbers are down com-
pared to the average for the last 
four years. But the good news is 
that numbers could be bolstered in 
the coming days by the passage of 
a winter weather system..

   Last week’s aerial water-
fowl survey showed a population 
estimate that’s much lower than 
the 2009-2012 average. Based on 
observations by Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission biologists, 
the state’s Delta has an estimated 

duck population of less than 
800,000 ducks, a number similar 
to what biologists counted during 
the November survey but a sig-
nificant decline from the 2009-2012 
average for the December survey 
period..

     Large concentrations of 
ducks were observed at Bald Knob 
National Wildlife Refuge, Cache 
River NWR near Dixie, Lake Ash-
baugh on Dave Donaldson Black 
River Wildlife Management Area, 
Big Lake NWR and Claypool’s 
Reservoir. Observers saw fewer 
large concentrations of ducks 
south of Interstate 40.

     In southwest Arkansas, 
observers counted an estimated 
17,000 ducks, including about 
10,000 mallards, and in the Ar-
kansas River Valley, observers 
estimated a population of about 
24,000 ducks, including roughly 
14,000 mallards.

     A winter storm currently 
making its way across the nation’s 
midsection may be cause for cau-
tious optimism as duck season’s 
second segment winds down this 
weekend. A strong cold front is 
forecast to dump several inches 
to more than a foot of snow across 
parts of Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri. In Arkansas, tem-
peratures are predicted to drop 
into the upper 20s at night with 
high temperatures in the lower 
50s.

     The second segment of the 
state’s duck season closes at sun-
set Sunday, Dec. 23. The season 
reopens for the final segment on 
Dec.26 and runs through Jan. 27.

     While this waterfowl report 
seeks to provide information that 
is as timely as possible, hunters 
should keep in mind there’s often 
a lag of two or three days between 
the time field reports are received 
and this report is published. Thus, 


