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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited reaches 
conservation milestone

Ducks Unlimited (DU) 
is proud to announce it has 
reached a conservation mile-
stone with more than 13 million 
acres of habitat conserved in 
North America. The ground-
breaking number is a cumula-
tive accomplishment of the mil-
lions of DU members, as well as 
volunteers and partners, who 
have been a part of the organi-
zation over the past 76 years. 

“Coming on the heels of 
DU’s 75th anniversary year, this 
milestone is a fitting tribute to 
the hard work of each and ev-
ery member, volunteer and staff 
member who has contributed 
in any way over the past three-
quarters of a century,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “If not for their 
dedication and commitment to 
conservation, this accomplish-
ment would not have been 
possible.”

Such conservation gains 
did not come easily in the face 
of ongoing threats to water-
fowl and their habitats. Loss of 
wetlands and other waterfowl 
habitats across North America 
is a challenge DU volunteers 
take seriously, and their efforts 
will not stop now.

“DU’s on-the-ground habi-
tat conservation work, science 
and policy efforts, and the hard 
work of all waterfowl conser-
vationists will never be more 
important than in the years 
ahead,” said Dr. Scott Yaich, 
DU’s director of conservation 
operations. “DU, along with 
our waterfowl conservation 

partners, must build upon the 
progress that resulted in 13 mil-
lion acres conserved.”

The groundbreaking num-
ber is a perfect example of 
how much can be achieved 
when hunters and others with 
a passion for waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation work to-
gether for a common goal. DU’s 
mission has always been to 
conserve, restore and manage 
wetlands and associated habitat 
for North America’s waterfowl, 
and this milestone is a direct 
reflection of that statement.
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PresiDent 
nominates 

oUtDoor inDUstry 
execUtive for 

interior secretary
Ducks Unlimited plans to 

build on conservation relation-
ship with department

With President Obama’s 
nomination of Sally Jewell, 
CEO of leading outdoor retailer 
Recreational Equipment Inc. 
(REI), as the new leader of the 
Interior Department, Ducks 
Unlimited looks forward to 
building on its close relation-
ship with the department. 

“Ducks Unlimited built a 
strong and productive connec-
tion with outgoing Secretary 
Ken Salazar, with a common 
goal of conserving America’s 
precious wetland and wa-

terfowl resources for future 
generations,” said DU CEO 
Dale Hall. “If Ms. Jewell is 
confirmed, we certainly hope 
to build the same type of strong 
bond and productive working 
relationship with her.” 

Jewell began her career in 
the petroleum industry in Okla-
homa and Colorado, working 
as an engineer for Mobil Oil 
Corporation. She also worked 
in the banking industry be-
fore moving to REI, where she 
joined the board of directors in 
1996 and became chief opera-
tions officer in 2000. Jewell has 
served as CEO since 2005. 

If confirmed, Jewell would 
replace Secretary Salazar, who 
announced last month that he 
would be stepping down in 
March. Ducks Unlimited met 
with Salazar several times over 
the past four years, working to-
gether on important conserva-
tion policies and programs af-
fecting the waterfowl breeding 
grounds of the Prairie Pothole 
Region and the vital wintering 
habitats of the Gulf Coast, in 
the wake of the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon disaster. In 2012, Sala-
zar also appeared at DU’s 75th 
Anniversary National Conven-
tion in Nashville, Tenn., to sign 
the revised North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan. 

“Among the most signifi-
cant resources for waterfowl 
and waterfowl hunters are pub-
lic lands such as national wild-
life refuges and national parks, 
which the Interior Department 
oversees,” Hall said. “Ducks 
Unlimited plans to work closely 
with the next secretary to en-
sure a healthy future for these 
habitats, as well as success for 
critical conservation policies, 
such as the North American 


