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Zmuda prepares the Ju-
neau range for visitors 

on a snowy January day. 

The first time I took my wife 
to the Juneau indoor shooting 
range to fire her brand new .22 
pistol, range manager Zmuda 
offered a piece of excellent 
advice. “Bring that target in 
closer,” he said. “It doesn’t need 
to be out 50 feet.” Shooting 
bulls-eyes at close range proved 
to be far more rewarding than 
missing at distance. Watchful 
but not hovering, he was quick 
to offer help with eye domi-
nance and shooting tips.

Zmuda insures the indoor 
shooting range is a warm, safe 
and friendly place for beginners 
and experienced marksmen-
and women. Officially known 
as the Alaska Department of 
Fish & Game Juneau Hunter 
Education Shooting Complex 
(JHESC), the seven-lane live-
fire range includes an archery 
range and a classroom and 
hosts a wide array of activities, 
from hunter education and 
youth clinics to competitive 
league shooting.

Zmuda’s customers range 
from boy scouts earning merit 

badges to families to police of-
ficers practicing. “I have at least 
six families that shoot together; 
three are Coast Guard families 
that are currently stationed in 
Juneau,” he said. “There are 
fathers who bring out the kids, 
and there’s one family that has 
three generation of the family 
shooting together.”

He also sees some unusual 
firearms. “I have a couple in-
dividuals that bring out older 
heirloom-type firearms from 
family-owned collections,” he 
said. “One individual who emi-
grated from Russia with a large 
collection of foreign firearms 
brings unusual firearms from 
around the world - many from 
Eastern Europe. “

Zmuda came on eight 
years ago when the range first 
opened. He came to Juneau, 
“from the army,” he said, where 
he spent 28 years before retir-
ing, and for a great deal of that 
time he trained people in the 
use of firearms. He serves as a 
range safety officer on firearms 
side, and facilities manager of 
the archery side. In addition, 
he is the Southeast Alaska co-
ordinator for hunter education 
and the National Archery in the 
Schools Program. He insures 
that courses are offered, volun-
teer instructors are available, he 
handles the student sign-up, 
and make sure all the instruc-
tional materials are available.

Volunteer hunter education 
instructors working with youth 
at the Juneau indoor range. 

“Some of the other things 
I do are to develop, publicize 
and actually run league shoot-
ing,” he said. “We have an open 
league with three categories of 
youth shooters, and then adult. 

Shooting Range

The Juneau Indoor Shooting 
Range

By Riley Woodford


