
41
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell40
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

February /March 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com February/March  2012                          We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

gf.nd.gov. Updates will be pro-
vided periodically during the 
week as migration events occur, 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state.

Availability of food and open 
water dictate when snow geese 
arrive in the state. Early mi-
grants generally start showing 
up in the southeast part of the 
state in mid-to-late March, but 
huntable numbers usually aren’t 
around until the end of March or 
early April. If this winter’s mild 
weather conditions continue, 
light geese could arrive earlier 
than normal. However, move-
ments into and through the 
state will depend on available 
roosting areas and the extent of 
the snow line.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season opens Feb. 18 
and continues through May 6. 
Season information, including 
licensing requirements and 
regulations, are also available 
by accessing the Game and Fish 
website.

Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey Reveals Record 

Numbers
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in 
early January showed 279,000 
birds, a record high for the 
number of ducks and geese 
wintering in the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said an 
estimated 90,000 Canada geese 
were observed on the Missouri 
River, and another 70,500 were 

scattered on Lake Sakakawea, 
which was completely open 
east of the Van Hook Arm. After 
summarizing the numbers, a 
record 190,000 geese were tal-
lied statewide.

“This year’s survey was high-
ly abnormal, and numbers 
of waterfowl within the state 
were probably underestimated 
because of the open water and 
lack of snow statewide,” Szy-
manski said. “The lack of snow 
cover was especially important 
in keeping these birds around.”

A mild, dry fall with record-
setting warm temperatures 
kept the birds here longer than 
usual, Szymanski said, with 
snow geese remaining in the 
southern half of the state until 
early December.

In addition to the record num-
ber of geese, mallards reached 
an all-time high as 88,000 were 
counted statewide, with 31,000 
on Devils Lake.

Survey conditions were gen-
erally good, Szymanski said, 
with record-setting high tem-
peratures in January bringing 
daytime highs of 15-30 degrees 
above normal.

“This year’s survey results are 
a dramatic turnaround from the 
last three severe winters when 
less than 36,000 total waterfowl 
were observed statewide each 
year,” Szymanski said.

NebRaSka
Focus on Pheasants 
Incentives Offered

Farmers and ranchers in the 
expanded Focus on Pheasants 
(FOP) areas may offer eligible 
land for the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) general 
sign-up March 12-April 6. They 
also may be eligible for FOP 
incentives.

An expansion of the Focus 
on Pheasants Plan was ap-
proved by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commissioners on 
March 9.

The Southwest Focus of 
Pheasants area has expanded 
from 262,529 acres in portions 
of northwest Hitchcock, south-
east Hayes and northwest Red 
Willow counties to 956,048 
acres in all of Hitchcock and 
portions of Hayes, Frontier 
and Red Willow counties. The 
new South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants area includes 353,275 
acres in portions of Furnas and 
Harlan counties.

FOP is a joint effort by Game 
and Parks, Pheasants Forever 
and resource and conservation 
partners to improve pheasant 
hunting by creating more and 
better habitat.

CRP allows landowners to en-
roll environmentally sensitive 
land for conservation benefits, 
which provides significant 
wildlife habitat and hunting 
opportunities on private lands.

As part of the FOP effort, proj-
ect partners are providing an 
enrollment incentive equivalent 
to one year’s CRP soil rental 

payment and an incentive for 
establishing higher-quality 
wildlife habitat plantings on 
enrolled CRP land. Incentive 
payments will be made after 
landowners plant their CRP 
under a new contract.

For more information about 
FOP, landowners in the south-
central area may call John Laux 
at 308-928-2541 and landown-
ers in the southwest area may 
call T.J. Walker or Adam Kester 
at 308-535-8025.

Light Goose 
Conservation Order 

begins Feb. 6
Efforts to control the light 

goose population continue with 
the Light Goose Conservation 
Order, which begins Feb. 6, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

The dates for the conservation 
order are: Zone 1, Feb. 6-April 
15; Zone 2, Feb. 6-April 1 and 
Zone 3, Feb. 6-April 15.

White and blue-phase snow 
geese and Ross’ geese may be 
taken statewide during the 
conservation order, but differ-
ent regulations apply in each 
zone. Read the 2011 Nebraska 
Waterfowl Guide, which in-
cludes regulations for the 2012 
conservation order, at Outdoor-
Nebraska.org, then click on 
Hunting, then Waterfowl, then 
2011 Waterfowl Guide.

There is a considerable effort 
to reduce the mid-continent 
snow goose population because 
of the damage it has caused to 
sub-Arctic and Arctic habitats. 
States annually are allowed a 

given number of days for wa-
terfowl hunting. The need for 
additional hunting, for popula-
tion control, requires a special 
action, such as the conservation 
order. The use of methods to 
increase harvest has resulted 
in more than a million snow 
geese being harvested annually 
since 1998.

There are no bag or possession 
limits during the conservation 
order and hunters may shoot 
30 minutes before sunrise to 30 
minutes after sunset. Hunters 
may use unplugged shotguns 
and electronic calls during the 
conservation action.

Permits may be purchased at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

NeW HaMPSHIRe
Public Hearings Set for 
Proposed 2012 Wildlife 

Rule Changes
Proposed rule changes af-

fecting hunting and trapping 
seasons in New Hampshire for 
2012 and 2013 will be discussed 
at three public hearings being 
held by the New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department on 
the following dates and loca-
tions:

    Monday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. 
– Keene High School, 43 Arch 
Street, Keene, N.H. 03431

    Wednesday, April 4, 6:30 
p.m. – N.H. Fish and Game 
Region 1 Office, North Country 
Resource Center, 629 B Main 
Street, Lancaster, N.H. 03584

    Thursday, April 5, 6:30 p.m. 
– N.H. Fish and Game Depart-

ment Headquarters, 11 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, N.H. 03884

Hunters, trappers and other 
interested constituents are 
encouraged to attend the hear-
ings and offer their input on the 
proposed rules.  Public input is 
considered during the formu-
lation of final Fish and Game 
proposals.

The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department reviews the 
state’s hunting seasons every 
two years to ensure that they 
are in line with wildlife man-
agement objectives, including 
those identified in the state’s 
Big Game Management Plan. 
The plan guides deer, moose, 
bear and turkey management 
in New Hampshire through the 
year 2015.

NeW JeRSey
New Jersey to Implement 

Spring Snow Goose 
Conservation Order 

February 16 - april 7, 
2012

The NJDEP Division of Fish 
and Wildlife will again imple-
ment a Conservation Order 
(CO) in New Jersey for light 
geese during the winter/spring 
of 2012. A CO is a special man-
agement action that is need-
ed to control certain wildlife 
populations when traditional 
management programs are un-
successful in preventing over-
abundance of the population. 
The CO allows an extended 
time period and additional 
methods for taking light geese 
without bag limits.
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The CO for light geese is au-
thorized under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act with the intent 
to reduce and/or stabilize 
various light goose popula-
tions across North America. 
Negative impacts on wetland 
habitats have been measured 
on their breeding, staging and 
wintering areas. Serious dam-
age to agriculture also occurs in 
migration and wintering areas. 
The intent of the light goose CO 
in Atlantic Flyway states is to 
reduce and ultimately stabilize 
the number of greater snow 
geese to the population objec-
tive of 500,000 birds.

Conservation Order Dates: 
February 16 - April 7, 2012, ex-
cept Sundays. Light geese may 
not be pursued on Sundays 
during this period.

Credential requirements:
    2012 New Jersey Hunting 

License
    2011 Federal Migratory Bird 

Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp (NOTE: 2011 stamps are 
valid until June, 2012)

    2011 NJ Waterfowl Stamp 
(NOTE: 2011 stamps are valid 
until June, 2012)

    2011-2012 HIP Certification
    NJ 2012 Light Goose Conser-

vation Order Permit (Harvest 
Diary Sheet) 

CO participants can obtain a 
permit in two ways:

    Through the Division’s 
license web site at www.
nj.wildlifelicense.com/. Hunt-
ers will need their Conservation 
ID Number to enter the web 
page to obtain their CO permit; 

there is a $2.00 administrative 
fee. Hunters can only obtain 
their online permit through 
the Division’s web page; hunt-
ers cannot obtain a CO permit 
through a license agent. Hunt-
ers will be able to print their 
permit on their home computer 
after completing the certifica-
tion process. CO permits will 
be available in early January 
2012 and be available through 
the duration of the CO.

    Hunters who do not have 
internet access can have a per-
mit mailed to them. To get a 
CO permit, send the documents 
below to the following address: 
NJ Division of Fish and Wild-
life, Mail Code 501-03, PO Box 
420, Trenton, NJ, 08625-0420, 
Attention: Light Goose Permit

        Legible photocopy of 
2012 Hunting or All-Around 
Sportsman license which clear-
ly shows the licensee’s Conser-
vation ID Number and date of 
birth.

        Check or money order for 
$2.00 payable to the New Jersey 
Division of Fish and Wildlife

        Self-addressed, stamped 
(44 cents) envelope.

        Daytime telephone num-
ber 

Location: Statewide.
Firearms: Shotguns not larger 

than 10 gauge and capable of 
holding no more than 7 shells, 
including magazine and cham-
ber.

OReGON
Sage-Grouse 

Implementation Team 
meeting to be held Jan. 

24 in Jordan Valley
The Jordan Valley Sage-

Grouse Local Implementation 
Team will meet on Tuesday Jan. 
24 from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Jordan Valley Lions Club Hall, 
Highway 95 North, Jordan Val-
ley.  Plans are to review Core 
Area and Conservation Oppor-
tunity Area maps that illustrate 
newly mapped action areas 
which  share common threats 
to sage-grouse and focus ef-
forts for future habitat manage-
ment actions and/or mitigation 
needs. The Jan. 24 meeting is 
a follow up to the Vale Local 
Implementation Team Nov. 18 
meeting, which due to adverse 
weather conditions was lightly 
attended.

There are five Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Strategy Imple-
mentation teams, one for each 
Bureau of Land Management 
District within the current dis-
tribution of sage-grouse in Or-
egon as well as one in the Baker 
Resource Area in the Vale dis-
trict. Public meetings are held 
in each of the Implementation 
Team areas periodically. The 
Lakeview and Vale meetings 
were held on Nov. 17 and Nov. 
18, respectively. The Hines, 
Prineville, and Baker meetings 
were held on Dec. 6, Dec. 8, and 
Dec. 13, respectively. 

The Greater Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for Oregon, is avail-
able on ODFW’s website in the 

Conservation section. Sage-
grouse photos are available on 
ODFW’s Flickr site.

SOuTH 
CaROLINa

Duck hunters finish 
the season on DNR 

Waterfowl Management 
areas

Duck hunters finished the 
season on S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources public hunt-
ing lands with a total harvest 
of 4080 birds, an average of 2.4 
birds per hunter, the same aver-
age reported last year. A total 
of 1718 hunters participated in 
these popular hunts at the 15 
Wildlife Management Areas 
that recorded individual hunt 
data. Total hunter participation 
and total harvest was down 
from last year as several man-
agement areas lacked water 
due to the ongoing drought. 
Hickory Top Greentree Reser-
voir and Sandy Beach on the 
Santee Cooper Lakes were 
dramatically affected. 

American green-winged teal 
accounted for 20 percent of the 
harvest, followed by Northern 
shoveler, Gadwall, wood ducks  
and American widgeon.

“Overall, the season for our 
waterfowl areas was excellent, 
given the warm dry winter we 
have been having,” said Dean 
Harrigal, Waterfowl Program 
Coordinator with the S.C. De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). “Most areas that were 
able to flood attracted good 
numbers of birds and provided 

good hunting opportunities for 
our sportsmen.” 

Santee Coastal Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown 
Counties had the highest hunt-
er participation and harvest 
of all areas with 360 hunt-
ers reporting harvesting 1483 
birds, predominately American 
green-winged teal.

On Category I Wildlife Man-
agement Areas (drawing only), 
903 hunters (on 6 areas) har-
vested 3321 birds with an av-
erage of 3.7 birds per hunter. 
American green-winged teal, 
Northern shoveler, Gadwall, 
and American widgeon were 
top birds in the bag.

Santee Coastal Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown 
Counties had the highest hunt-
er average with 4.1 birds per 
hunter, followed by Bear Island 
WMA in Colleton County with 
3.9 birds per hunter, Santee 
Delta in Georgetown County 
with 3.6, and  Broad River in 
Fairfield County with 2.9 birds 
per hunter.

“American Green winged teal 
are a mainstay of our Category 
I Wildlife Management Areas, 
especially along the coast,” 
said Harrigal. “When teal are 
around we generally have good 
hunter success.”

Top individual hunt units 
were Springfield/ The Cut 
of Bear Island (4.6 birds per 
hunter) Murphy Island of San-
tee Coastal Reserve (4.5 birds 
per hunter), The Cape of the 
Santee Coastal Reserve (4.4 
birds per hunter), Bear Island 
East (4.4 birds per hunter), and 

Santee Delta  West  (4.2 birds 
per hunter).

Hunt data was collected on 6 
of the 25 Category II Wildlife 
Management Areas (open to 
the public on specific days). 
Hunters reported a harvest of 
364 birds on these areas, the ma-
jority coming from Enoree Wa-
terfowl Area. The average for 
657 hunters was 0.6 birds per 
hunter. Wood ducks accounted 
for over 63 percent of the bag. 
The low water conditions on 
many Category II areas reduced 
the number of wintering birds 
and hunter participation, espe-
cially on Hickory Top Greentree 
Reservoir.

Regular season adult-youth 
hunts were held on 3 special 
adult -youth only areas. The 
reported harvest was 395 birds 
by 158 hunters for an average 
of 2.5 birds per hunter. Wood 
ducks, Ring-necked ducks, and 
American green-winged teal 
were the top birds in the bag. 
Bonneau Ferry WMA in Berke-
ley County was the  top adult-
youth waterfowl hunting area 
during the recently completed 
season.

DNR sponsored special hunts 
for youth during State and 
Federal Youth Hunting Days 
on Dec. 3 and Feb. 4. A total 
of 107 youth harvested 295 
birds on the 6 Category I areas 
that reported data. Top areas 
were Santee Coastal, Bear Is-
land and Santee Delta Wildlife 
Management Areas. “We were 
especially pleased that our 
youth-oriented hunts provided 
quality waterfowl hunting op-
portunities for young men and 
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women during the season,” 
Harrigal said.

SOuTH DakOTa
GFP Commission Sets 

Pheasant, Other Hunting 
Seasons

The South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission 
has established 2012 hunting 
season dates, including those 
for pheasants.

Pheasant Season will open 
Oct. 20 and run through Jan. 
6. Shooting hours will be noon 
through sunset the first week 
of the season, and beginning 
Oct. 27 will be 10 a.m. to sun-
set. The bag limit will be three 
roosters daily, with a maxi-
mum possession limit of 15.

The Youth Pheasant season 
will run from Oct. 6-10. The 
Resident-Only Pheasant sea-
son will run from Oct. 13-15.

Other hunting season dates 
for 2012:

 Grouse - Sept. 15 through 
Jan. 6

Doves - Sept. 1 through Nov. 9
Partridge - Sept. 15 through 

Jan. 6
Quail - Oct. 20 through Jan. 6
Sandhill Crane - Sept. 22 

through Nov. 18
Snipe - Sept. 1 through Oct. 31
   Season dates and rules will 

be published in the 2012 Hunt-
ing and Trapping Handbook 
that will be available in early 
September.

TeNNeSSee
Comment Period 

Deadline approaching 
for 2012-13 Hunting 

Regulations
The deadline is approaching 

to submit comments concern-
ing the 2012-13 hunting season 
regulations to the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency. The 
comment period is open until 

Friday, Feb. 24, 2012.
 Public comments will be 

considered by TWRA’s Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes. Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O.  Box 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov. Please 
include “Hunting Season Com-
ments” on the subject line of 
emailed submissions. 

The annual hunting seasons 
are usually established by the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Commission at its May meet-
ing.

TexaS
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
aerial Survey begins

This spring, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department will col-
laborate with state fish and 

wildlife agencies from New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Colorado, West Ecosystems, 
Inc., and Texas Tech University 
to conduct a large-scale aerial 
survey for lesser prairie-chick-
en booming grounds across the 
High Plains region in all five 
states.

Information from these sur-
veys will be used by TPWD 
and the other state agencies to 
help conserve the bird in part-
nership with landowners and 
private industries, including 

oil and gas, wind energy, and 
electric utilities.

“These surveys represent 
a unique effort by state fish 
and wildlife agencies across 
the region to work together to 
monitor population trends over 
time and to effectively manage 
for this species,” said Lubbock-
based TPWD wildlife diversity 
biologist Sean Kyle. “This infor-
mation, combined with other 
ongoing conservation efforts, 
could help avoid the need to 
list the lesser prairie-chicken 
as federally endangered. The 
surveys will provide more data 
to inform the US Fish and Wild-
life Service’s decision about 
whether to list the species.”

Surveys will begin about 
March 24 and will continue 
through mid-May. Agency 
staff from the five states have 
randomly selected about 200 
eighty-five square-mile blocks 
located in and around the es-
timated range of the species. 
These blocks cover an area 
ranging from the southern 
plains of the Texas Panhandle 
and southeast New Mexico up 
to northern Kansas and Colo-
rado.

Surveys will be flown at 35-
40 mph about 80 feet above 
ground. Pilots will fly two to 
sixteen north-south oriented 
transects across selected blocks. 
Towns, feedlots, and houses 
will be avoided. Pilots involved 
have extensive experience con-
ducting aerial surveys and 
gathering livestock with heli-
copters. They will make special 
effort to avoid hazing livestock 
on pastures.

Migratory bird Report 
No. 24

Weekly migratory bird hunt-
ing reports are posted from 
early September through early 
February.

West Zone Goose: Outfitters 
said they took limits of Canadas 
and a few snow geese to boot 
over corn and wheat during 
the last weekend of goose sea-
son. Outfitters said they were 
surprised at how well geese 
cooperated this season, despite 
drought conditions. The regular 
goose season ended Feb. 5. The 
Light Goose Conservation Or-
der began Feb. 6 and few hunt-
ers took advantage of the liberal 
rules. Hunter participation this 
goose season was down overall, 
according to several sources. 
Prospects are fair.

East Zone Goose: Soupy fog 
aided e-caller hunters through-
out most of the week as mild 
temperatures persisted, but 
overall, hunter participation 

was minimal. Some outfitters 
reported 50- bird shoots. Goose 
concentrations along the coastal 
prairies were not consistent this 
year, probably due to drought 
conditions, however, a good 
crop of juvenile birds did aid 
in superb decoying action. The 
coast received as much as six 
inches of rain in some spots, 
but on average, most fields 
received at least two inches of 
rainfall. That bodes well for all 
waterfowl enduring the winter, 
but makes it much tougher for 
hunters to negotiate black dirt 
plowed fields.

uTaH
Annual sage grouse field 
trip DWR teams up with 
“Wild about birds” bill 

Fenimore
East Canyon Reservoir — One 

of the “wild signs” of spring is 
the annual sage grouse “shuf-
fle”—male sage grouse strut-
ting, dancing and vocalizing 

Photo by Larry Dalton
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on a historic breeding ground.
Sage grouse
Here’s what you’ll see if you 

attend the March 24 event: 
Dozens of male sage-grouse 
strutting for the ladies.

Each year, the Division of 
Wildlife Resources and the 
Wild About Birds store in Lay-
ton sponsor the free field trip. 
This year, the wild shindig is 
on March

If you’d like to participate, 
meet at the Wild About Birds 
store in Layton at 5 a.m.

From the store, those partici-
pating will caravan to an area 
near East Canyon Reservoir.

Participants should dress for 
the weather and bring binocu-
lars.

The Wild About Birds store is 
at 1860 N. 1000 W. in the Lay-
ton Market Center (across from 
Barnes & Noble) in Layton. To 
reach the store, exit Interstate 
15 at Exit 332 and turn east on 
Antelope Drive.

If you attend the field trip, 
you’ll watch male sage grouse 
fight for dominance and make 
elaborate displays as they vie 
for the attention of female 
grouse.

“Our bird walks are a great 
family activity and a wonderful 
way to introduce children to 
the world of nature,” says Bill 
Fenimore, an expert birder who 
owns the center.

Fenimore and Phil Douglass, 
regional conservation outreach 
manager for the DWR, will lead 
the field trip.

For more information, call 

Photo by Phil Douglass

Wild About Birds at 801-525-
8400.
See hundreds of tundra 

swans
Seeing and hearing just one 

tundra swan is enough to take 
your breath away.

Tundra swan
You can see hundreds of tun-

dra swans at Tundra Swan Day. 
The free wildlife viewing event 
will be held March 10 at three 
locations in northern Utah.

Migratory Bird Refuge west of 
Brigham City.

Farmington Bay and Salt 
Creek

Viewing at the Farmington 
Bay and Salt Creek WMAs runs 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Spotting scopes will be avail-
able so you can get a close look 
at the swans.

Bear River
Viewing at the Bear River 

Imagine seeing and hearing 
hundreds of them.

You can at Tundra Swan Day.
Tundra Swan Day, March 10
The Division of Wildlife Re-

sources and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will host Utah’s 
annual Tundra Swan Day on 
March 10. Admission is free.

Viewing will take place at 
three sites—the Farmington 
Bay Waterfowl Management 
Area west of Farmington, 
the Salt Creek WMA west of 
Corinne and the Bear River 

Migratory Bird Refuge runs 
from sunrise to sunset. You can 
watch swans from your vehicle 
as you drive along the refuge’s 
auto tour route.

Before heading to the refuge, 
stop by its Wildlife Education 
Center at 2155 W. Forest St. in 
Brigham City. The center has 
maps and more information 
about the refuge. The center is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays,

To reach the center, exit Inter-
state 15 at Exit 363. After you’ve 
exited the freeway, turn west. 
The center is about one block 
west of the freeway.

More information
For more information about 

Tundra Swan Day, call the 
DWR’s Northern Region of-
fice at 801-476-2740 or the Bear 
River Migratory Bird Refuge at 
435-723-5887.

Phil Douglass, the DWR re-
gional conservation outreach 
manager who started Tundra 
Swan Day, has also written 
about a swan viewing experi-
ence he and his daughter en-
joyed during Thanksgiving a 
few years ago.

You can read about their ex-
perience on the wildlife blog on 
the Division’s website.

Watching swans on your own
If you can’t attend the March 

10 event, you can still get out 
and watch swans on your own.

The Bear River Migratory Bird 
Refuge is one of the best places 
to visit. You can see hundreds 
of swans along the refuge’s 12-
mile auto tour loop.

As many as 35,000 swans are 
in Utah when the swan migra-
tion peaks in mid-March.

WISCONSIN
Conservation clubs 
can apply to receive 

pheasants under Day-old 
Chick Program

 Conservation clubs across 
Wisconsin have until March 5 to 
apply to receive day-old rooster 
pheasant chicks to raise and 

release to provide local hunting 
opportunities.

The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources State Game 
Farm has been operating the 
Cooperative Day-old Chick 
program since 1936 to improve 
localized pheasant hunting op-
portunities across the state.

Cooperating conservation 
clubs are provided day-old 
rooster pheasant chicks by the 
department at no cost. In return, 
the clubs agree to cover all ex-
penses related to rearing, feed-
ing, maintaining and properly 
caring for the pheasant chicks. 
When the birds mature, the 
clubs release the pheasants on 
private and state-owned lands 
near the club that are open to 
public pheasant hunting.

“This program is an excel-
lent opportunity for clubs to 
experience the the fun of rais-
ing pheasants and making thir 
home turf a better pheasant 
hunting ground,” states Bob 
Nack, State Game Farm man-
ager.

The Day-old Chick program 
includes a “cost-share” option 
that allows cooperating clubs to 
keep a high percentage of the 
pheasants they raise for their 
own use, while returning a low-
er percentage of the birds back 
to the department. The State 
Game Farm also provides adult 
roosters for mentored youth 
and novice hunting programs 
at no charge. The DNR provides 
two roosters per student, with 
a maximum of 50 roosters per 
event.

A list of application materi-
als and information on the 
2012 Day-old Chick Program 
is available on the State Game 
Farm page of the DNR website 
or by calling the State Game 
Farm office at 608-635-8120. 
Completed applications should 
be sent to the local wildlife 
biologist by March 5, 2012. To 
find a local biologist, visit the 
“find an employee by subject” 
page of the DNR website and 
click on “subject” and search 
for wildlife biologist and then 
select by county.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Bob Nack, State 
Game Farm Manager, 608-635-
8120

WyOMING
Sage Grouse 

Implementation
Team to Meet

The Sage Grouse Implemen-
tation Team will reconvene 
Tuesday, March 20, 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. at the Casper BLM Office, 
2987 Prospector Drive, Casper, 
WY 82604.

The agenda includes a dis-
cussion of the applications of 
DDCTS (Density and Distur-
bance Calculation Tool Analy-
ses) for several projects, a re-
view of potential changes to the 
Sage Grouse Executive Order 
Process Manual, and discussion 
of other actions relative to the 
executive order.

For more information about 
the team, contact Mary Flan-
derka at (307) 777-4587.



49
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell48
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

February /March 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com February/March  2012                          We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department supports the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Every effort will be made 
for reasonable accommoda-
tions.

(Contact: Eric Keszler (307) 
777-4594)

Light Goose 
Conservation Order Now 

underway in Central 
Flyway

Waterfowlers wanting to con-
tinue their hunting activities 
into late winter might wish to 
take advantage of the special 
light goose season granted un-
der the Light Goose Conserva-
tion Order. The season is open 
in the Central Flyway portion 
of Wyoming and runs Feb. 20-
Apr.8.

Light geese allowed to be taken 
under the Conservation Order 
include the snow, blue, and 
Ross’; goose. Game and Fish 
waterfowl biologist Larry Rob-
erts said the hunting for light 
geese can be very hit or miss 
as to finding a reliable location 
where a person can have suc-
cess.” Sometimes hunters will 
catch things just right and do 
very well,” Roberts said. “But 
they may return the next day 
and find the geese have left.”

For those hunters wanting to 
give it a try, Roberts suggested 
some of the walk-in and Game 
and Fish habitat management 
areas in Goshen County. Hunt-
ers may also be able to find 
landowners that will grant 
permission,” Roberts said.

Hunting regulations during 
the special light goose season 

are much more liberal than 
during the regular waterfowl 
seasons. Recorded or electronic 
calls may be used and the bag 
limit is 20 per day with an 
unrestricted possession limit. 
License requirements include 
a Wyoming game bird license, 
conservation stamp, and a con-
servation order special man-
agement permit. A migratory 
bird stamp (duck stamp) and 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) permit are not required.

(Contact: Al Langston (307) 
777-4540)

Sage Grouse Projects 
Receive Funding

The Bates Hole/Shirley Basin 
Local Sage Grouse Working 
Group allocated $126,000 for 
projects to benefit sage grouse 
at a meeting in mid-December.

During its 2010 session, the 
Wyoming Legislature approved 
the governor’s budget request 
for $1.2 million to support local 
sage grouse working groups 
and fund conservation projects 
benefiting sage grouse and 
their habitat. This money was 
divided among the eight local 
sage grouse working groups in 
the state to fund and implement 
projects consistent with local 
sage grouse conservation plans, 
and to benefit the species and 
reduce the likelihood of sage 
grouse being listed under the 
federal Endangered Species Act.

Projects were evaluated based 
on consistency with Wyoming’s 
Core Area management strat-
egy, local working group sage 
grouse conservation plan, like-
lihood of success, project readi-

ness, matching funds, multiple 
species benefits, significance at 
local/state/regional level, du-
ration of benefits, and adequacy 
of monitoring.

Stacey Scott, chairman of the 
Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local 
Sage Grouse Working Group, 
said a lot of thought wentinto 
how the funds were allocated. 
“The group’s biggest priority 
is habitat, and with a limited 
amount of money and time we 
have to target where the best 
benefits will take place for sage 
grouse,” he said.

The working group allocated 
funds toward the following 
projects:

• $26,000 will go toward the 
North Laramie Range Water-
shed Restoration Initiative, 
a project designed to control 
cheatgrass on 6,870 acres of 
private, federal, and state-
owned lands in the Stinking 
Creek Drainage near Casper. 
The project will help restore 
big sagebrush communities 
to improve habitat for sage 
grouse. The entire proposed 
project area falls within the sage 
grouse core management area 
in Natrona County.

• $30,000 was allocated to 
continue a study of the impacts 
of wind energy development 
on sage grouse populations 
in Carbon County. The goal 
of the project is to determine 
the effects of wind energy 
infrastructure on sage grouse 
seasonal habitat selection and 
demography.

• $50,000 will go toward a 
cheatgrass control project in 

Natrona County. The Hen-
derson Draw Cheatgrass Veg-
etative Treatment project will 
treat approximately 2,500 acres 
of BLM lands to benefit sage 
grouse. Cheatgrass invaded 
this area - which was good 
sage brush habitat - following 
a wildfire. Three leks occur 
within or immediately adjacent 
to the treatment area and most 
of the area to be treated falls 
within the Natrona sage grouse 
core population area, which has 
been classified as winter habitat 
for sage grouse.

• $10,000 will go toward a 
research project to study the 
response of sage grouse to 
treatments in Wyoming Big 
Sagebrush. The project is under 
the direction of University of 
Wyoming Assistant Professor 
Dr. Jeffrey Beck and is designed 
to answer questions about the 
immediate response of sage 
grouse populations to a variety 
of habitat treatments in pre-
incubation, nesting, and early 
brood-rearing in Wyoming big 
sagebrush.

• $10,000 was allocated to 
Wyoming Audubon to increase 
education about sage grouse 
and sagebrush ecosystems. The 
money will help pay for devel-
opment of a traveling education 
trunk which will contain ma-
terials about sage grouse and 
sagebrush ecosystems and will 
be aligned to state educational 
standards and guidelines. Edu-
cation programs will be focused 
in Natrona, Carbon, Albany, 
Laramie, Converse, and Nio-
brara counties. The money will 
also help fund salaries for three 

community naturalists who 
will work to deliver these edu-
cation programs.

“Many children have no idea 
about sagebrush ecosystems, 
so just giving them the basics is 
very important,” Scott said. “In 
just over a decade all these kids 
will be voting and making deci-
sions so it’s important for them 
to understand the challenges 
facing sage grouse.”

Scott said the research proj-
ects will provide much-needed 
information pertaining to sage 
grouse and the habitats they 
rely on. “We know very little 
about sagebrush ecosystems, 
which are very complex. We 
need to understand them better. 
Every time I think I know what 
is going on in these ecosystems I 
am proven wrong, and it makes 
me rethink what we’re doing,” 
he said. “We need to continue 
to fund habitat improvements 
and research projects such as 
these so we can continue to 
learn, because sage grouse are 
indicators of the overall health 
of the sagebrush habitat.”

(Contact: Robbin Kepple (307) 
473-3400)
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