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Competition is by age, and the 
leagues are divided by ammu-
nition style, rim fire or center 
fire, and either single hand or 
two hands.” He said someone 
with a .25 caliber pistol might 
compete against someone with 
a .45. “It all comes down to how 
well they use their firearm,” he 
said.

League shooting is taking 
place this winter, and a high 
school shooting team and a 
middle school shooting team 
are active at the range as well.

Part of managing the range 
includes recycling the metals. 
“The lead is going to the Alaska 
Bullet Works, it is recycled,” 
he said. “The people who use 
the range are welcome to take 
brass for reloading. Part of it 
(the brass) goes to the Alaska 
Bullet Works, and part goes to 
the recycling here in town for 
money that goes back into the 
system.”

Lead is a hazardous mate-
rial and another aspect of range 
management is dealing with 
particulate lead. “I have state-
required hazmat training, and 
a hazmat protocol I 
follow,” he said. “We 
have a state-of-the-
art ventilation and 
bullet trap system. 
The ventilation sys-
tem clears all the air 
off the range every 
five minutes, and the 
air is then filtered.”

Archery is a big 
draw for the facility. 
“Archery has been 
popular and fairly 

stable  s ince 
I’ve come to 
the commu -
nity,” Zmuda 
said. “The lo-
c a l  a rc h e r y 
club is well es-
tablished and 
the clientele 
is consistent. 
Friday night is 
strictly youth, 
a l t h o u g h 
youth are welcome all other 
days of the week as well. On 
Fridays we’ll get as many as 30 
youth shooters in a three hour 
period. There is gear available 
for loan, but many bring their 
own tackle. “

The classroom facility is 
used for hunter education, fire-
arm safety classes, concealed 
carry and other classes. A muz-
zle loader class is offered, but 
those firearms are not appropri-
ate for the indoor range. Shoot-
ing takes place about a mile 
further down the road at the 
city-managed outdoor shoot-
ing range. The Juneau indoor 
range is also right next door to 
the private shotgun range.

The indoor range accom-
modates .22 caliber rifles (no 
center fire rifles) and pistols up 
thru .450 calibers, as opposed 
to .457, which can damage the 
equipment. A first time visitor 
will get a safety briefing and 
range orientation, and be is-
sued a card to verify they’ve 
had the briefing. Cost is $5 for 
an adult to shoot for an hour. 
Two people can share a lane at 
a better rate. Youth shoot for $3.

For more information, hours 
see the Alaska Department of 
Fish & Game Juneau Hunter 
Education Shooting Complex 
(JHESC) page.

To contact the range call 
907-586-4101 or email dfg.dwc.

jnu-range@alaska.gov
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