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Wetlands Conservation Act, 
federal duck stamp program 
and Farm Bill.” 

Emily Robinson
(901) 758-3851
erobinson@ducks.org

South Dakota 
Du honorS 

kurt Forman 
with “FrienD oF 
DuckS” awarD

 South Dakota Ducks Un-
limited has named U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Project Leader 
Kurt Forman as its 2013 “Friend 
of the Ducks.” Forman was 
given the award at DU’s recent 
state convention in Watertown.

“Kurt is strongly dedicated 
to working with private land-
owners to protect, restore and 
improve wildlife habitat—es-
pecially waterfowl production 
habitat in South Dakota,” said 
Warhurst, DU manager of con-
servation programs for South 
Dakota. He says hundreds of 
small wetlands have been re-
stored on Conservation Reserve 
Program grassland tracts by 
Forman and his team of biolo-
gists, located in U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) offices 
across the state.

A Windom native, Forman 
developed his love of water-
fowl and wetlands while hunt-
ing the marshes of southern 
Minnesota’s Heron Lake. He 
began working with FWS on 
private lands conservation 
in the 1990s and has written 
numerous successful grant 
proposals for South Dakota 
wetlands conservation.

“It is certainly an honor 
to receive this award,” For-

man said. “I have always had 
the utmost respect for Ducks 
Unlimited and look forward 
to continuing our partnership 
together for a shared vision of 
wetland and grassland conser-
vation in the Dakotas.”

Warhurst says Forman has 
courageously led the effort to 
establish responsible manage-
ment practices for wetland 
resources in South Dakota and 
throughout the Prairie Pothole 
Region. “Kurt always handles 
himself professionally and 
diplomacy is his strong suit,” 
Warhurst said. “He certainly 
has ‘ducks in the gut’ and is 
a member of the ‘mallard ma-
fia fraternity’—a designation 
given to those biologists who 
fight hard for the ducks.”

Green Bay PackerS 
team uP with 

DuckS unlimiteD
Conservation organiza-

tion receives support for wet-
lands, fisheries

Representatives from the 
Green Bay Packers football 
team joined Wisconsin Ducks 
Unlimited leadership at their 
annual state convention to 
announce a partnership sup-
porting work at a local wildlife 
refuge. The $75,000 award was 
received at the convention 
Saturday and will promote 
wetlands conservation efforts at 
the L.H. Barkhausen Waterfowl 
Preserve northern pike rearing 
station. 

“We are thrilled that the 
Packers are supporting this 
important work,” said Jim 
Gronowski, Wisconsin DU 
state chairman. “Restoring the 
coastal wetlands of Green Bay 
does more than increase the 
number of pike in the lake; it 

provides recreation and clean 
water too.” 

The Barkhausen Preserve 
was created by DU’s third 
president and is an important 
place for fish and wildlife. Ef-
forts in partnership with Brown 
County and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will restore and 
enhance degraded wetlands 
and waterways on the western 
shore of Green Bay to provide 
improved habitat for spawn-
ing northern pike and other 
wetland-dependent wildlife. 

“The Packers are very excit-
ed to support Ducks Unlimited 
and their important conserva-
tion efforts at Barkhausen,” 
said Packers President and CEO 
Mark Murphy. “This project is 
an important component of our 
commitment to improving our 
community’s wetlands in con-
junction with the construction 
of the Cabela’s in Ashwaube-
non. We’ll be fulfilling our 
DNR obligations for that project 
through its wetlands mitigation 
banking program. That will 
generate future results, but this 
effort with Ducks Unlimited 
will yield important wetlands 
benefit in Brown County this 
year.” 

Work on the L.H. Barkhau-
sen Waterfowl Preserve proj-
ect will begin this spring, and 
should be completed within 
the year. 


