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And, it is not always deer. 
Pheasants are the sights in 
a few incidents each season, 
too. That point will be driven 
home this March at the annual 
hunter education workshops. 
Those 1,800 or so volunteer 
instructors—along with DNR 
officers—are on the front line 
each year teaching 10,000 more 
hunters or potential hunters 
hunting ethics, laws, safe gun 
handling and more about wild-
life and the outdoors.

Several injuries this year—and 
each year—occur without any 
one shooting at game. “An indi-
vidual was carrying several bags 
along with his loaded firearm,” 
recalls Wisecup. “He reached 
into his vehicle, tried to get the 
gun unsnagged from the bags 
and it accidentally discharged, 
hitting him in the foot.”

Hunter education gets most 
of the credit, for driving down 
those numbers. It was not 
uncommon in the 1960s, even 
into the 70s, to have 10 or 12 
deaths…and scores of hunting 
related injuries. In 1965 alone, 
20 hunters died. Since then, 
over half a million students 
have gone through hunter edu-
cation classes.

A bowhunter in Monona 
County died after a fall from 
his tree stand. However, that 
occurred in the New Year. It will 
go down in 2012 statistics; also 
categorized separately from 
shooting incidents…as are a 
couple similar falls year to year.

Boosting blaze orange require-
ments also gets some of the 
credit; making hunters more 
visible to each other. Deer hunt-

ers must have their torsos cov-
ered with blaze orange. Small 
game hunters are required to 
have a visible item of clothing 
that is at least half blaze orange 
in color.

Idaho
light goose season, part 

2, opens this month
The second part of the hunting 

season reopens on blue, Ross’s 
and snow geese on February 
18 and runs through March 10 
in the southwestern and south-
central parts of the state.

Only Areas 2 and 3 are open. 
The daily bag limit is 10 geese, 
and the possession limit is 20.

Area 2 includes Ada, Boise, 
Canyon, Cassia, Elmore, Gem, 
Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, 
Minidoka, and Owyhee, Pay-
ette, Twin Falls and Washington 
counties. Except Fort Boise and 
Payette River wildlife manage-
ment areas and that portion 
of the Roswell Marsh Wildlife 
Habitat Area south of State 
Highway 18, and the Snake 
River Islands Unit of the Deer 
Flat National Wildlife Refuge 
in the Southwest Region will be 
closed during the spring light 
goose season.

Area 3 includes that portion of 
the Upper Snake Region within 
Bingham County in Game Man-
agement Unit 63 south of High-
way 20 and west of the west 
bank of the Snake River, and 
that portion of the Southeast 
Region within Bingham and 
Power counties in units 68 and 
68A west of the west bank of the 
Snake River and American Falls 
Reservoir bluff. (See red area on 

map on page 7 of the Waterfowl 
Seasons and rules brochure.)

Light goose season is closed 
in Area 1, which includes all 
parts of the state not included 
in Areas 2 and 3.

For more details, visit http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/pub-
lic/docs/rules/waterfowl-
Goose.pdf.

To hunt waterfowl, hunters 
must have a 2012 Idaho hunting 
license and a federal Migratory 
Game Bird Harvest Information 
Program Validation. In addi-
tion, all hunters 16 and older 
must have a federal Migratory 
Bird Stamp.

Only nontoxic shot may be 
used. For a list of approved shot 
go to: http://www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIs-
sues/nontoxic.htm.

Upland game rules book 
coming this month

The new upland game, turkey 
and furbearer seasons and rules 
books are going to be available 
in late February.

The 2012-2013 & 2013-2014 
Upland Game, Furbearer and 
Turkey seasons and rules bro-
chures include some changes 
that affect some spring turkey 
controlled hunts.

The spring turkey controlled 
hunt application period began 
February 1, and information for 
spring 2012 hunts is available 
from Fish and Game offices, 
license vendors and the Fish 
and Game website at: http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/pub-
lic/hunt/rules/?getPage=67.

The new upland game, turkey 
and furbearer rules include sev-
eral changes to turkey seasons.

In the Southeast Region, gen-
eral fall turkey seasons in units 
73, 74, 75, 77 and 78 have been 
replaced with a controlled hunt 
with 150 permits. In addition, 
permit numbers were reduced 
in Unit 71:

 And the season in hunt 9021 
was shortened by a month 
to run from September 15 to 
November 30. The season had 
been from September 15 to De-
cember 31.

Hunters may apply for con-
trolled hunts at any hunting and 
fishing license vendor, Fish and 
Game office; with a credit card 
by calling 1-800-55HUNT5; or 
online at http://fishandgame.
idaho.gov. An additional fee 
is charged for telephone and 
Internet applications.

If drawn, a hunter must also 
purchase a turkey controlled 
hunt permit and turkey tag. 
Hunters must have a valid 2012 
Idaho hunting license to apply.

Other upland game changes:
 Increased the possession 

limit for upland birds and game 
species to three times the daily 
limit, up from twice the limit.

 Returned the opening day of 
the chukar, gray partridge and 
quail seasons to the third Satur-
day in September. This year that 
would fall on September 15 and 
run through January 31, 2013.

 Increased the daily bag limit 
to eight each for chukar, gray 
partridge and quail.

 Returned the opening day 
for the cottontail and snowshoe 

hare seasons to August 30 state-
wide to match forest grouse 
seasons.

Changes in furbearer seasons 
and rules include:

 Panhandle:
 Increase the otter quota to 30, 

from 15.
 Extend the otter season 15 

days to March 31 to match the 
beaver season.

 Clearwater:
 Increase the otter quota to 20, 

from 15.
 Convert beaver control trap-

ping permits 201 and 202 to a 
general season.

 Southeast:
 Increase the otter quota to 15 

from five.
 Magic Valley:
 Open the Lime Creek drain-

age and Basalt Creek in Camas 
County and Clover Creek in 
Gooding County to beaver 
trapping.

F&G wants to make 
it easy for all to be 
involved and heard

While Idaho’s fish and wild-
life remain biologically un-
changed, the manner in which 
we as humans enjoy them is 
constantly changing, and the 
methods used to communicate 
with the sporting public are 
constantly evolving as well.

Idaho Fish and Game is trying 
a new approach by consolidat-
ing its big game and fisheries 
public meetings and making 
more information available on 
the Internet for those who can’t 

attend the meetings in Idaho 
Falls on February 28 and Rex-
burg on March 1.

“We realize that people’s 
time is extremely valuable, so 
we’re combining our big game 
and fishing regulation pro-
posal meetings together, as well 
as making more information 
available on YouTube for those 
who cannot attend a meeting,” 
Upper Snake Regional Supervi-
sor Steve Schmidt said.

Last year, wildlife managers 
in the Upper Snake Region 
experimented with short infor-
mational videos on YouTube 
and found they reached more 
people than had been attending 
the traditional public meetings.

“This time we will have sev-
en different short videos that 
sportsman can click on to learn 
about the status of the animals 
they are interested in,” said Da-
ryl Meints, Upper Snake Region 
wildlife manager. There will be 
separate videos for all of the 
region’s big game species: black 
bear, mountain lion, wolf, mule 
deer, white-tailed deer, elk and 
pronghorn.

“At this stage we are look-
ing for issues that sportsman 
would like us to address during 
the regulation setting process,” 
Meints said. “For example, 
would they like to see more or 
less opportunity for whatever 
species in a given unit or sea-
son.”

Online visitors will have the 
same opportunity to provide 
comments as those who attend 
the public meetings.

The meetings will involve 
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two, half- hour presentations, 
one by the regional wildlife 
manager and the other by the 
regional fishery manager. After 
their presentations, hunters and 
anglers will be able to visit vari-
ous displays staffed by biolo-
gists and discuss specific topics 
of interest.

The public meetings start at 7 
p.m. on:

    Tuesday, February 28, at the 
Fish and Game regional office, 
Idaho Falls.

    Thursday, March 1, at 
Madison Middle School Media 
Center, Rexburg.

Videos about the Upper Snake 
Region big game populations 
can be viewed at http://tinyurl.
com/89ld988 after Thursday, 
February 2. Public comment is 
being taken after the videos on-
line and at the public meetings.

Public comments are due by 
February 16. After that date, bi-
ologists will review comments 
and develop strategies and 
proposals that will be released 
for public comment during late 
February and early March.

Individuals with disabilities 
may request meeting accom-
modations by contacting Da-
ryl Meints at 208-525-7290 or 
through the Idaho Relay Ser-
vice at 1-800-377-3529(TDD).

Individuals not able to attend, 
but wishing to comment may do 
so by mail to IDFG, 4279 Com-
merce Circle, Idaho Falls ID 
83401. E-mail comments about 
wildlife may be sent to daryl.
meints@idfg.idaho,gov, and 
fisheries comments may be sent 
to dan.garren@idfg.idaho.gov.

ILLINoIS
IdNR Extends 

Controlled Pheasant 
hunting at Eldon hazlet 

and Wayne Fitzgerrell 
SRas 

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
today announced additional 
controlled pheasant hunting 
season extensions at Eldon 
Hazlet State Recreation Area 
in Clinton County and Wayne 
Fitzgerrell State Recreation 
Area in Franklin and Jefferson 
Counties.

Four days - Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 2012 through Saturday, 
January 21, 2012 – have been 
added at Eldon Hazlet, and 
five days - Wednesday, January 
18, 2012 through Sunday, Janu-
ary 22, 2012 have been added 
at Wayne Fitzgerrell.  These 
season extensions are possible 
because the IDNR Wildlife 
Propagation Centers had a 
better than expected pheasant 
production season in 2011.

Hunters are encouraged to use 
the online Controlled Pheasant 
Hunting Reservation System at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov 
to secure permits for these ad-
ditional hunting opportunities.  
Reserved permits ensure hunt-
ers will have the opportunity to 
hunt.  Standby permits are also 
available at each site, although 
standby hunting opportunities 
may be limited.

To access the reservation sys-
tem:

1. Click on the “Hunting/
Trapping” button on the toolbar 

on the IDNR Home Page
2. Then click on the Pheasant 

Icon
3. Then click on “Controlled 

Pheasant Areas” under the 
“Quick Links” heading

Hunters are reminded that the 
daily permit fee for controlled 
pheasant hunting is $25 for 
resident hunters and $35 for 
nonresident hunters.  The daily 
permit fee applies to each hunt-
er.  Reserved Permits are paid 
for via credit card during the 
application process.  Complet-
ing a permit reservation online 
can be accomplished as late as 
twenty-four hours before an 
available hunt date and takes 
less than five minutes.  Standby 
hunters pay daily permit fees at 
the site hunter check station on 
the hunt date.  Standby hunt-
ers need to be prepared to pay 
permit fees with cash.

Hunters without computers 
are encouraged to gain access 
to the controlled pheasant hunt-
ing online reservation system 
by checking with family or 
friends who have computers 
with internet access or by using 
a computer at their local public 
library.  Completing a permit 
reservation online takes less 
than five minutes. For complete 
details, check the controlled 
pheasant hunting website at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov

   

KaNSaS
PhEaSaNT FEST 

oFFERS FREE 
adMITTaNCE To 

MILITaRY
National event free with mili-

tary ID on Feb. 17-19
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Pheas-

ants Forever and Quail Forever 
has announced that all active 
military personnel will receive 
free admission to its National 
Pheasant Fest & Quail Classic 
when the event comes to the 
Kansas City Convention Cen-
ter’s Bartle Hall on Feb. 17, 18, 
and 19.

Active duty personnel who 
present their U.S. Military ID 
cards will receive free entrance 
to event from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. This will be the show’s 
first time in Kansas City and 
the first time free admission 
has been extended to military 
members.

“Men and women of the mili-
tary make the ultimate commit-
ment to their country,” says Joe 
Duggan, Pheasants Forever’s 
vice president of corporate 
relations. “They sacrifice a lot 
to serve, including time they 
might otherwise have spent 
hunting, fishing, and enjoying 
the outdoors. This is a small 
token of our appreciation, and 
we hope to see many service 
members on the floor, so we 
can personally thank them 
for standing up for this nation 
and its wildlife and natural 
resources.”

The National Pheasant Fest & 
Quail Classic is the country’s 
largest event for upland bird 
hunters, sport dog owners, and 
wildlife habitat conservation-
ists, combining a national out-
door tradeshow, wildlife habi-
tat seminar series, and family 
event complete with puppies, 
tractors, shotguns, and art. The 
event is presented by Cabela’s.

PhEaSaNT FEST 
To FoCUS oN 
LaNdoWNER 

haBITaT
Pheasants Forever national 

meeting in Kansas City Feb. 
17-19

More Pheasant Fest Informa-
tion

Kansas landowners — and 
those from across the country 
— will receive free land-use 
management consultation at 
Pheasants Forever’s National 
Pheasant Fest and Quail Clas-
sic 2012, in the Kansas City 
Convention Center Feb. 17-19. 
The Landowner Habitat Help 
Room, sponsored by Best Buy 
and Geek Squad, will feature 
the latest technology to evalu-
ate landowner needs.

A dozen work stations fea-
turing large-screen monitors 
will provide a detailed look 
at each landowner’s property. 
The room is designed to give 
farmers and landowners site-
specific information about 
conservation programs they 
can implement on their land. Bi-
ologists use aerial photography, 
topography, and soil informa-
tion for individual planning. 

Landowners just need to bring 
the legal description of their 
property (township, range, 
and section). Through one-on-
one consultations with leading 
wildlife experts, landowners 
have the opportunity to learn 
about conservation and habitat 
options on their land available 
through federal, state, and local 
programs.

Accompanied by trained 
Pheasants Forever or Quail 
Forever biologists or partnering 
biologists from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation; 
the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism; 
or the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, landowners will be 
educated on ways they can 
improve their acres for wildlife 
and even what local, state, and 
federal conservation programs 
that qualify for enrollment.

“Your next wildlife habitat 
project starts at Pheasant Fest,” 
says Steve Riley, Farm Bill wild-
life biologist manager for Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever. 
“The Landowner Habitat Help 
Room is one of the many ways 
Pheasants Forever’s premiere 
event goes beyond a trade show 
and becomes an interactive 
event where wildlife habitat is 
the main focus, and a lasting 
impact is made.”

With the most current stream-
ing data available, the Land-
owner Habitat Help Room will 
offer topographic and aerial 
maps on any piece of prop-
erty in the entire country. For 
more information, phone Brad 
Heidel at 651-209-4956 or email 
bheidel@pheasantsforever.
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org, or phone Rehan Nana at 
651-209-4973 or mail rnana@
pheasantsforever.org.

KENTUCKY
Cooperative dove Field 

Program Enrollment 
Underway

Kentucky farmers can help 
carry on the hunting tradi-
tion and earn much-needed 
extra cash by enrolling in the 
Cooperative Dove Field Pro-
gram. Enrollment is currently 
underway and will 
continue until mid-
March.

    “Under the new 
Voluntary Public 
Access and Habitat 
Incentive Program, 
increased payments 
are available for 
2012,” said Rocky 
Pritchert, migratory 
bird biologist for the 
Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources.

    The Cooperative 
Dove Field Program, 
which began in 1998, 
can generate up to 
$10,000 for a land-
owner who leases a 
field on their land for 
public dove hunting.

    “We will accept 
fields ranging from 6 to 30 acres 
with additional payments for 
buffers around fields. Fields 
generally run from 15 to 30 
acres in size,” Pritchert said. 
“But, we encourage anyone 
interested to apply.”

    Farmers may plant an idle 
field to sunflowers, millet or 
another acceptable crop for 
a public dove field by work-
ing with a Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife private lands biologist 
and following some simple 
guidelines.

    Payment amounts depend 
on the number of acres en-
rolled, crop type and fulfill-
ment of the plot management 
agreement with Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife.

    

gists, log onto Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife’s homepage at 
fw.ky.gov. Click on the “Hunt-
ing, Trapping and Wildlife” 
tab and then on “Contact Us.” 
Property owners may also call 
1-800-858-1549 for more infor-
mation. 

MaRYLaNd
Junior hunter Field day 
Set For allegany County
A young archer practicing his 

skills during a Junior Hunter 
Field Day event.

Youth interested in wildlife 
and the outdoors are welcome 
to join staff from the Mary-
land Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and local 
conservation groups to learn 
about a variety of topics re-
lated to wildlife management 
and stewardship at a Junior 
Hunter Field Day event from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 5 in 
Midland.

“Under the guidance of 
wildlife professionals, this 
event will provide a safe, fun 
and hands-on opportunity for 
young people to learn about 
hunting and its important role 
in Maryland’s wildlife conser-
vation,” said DNR Regional 
Wildlife Response Coordina-
tor, Clarissa Harris.

Youth with an interest in 
hunting, shooting sports, and 

wildlife and fisheries manage-
ment will are invited to interact 
with DNR personnel and local 
conservationists in a safe, men-
tored setting. Participants will 
learn about natural resources 

stewardship, wildlife and fish-
eries biology, safety, and ethical 
conduct in the field. They will 
also have the chance to ob-
serve and try activities such as 
archery, sporting clays, turkey 
hunting and fishing. DNR will 
provide all the equipment and 
certified instructors will over-
see all shooting activities.

The event will be held at the 
Midland Sportsman’s Club in 
Midland, Md. The Club will 
provide participants will a free 
lunch. This event is open to 
youth, ages 8 to 16. Pre-regis-
tration is required and limited 
to the first 100 applicants, so 
register early. For registration 
information contact the Wild-
life and Heritage Service Cum-
berland Office at 301-777-2136 
or visit dnr.maryland.gov/
wildlife/Education/youth/
Jr_Hunter_Field_Days.asp

MIChIGaN
dNR offers Beginner 

and advanced Pheasant 
hunts for Women

Contact:  Sue Tabor, 517-241-
2225 or Ed Golder, 517-335-3014

Agency: Natural Resources
For women who have an in-

terest in pheasant hunting but 
aren’t sure how to get started, 
or for those with shotgun shoot-
ing experience who would 
like a little more challenge, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources’ Becoming an Out-
doors-Woman (BOW) program 
offers two guided pheasant 
hunts in March and April. Both 
hunts will take place at Hunt-
ers Creek Club in Metamora 
(Lapeer County).

No shooting or 
h u n t i n g  e x p e r i -
ence is required for 
the BOW Pheasant 
Hunt for Beginners 
on Saturday, March 
10 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The day will 
begin with a safety 
orientation, followed 
by trap-shooting 
practice with one-
on-one certified in-
struction provided 
by Hunters Creek 
Club staff. Extra at-
tention will be given 
to those who have 
never shot or bird 
hunted before. After 
lunch, participants 
will head out to the 
field for a guided 

walk-up hunt with dogs. Shot-
guns will be provided for those 
who do not own one. The 
$160-per-person cost of this 
program covers instruction, 
target practice, guided hunt 
and lunch.

The BOW Advanced Pheasant 
Hunt will take place on Satur-
day, April 14 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Participants do not need 
to be experienced hunters for 
this event, but they are required 
either to have taken an approved 
hunter education class or to have 
some experience with shotgun 
shooting. After one round (25 
shots) of sporting clays and 
lunch, the class will break up 
into small groups for a guided 
walk-up hunt with dogs. The 
cost is $150 per person, which 
includes one round of sporting 
clays, guided hunt and lunch.

To get the process started, 
landowners must contact their 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife pri-
vate lands biologist or Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
liaison. For a listing of biolo-
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A small game license or ap-
prentice license is needed for 
both hunts. Orange vests will 
be available to borrow. Eye and 
ear protection will be provided, 
and target load shells for trap/
sporting clays shooting will be 
supplied by Federal Ammuni-
tion. For the pheasant hunt in 
the afternoon, attendees will 
need to purchase one box of 
field load ammunition, which 
may be purchased at the Hunt-
ers Creek Pro Shop.

Hunters Creek Club is lo-
cated ay 675 E. Sutton Road in 
Metamora. For more informa-
tion about the club, visit www.
hunterscreekclub.com.

BOW is a noncompetitive pro-
gram in which each individual 
is encouraged to learn at her 
own pace. The emphasis is on 
the enjoyment, fun and cama-
raderie of outdoor activities, 
and sharing in the success of 
one another.

For registration forms and 
information on these and other 
BOW programs, visit www.
michigan.gov/bow, call 517-
241-2225 or email dnr-out-
doors-woman@michigan.gov.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is commit-
ted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

MINNESoTa
2012 spring light goose 
action begins March 1

Interested participants are 
reminded that the spring con-
servation action on “light” 
geese (snow geese, blue-phased 
snow geese, and the smaller 
Ross’s goose) will open Thurs-
day, March 1, and run through 
Monday, April 30.

The action is allowed under a 
federal conservation order that 
permits the take of “light” geese 
during the spring.

A required spring light goose 
permit may be obtained through 
any Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) li-
cense agent, via telephone at 
888-665-4236 or online.  The 
permits are free, but there is a 
$3.50 application fee to cover 
the cost of issuing the permit. 
No other license, stamp or per-
mit is required to participate.

Customers using the phone 
will receive a temporary autho-
rization number in lieu of the 
permit until it is mailed to the 
applicant. Internet customers 
will be able to print their own 
permit when completing the 
transaction, and will not receive 
a permit by mail.

Most regulations that are in 
place during fall waterfowl 
season also apply during the 
spring season, including non-
toxic shot requirements and 
federal baiting regulations. In 
addition, all refuges closed to 
either duck or goose hunting 
during fall seasons will remain 
closed during the spring sea-
son. Shooting hours are one-

half hour before sunrise until 
one-half hour after sunset. No 
daily or possession limits apply. 
Use of electronic calls and un-
plugged shotguns are allowed.

The conservation order season 
is in place in an effort to reduce 
the population of snow geese 
and Ross’s geese that breed 
in the Arctic coastal areas and 
around Hudson Bay. High 
populations of these birds have 
caused considerable habitat 
damage to these fragile eco-
systems.

Minnesota has participated in 
this spring conservation action 
each year since 2000. Harvest 
of light geese has varied from 
a few hundred to several thou-
sand birds each spring.

“Minnesota is on the extreme 
eastern edge of the spring mi-
gration corridor for snow geese 
through the Upper Midwest,” 
said Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist. “In addition, 
March weather, particularly 
snow and ice conditions, have 
a major impact on spring mi-
gration, migration routes and 
migration timing of snow geese 
in Minnesota. With such a mild 
winter and lack of snow cover, 
migration this year could be 
much earlier than normal.”

A summary of regulations 
will be available from license 
vendors, DNR wildlife offices 
or by calling the DNR Informa-
tion Center at 651-296-6157 or 
toll-free 888-646-6367.

dNR program pays 
landowners to allow 

public hunting on their 
land

Landowners in 21 southwest-
ern Minnesota counties can 
earn money by allowing public 
hunting on their private land 
through the Walk-In Access 
(WIA) program, according to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

WIA, which is entering its 
second year as a pilot program, 
targets privately owned parcels 
of 40 acres or more that are 
already enrolled in a conserva-
tion program such as Reinvest 
In Minnesota or Conserva-
tion Reserve Program. River 
bottoms, wetlands and other 
high-quality habitat will also 
be considered for WIA this year.

WIA pays landowners by the 
acre to allow hunting access. 
Bonuses are added if more 
than 140 contiguous acres are 
enrolled, if the land is within 
one-half mile of existing state 
or federal hunting land, or if a 
multi-year agreement is signed. 
This year’s sign-up period goes 
from Feb. 1 to April 15. Local 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) offices are 
handling program details and 
enrollments.

“We had a great response from 
hunters and landowners last 
year,” said Marybeth Block, 
WIA coordinator. She said that 
90 landowners enrolled about 
9,000 acres in 2011. In 2012, she 
hopes to have a total of 25,000 
acres enrolled.

“Studies across the country 
say that hunter numbers are 
declining because it’s getting 
tougher to find places to hunt,” 
Block said. “I see WIA as one 
way to address this, while 
also rewarding landowners 
for keeping their land in high-
quality habitat.”

Block said that the program 
is entirely voluntary for land-
owners. Recreational use laws 
provide extra liability protec-
tion for WIA acres. DNR con-
servation officers will address 
trespass and hunting violations. 
Enrolled acres are for walk-in 
traffic only; no vehicles are al-
lowed on conservation land. 
Parking is along roads or in 
designated parking areas.

WIA land is for public hunting 
only. No target practice, trap-
ping, dog training, camping, 
horseback riding or fires are 
allowed. Similar rules apply to 
WIAs as to other public wild-
life lands. Once private land is 
enrolled in the program, bright 
yellow-green hexagon signs are 
placed at the property bound-
aries.

Read more about the WIA 
program and see a map of the 
21 counties involved in the 
program. Locations of parcels 
enrolled for 2012 will be on the 
website in August.

The WIA program is a part-
nership between the DNR, 
SWCD, Board of Soil and Water 
Resources and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which is 
funding the first two years of 
the pilot program.

MISSISSIPPI
Light Goose 

Conservation order 
Resumes

Waterfowl hunters are re-
minded that even though the 
regular waterfowl season ends 
on January 29, additional light 
goose huntingopportunity will 
be available for late winter and 
early spring.  The light goose 
conservation order is a special 
hunting opportunity to help 
control expanding populations 
of snow, blue, and Ross’s geese 
(collectively called light geese).  
The remainder of this special 
opportunity will be from Janu-
ary 30th to February 3rd, 2012.  
The light goose conservation 
order will be closed for the 
weekend of February 4th - 5th 
for the Youth Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Season, and will be open 
again from February 6th to 
March 31st, 2012.

Regulations for the light goose 
conservation order are as fol-
lows:

    There is no daily bag limit 
or possession limit during the 
Conservation Order.

    Snow, blue, and Ross’ geese 
are the only birds legal for har-
vest.

    A free permit number is 
required to hunt light geese 
during the Conservation Order.

    Permit numbers are ob-
tained by calling (601) 432 - 
2199 (Monday through Friday 
8 am to 5 pm).

    The use of electronic calling 
devices is allowed.

    The use of unplugged shot-
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guns is allowed. 
    Shooting hours are 30 min-

utes before sunrise to 30 min-
utes after sunset.

    Hunters are required to have 
a valid Mississippi hunting 
license and Mississippi water-
fowl stamp.

    Hunters are not required 
to have a federal waterfowl 
stamp.

    Hunters must use steel or 
other approved non-toxic shot 
shells.

Youth Waterfowl 
hunting Weekend: 

February 4th- February 
5th

Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) would like to re-
mind everyone of the youth 
waterfowl hunting weekend on 
February 4th - 5th, 2012.  Adult 
hunters are encouraged to par-
ticipate by taking a youth (un-
der the age of 16) on what could 
possibly be their first hunting 
trip.  “It’s extremely important 
to our agency for hunters to 
take the time to pass along the 
enjoyment that can be found 
in the outdoors.” said Houston 
Havens, MDWFP Migratory 
Game Bird Program Biologist.  

Wildlife Management Areas 
with waterfowl hunting op-
portunity will be open to youth 
hunting during this time.  These 
areas present a great opportu-
nity for youth to be introduced 
to wetland habitat and the sport 
of waterfowl hunting.  Water-
fowl regulations, including bag 
limits, for the youth hunting 
weekend will be the same as 

during the regular waterfowl 
season; however, youth hunters 
are exempt from purchasing a 
hunting license, WMA user 
permit, and duck stamps.  Non-
toxic shot and shotguns holding 
no more than three shells must 
still be used.  Youth hunters 
must be accompanied by a li-
censed adult, and adults are not 
allowed to carry weapons or 
harvest birds during the hunts.

MoNTaNa
Meeting on Upland 

Game Bird Enhancement 
Program Set for april 9 

in Kalispell
Revisions to the rules that 

guide Montana’s Upland Game 
Bird Enhancement (UGBE) 
Program are up for comment 
through April 13 on Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks’ website. 
The proposed revisions are nec-
essary to implement the new 
UGBE Program strategic plan 
endorsed by the FWP Commis-
sion in 2011.

Most of the proposed changes 
fine tune the UBGE Program’s 
requirements, responsibilities, 
application and funding pro-
cesses. Others clarify project 
renewals, payments, and re-
porting issues.

The proposed rule changes 
can be reviewed on the FWP 
website.  Eight public meetings 
will be held in early April to 
discuss the proposed rules. All 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. The 
Kalispell meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, April 9, beginning 
at 6 p.m. at FWP Region One 

headquarters on 490 North 
Meridian Road.

The public may also provide 
comment through April 13 by 
mail to: Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks, Attn: UGBEP Rule 
Comments, P.O Box 200701, 
Helena, MT 59620.

NoRTh daKoTa
New CRP General Sign-
up, Initiatives Provide 

opportunities
Producers interested in sub-

mitting bids to enroll land in 
Conservation Reserve Program 
acres have a deadline of April 6.

Kevin Kading, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department 
private land section leader, 
said applications received dur-
ing the current sign-up period 
are ranked against others ac-
cording to the Environmental 
Benefit Index.

“Producers can receive assis-
tance from private land biolo-
gists with the Game and Fish 
Department, Ducks Unlimited 
and Pheasants Forever,” Kad-
ing said. “Private land biolo-
gists can help producers find 
the best possible combination 
of factors that will positively 
influence their EBI score, and 
increase their likelihood of be-
ing accepted into the program.”

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment also offers additional 
incentives and cost-share if 
producers enroll their CRP 
acres into the department’s 
Private Land Open To Sports-
men program to allow walk-in 
access for hunting. “This is an 

option producers should keep 
in mind when applying for the 
CRP,” Kading said.

Expired CRP acres, and land 
currently enrolled in CRP with 
an expiration date of Sept. 30, 
2012 are eligible. In addition, 
landowners may also offer 
new acreage into this sign-up 
if cropping history and other 
eligibility requirements are met.

In addition, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture secretary Tom 
Vilsack announced on March 2 
a new CRP initiative that allows 
producers nationwide to enroll 
up to 1 million acres of land 
in a new CRP initiative to re-
store grasslands, wetlands and 
wildlife. This new allocation of 
acres will be available through a 
continuous sign-up rather than 
a general signup. North Dakota 
has not yet received its alloca-
tion of acres for this initiative, 
but information will soon be 
available through local county 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
offices.

Producers can contact any 
of the following biologists for 
more information about the 
general sign-up or the new 
CRP initiative, or attend a local 
workshop listed below. Infor-
mation on how producers can 
maximize their EBI score is also 
available on the Game and Fish 
website, gf.nd.gov.

NDGF Private Land Biologists
    Ty Dressler, Dickinson – 227-

7431 (Stark, Hettinger, Adams, 
Slope, Bowman)

    Levi Jacobson, Bismarck – 
328-6647 (Burleigh, Emmons, 
Kidder, Oliver)

    Nate Harling, Devils Lake 
– 662-3617 (Bottineau, Rolette, 
Towner, Cavalier, Ramsey, 
Pembina, Walsh, Grand Forks, 
Nelson)

    Todd Buckley, Williston – 
774-4320 (Divide, Burke, Wil-
liams, Mountrail, McKenzie)

    Terry Oswald, Jr., Lonetree 
– 324-2211 (Sheridan, Wells, 
Eddy, Foster, Benson, Pierce)

    Renae Heinle, Jamestown 
– 253-6480 (Stutsman, Barnes, 
Lamoure, Dickey, Sargent, 
Griggs, Cass, Richland, Ran-
som, Steele, Traill, McIntosh, 
Logan)

    Ryan Huber, Riverdale – 
654-7475 (McLean, Mercer, 
McHenry, Ward, Renville)

    Kory Richardson, Lake Ilo 
NWR – 548-8110 (Dunn, Bill-
ings, Golden Valley)

    Jon Roaldson, Bismarck – 
328-6308 (Grant, Morton and 
Sioux)

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
Biologists

    Rachel Bush, Jamestown 
– 252-2521 ext. 129 (Stutsman, 
Barnes, LaMoure)

    Matthew Flintrop, Dickin-
son – 225-3811 ext. 118 (Stark, 
Hettinger, Billings and other 
western counties)

    Matt Olson, Forman – 724-
3247 ext. 114 (Sargent, Richland, 
Ransom, Dickey)

    Jaden Honeyman, Hettinger 
– 567-2661 ext. 113 (Adams, 
Bowman, Slope and other west-
ern counties)

    Andrew Ahrens, Devils 
Lake - 701-662-7967 (Ramsey, 

Benson, Nelson)
Ducks Unlimited Conserva-

tion Program Biologists
    Matthew Shappell, Napo-

leon – 754-2234 ext. 3 (McIn-
tosh, Logan, Kidder)

    Vacant, Turtle Lake – 448-
2377 (McLean, Burleigh, Sheri-
dan)

Pheasants Forever CRP Land-
owner Workshops

    March 14 – Streeter, Friends 
Bar and Grill, 2 p.m.

    March 15 – Spiritwood, 
Spiritwood Bar, 2 p.m.

    March 15 – Pingree, Pingree 
Café, 10 a.m.

    March 19 – Dickinson, Elks 
Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

    March 20 – Mott, Pheasant 
Café and Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

    March 26 – Dickinson, Elks 
Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

    March 26 – Hettinger, Het-
tinger Research Extension Cen-
ter, 1 p.m.

    March 27 – Mott, Pheasant 
Café and Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

Spring Snow Goose 
hotline, Website Provide 

Migration Updates
North Dakota spring light 

goose hunters can track general 
locations of geese as birds make 
their way through the state 
during the upcoming spring 
season.

Hunters are able to call (701) 
328-3697 to hear recorded in-
formation 24 hours a day. Mi-
gration reports are also posted 
on the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department website, 


