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There are many things that 
seems obvious to me that may 
not be obvious. One of those ap-
pears to be introducing dogs to 
new things. The genesis of this 
story comes from my buddy in-
troducing his new dog to mine. 

I have this buddy who 

The after a minute or two 
of open air introduction, where 
one was on a leash, two would 
have been prefered. In an open 
environment either could easily 
get out of harms way. And a few 
growls and raised hair the dogs 
accepted each other and were 
good to go for the night. 

Did I say for the night? No I 
was wrong there. We have dozens 
of dog, formally kids toys around 
the house for the dogs to chew 
on. They are placed in little bins 
around the house for the dogs to 
pick up and play with. Also in the 
toy bins are bones the dogs chew 
on when they are bored. 

Well Fred found the toy 
bins and was bringing out a 
number of toys which the dogs 
were playing tug-a-war with. 
And yes Scooby was holding 
her own. That was until Fred 
found a prize of his own, an 
overlooked bone in the toy bin. 
All of a sudden the stress level 
increase on Fred growled at 
Scooby who was sent scamper-
ing and wimpering to mom. 

You see food is a totaly dif-
ferent situation than toys or 
regular meeting. Toys can be 
shared and played with, rarely 
is that the case with food. Food 
takes a dog back to it’s primal 
instincts, back to: “this is mine, 
get your own.” So if you are 
introducing dogs, make sure 
food is totally out of the picture.

So unlike humans who can 
shake hands with their enemys 
in an elevator and smile, dogs 
need a bit more of a not stress-
full environment to say: “Let 
me introduce myself.”

Socializing

Let Me Introduce 
Myself

Introducing dogs to each other and things
By Dennis Guldan

we’ll call Joe. Don’t worry Pete 
they’ll never know this is about 
you. Who had a new, year old 
schnauser he wanted to intro-
duce to our dogs. Joe asked if 
he could bring over his year old 
Schnauzer on a social evening 
we had planned. 

Though no house is totally 
house-proofed, ours is pretty 
good and Scooby needs to meet 
more dogs so I agreed. Like 
many dogs Joes dog Fred is a 
puller. So obviously his dog 
was leading Joe to the front 
door. As I normally do I walked 
out on the front stoop to meet 
Joe and Fred. And along with 
me came Jazz.

Over the next minute we 
had a very stressful situation. 
Fred was trying to get into the 
new house and Jazz was not 
quite sure she wanted this new 
dog in her castle. With the front 
door closed Jazz and I were 
effectively backed in a corner. 
The worst way to introduce 
two dogs. I yelled “get back, 
get back” several times on the 
fourth time Joe actually backed 
up Fred. Narrowing avoiding a 
possible dog fight, which had 
me in the middle. 


