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landowners with the opportunity 
to have an individual wildlife con-
servation plan drafted for their 
property, educate the public on the 
economic benefits of conservation 
programs and estate planning, and 
teach the public about the economic 
benefits of conservation programs 
and estate planning.

“Given his extensive outdoor 
and managerial experience, Marc 
brings an interesting perspective 
to Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever” says Rick Young, Pheas-
ants Forever Vice President of Field 
Operations, “His passion and dedi-
cation for the conservation mission 
are unparalleled, and we all expect 
great things for Marc, and in turn, 
eastern Kansas.” Glades was born 
and raised in Kansas, splitting his 
childhood between Yates Center 
and Garden City, Ks. An avid hunter 
his entire life, Glades graduated 
from Emporia State University and 
shortly thereafter starting working 
for Outdoor Connection, Inc. He 
and his wife, Tara, and their two 
children, Raini and Brayden, cur-
rently live in Burlington, Kansas, 
with their German shorthaired 
pointers, Bella and Tutter.

Glades addition to the Kansas 
Pheasant Forever and Quail Forever 
Team follows Jordan Martincich’s 
promotion to the position of Pheas-
ants Forever Development Officer. 
Martincich had been Pheasants 
Forever’s eastern Kansas Regional 
Representative since August 2008.

For more information on Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever in 
eastern Kansas, please contact Marc 
Glades at 620-218-0557 / Email 
Marc. For all other inquiries, please 
contact Rehan Nana, Pheasants 
Forever Public Relations Specialist, 
at 651-209-4973 / Email Rehan.

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s largest 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 

upland habitat conservation. Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 130,000 members and 
700 local chapters across the United 
States and Canada. Chapters are 
empowered to determine how 100 
percent of their locally raised con-
servation funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organization 
that operates through this truly 
grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 
Rnana@pheasantsforever.org

Pheasants Forever Hires Wis-
consin DNR Veteran as New Re-
gional Wildlife Biologist

Doug Fendry using 30+ years of 
conservation experience to further 
Pheasants Forever in Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin - March 12 -

Pheasants Forever has 
named Doug Fendry of 
McFarland, Wisconsin, 

as the organization’s 
new Regional Wildlife 

Biologist for the state of 
Wisconsin.

Fendry will work at raising and 
expending funds on wildlife habitat 
and conservation education, and 
also with local, state, and federal 
natural resource agencies on behalf 
of Pheasants Forever chapters.

Fendry looks to grow Pheasants 
Forever’s chapter recognition and 
youth outdoor activity in Wisconsin, 
which is currently home to 31 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters and more than 
7,900 Pheasants Forever members.

A native of McFarland, Wiscon-
sin, Fendry earned his B.S. in Wild-
life Management and Biology from 
UW Stevens Point and his Masters 
in Public Administration from UW 
Madison. Over the past 32 years, he 
worked with the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources in vari-
ous positions including as a Wildlife 
Technician, Wildlife Biologist and 
Special Conservation Warden, Chief 
of Land Management Section - Bu-
reau of Facilities and Lands, Team 
Leader for the Lower Rock Land 
Team, and an Area Wildlife Super-
visor. His responsibilities varied 
greatly but primarily focused on 
the increased wellbeing and active 
management of wildlife and lands 
throughout Wisconsin.

“Doug’s depth of knowledge 
and experience with conservation 
management and conservation or-
ganizations made him the natural 
choice for the new Wisconsin Re-
gional Wildlife Biologist position,” 
said Rick Young, Pheasants Forever 
Vice President of Field Operations. 
“While with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Doug 
worked closely with Pheasants 
Forever, so he knows what the or-
ganization is capable of and how 
we can best use our resources to 
increase wildlife and awareness in 
Wisconsin.”

A large part of Fendry’s career 
consisted of partnering with con-
servation organizations profession-
ally to accomplish the DNR’s habitat 
enhancement goals. Personally, he 
practiced what he preached, starting 
regional Ducks Unlimited and Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation chapters, 
and coordinating habitat and pheas-
ant research projects with Pheasants 
Forever. “Over the course of my life, 
I am proud to have worked with a 
number of nonprofit conservation 
organizations,” says Fendry, “What is 
unique and what drew me to Pheas-
ants Forever is the focus on habitat 
projects, the local chapter model, and 
the youth education aspect. I know 
firsthand how passionate the em-
ployees and volunteers are, and I am 
looking forward to the great things 
we will accomplish for Wisconsin 
wildlife and to getting more youth 
involved in the outdoors.”

Fendry lives in McFarland, 
Wisconsin, with his wife, Mary, and 
has one daughter, Erin, who is mar-
ried to Collin, and a son, Mark. An 
avid hunter his entire life, Fendry 
and his 13 year old black Labrador 
“Willow” pursue pheasants and 
waterfowl throughout the United 
States, even though at Willow’s age 
the hunting trips are now “more 
about spending time outside with 
Willow while she’s still able to 
hunt.” When not participating in 
the shooting sports, Fendry enjoys 
paddle sports, camping, and racing 
his vintage sports car.

Pheasants Forever empowers 
county and local chapters with the 
responsibility to determine how 
100 percent of their locally raised 
conservation funds will be spent 
- the only national conservation 
organization that operates through 
this truly grassroots structure. As a 
result, chapter volunteers are able to 
see the fruits of their efforts locally, 
while belonging to a larger national 
organization with a voice on federal 
and state conservation policy.

For more information regarding 
Pheasants Forever in Wisconsin, 
please contact Doug Fendry at 608-
843-7999 / Email Doug. For all other 
inquiries, please contact Rehan 
Nana, Pheasants Forever Public 
Relations Specialist at 651-209-4973 
/ Email Rehan.

Pheasants Forever, including its 
quail conservation division, Quail 
Forever, is the nation’s largest non-
profit organization dedicated to up-
land habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have more 
than 130,000 members and 700 local 
chapters across the United States and 
Canada. Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of their 
locally raised conservation funds are 
spent, the only national conservation 
organization that operates through 
this truly grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 

2012 Print of The Year 
Announced

2012 Print of the Year. The print 
is from a graphite powder original 
Old Stone Wall - Ruffed Grouse by 
Cole Johnson.

An 18” X 24” print will be auc-
tioned at most of the RGS banquets 
held this year; each will be signed 
and numbered by the artist. Banquet 
sponsors participating in the reward 
program may also elect to receive 
a print.

Johnson, a resident of Deposit, 
New York, prefers to capture his 
favorite subjects – the white-tailed 
deer, trout, turkeys, hunting dogs 
and waterfowl – in graphite powder. 
“The contrast of black and white 
appeals to me,” says Cole. “I enjoy 
the challenge of making a drawing 
come to life based solely on tonal 
value.”

In 1998, Cole was inducted into 
the Society of Animal Artists, a 
prestigious group of animal artists 
devoted to “promoting excellence 
in the portrayal of creatures sharing 
our planet.”

To see more of his work, visit 
www.colejohnsonart.com.

RGS Woodcock 
Migration Maps - Mar 

2012
 The Ruffed Grouse Society is 

pleased to once again provide the 
American woodcock migration 
mapping feature. It will be active 
from September 19, 2011 through 
April 2012.

 See below for March 2012 
daily, weekly, and monthly maps, 
which when compared will show 
the general movement of the birds 
on their migration.
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News From The AKC

Podcast on 
Hypertrophic 

Osteodystrophy (HOD) 
and

Legg-Calve-Perthes 
(LCP) 

In this edition of Genome 
Barks we bring you an interview 
with Dr. Alison Starr, a scientific 
investigator at the Clemson Ca-
nine Genetics Research Group, 
which studies hereditary dis-
eases in the domestic dog. Dr. 
Starr has received funding from 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion and her current research is 
focused on the development of 
genetic tests to help predict and 
screen for hereditary diseases.

In this podcast Dr. Starr 
discusses her study of Hypertro-
phic Osteodystrophy (HOD), a 
bone disease that usually affects 
young, rapidly growing, large 
breed dogs. Specifically, she is 
looking at HOD in Irish Setters. 
Additionally, Dr. Starr discusses 
her study of Legg-Calve-Perthes 
(LCP), a disease that results in 
the abnormal deformity of the 
ball of the hip joint and usually 
occurs in young miniature and 
small breeds of dogs. Specifically, 
she is looking at LCP in West 
Highland White Terriers and 
other Terrier breeds. For both 
HOD and LCP, Dr. Starr is hop-
ing to discover the gene or genes 
responsible for these diseases so 
that genetic tests might be de-
veloped as a tool for producing 
better and healthier dogs.

If you enjoyed this podcast 
you may also like our other pod-
casts Cruciate Ligament Rupture 
and Hip Dysplasia and Orthope-
dic Diseases.

New podcasts are released 
every two weeks.  They are also 
available for direct download at 
Apple's itunes® or www.genome-
barks.com.

We are grateful to the Kenneth 
A. Scott Charitable Trust, a Key-
Bank Trust, for their support of 
the Genome Barks Podcast Series. 

For more information contact 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion at 1-888-682-9696 or chf@
akcchf.org.

AKC Canine Health 
Foundation Awards 21 
New Research Grants

The AKC Canine Health Foun-
dation (CHF) is committing more 
than $1.5 million in 2012 for re-
search grants to help dogs live 
longer, healthier lives.

CHF approved 21 OAK grants 
to 14 research institutions and 
universities to conduct research 
covering canine health issues such 
as cataracts, carcinoma, dermatitis, 
epilepsy, liver disease, lymphoma, 
melanoma, and osteosarcoma. 
This year’s grants cover research 
of diseases affecting all dogs and 
specific breeds, such as Australian 
Shepherds, Bassett Hounds, Grey-
hounds, Havanese, Irish Wolf-
hounds, Scottish Terriers, Shetland 
Sheepdogs and West Highland 
White Terriers.

“The selection of these grants 
represents great potential in ad-
vancing the health of all dogs

and their owners,” said CHF 
Chief Executive Officer and Gen-
eral Counsel Terry Warren. “The 
Foundation is dedicated to fund-
ing sound scientific research and 
disseminating health information 
that can prevent, treat and cure 
canine disease.”

This year CHF received 109 
OAK grant proposals. Part of 
CHF’s two-level grant structure, 
the annually-awarded OAK grants 
are one- to two-year, in-depth 
research projects that examine 
causes, provide accurate diagnosis 
and prognosis and develop effec-
tive treatments for canine disease. 
CHF also funds short-term re-
search throughout the year called 
ACORN grants, which frequently 
produce preliminary data for pos-
sible future OAK proposals.

The canine and human ge-
nomes are highly similar. Thus, 
most canine diseases also occur in 
humans. “Research funded by the 
Foundation often provides infor-
mation for discoveries in human 
illnesses,” Warren said. “There 
are a number of research projects 
this year that have the potential to 
be translational from dogs to hu-
mans. As a result, we are not only 
helping our beloved companions, 
but we are helping ourselves.”

CHF has invested more than 
$26 million in canine health re-
search since its inception in 1995. 
Funding for the CHF OAK grants 
comes from a variety of sources. 
“We are fortunate to have fantastic 
support from the American Ken-
nel Club, Nestlé Purina PetCare 
and Pfizer Animal Health,” said 
Warren. “We also receive contribu-
tions from many all-breed, parent 

and specialty dog clubs as well as 
dog lovers around the world.”

CHF has a distinctive and 
thorough grant process. It starts 
with gathering information from 
the American Kennel Club Parent 
Clubs, dog owners, breeders, vet-
erinarians, academic institutions 
and researchers to establish canine 
health research priorities. “We 
encourage our investigators to 
submit applications based on these 
research priorities,” explained 
Warren.

Researchers can submit re-
search pre-proposals each year be-
ginning in January. Once the pre-
proposal period ends, the applica-
tions are initially reviewed by the 
CHF Grants Committee and often 
by experts in the application’s field 
of study. Approximately one-third 
of the pre-proposals are selected 
for the researcher to submit a 
full proposal. Those applications 
are evaluated by volunteer peer 
reviewers. The CHF Board of 
Directors and Grants Committee 
then make the final decisions and 
award grants each fall.

For more details on the 2012 
CHF research grants view the 
complete list online.

Help the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation continue to fund 
ground-breaking canine health 
reseach.

Podcast on the Genetics 
of Canine Behavior 

Released
In this edition of Genome Barks 

we bring you and interview with Dr. 
Mark Neff, scientific investigator 
and Director of program for canine 
health and performance at the Van 
Andel Research Institute.  Dr. Neff 
has received funding from the AKC 

Canine Health Foundation and his 
current research is focused on neu-
rological and behavioral disorders 
in the dog.

In this podcast Dr. Neff dis-
cusses how researchers are learn-
ing about the genes responsible for 
behaviors like pointing and herding 
and how understanding the prin-
cipals of the mind can help them 
understand the intrinsic reward 
system that motivates dogs to do 
what they do. 

If you enjoyed this podcast you 
may also like our other podcasts 
Canine Behavior and Canine Com-
pulsive Behavior.

New podcasts are released ev-
ery two weeks.  They are also avail-
able for direct download at Apple’s 
itunes® or www.genomebarks.com.

We are grateful to the Kenneth 
A. Scott Charitable Trust, a KeyBank 
Trust, for their support of the Ge-
nome Barks Podcast Series. 

For more information contact 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
at 1-888-682-9696 or chf@akcchf.org.

Federal PUPS Legislation 
Information Update
The American Kennel Club 

and our Washington, D.C.-based 
advocacy team continue to closely 
monitor the federal Puppy Uni-
form Protection and Safety (PUPS) 
legislation introduced last spring as 
Senate Bill 707 (S.707) and House 
Bill 835 (H.R. 835). Each of the bills 
has been assigned to the Agricul-
ture Committees of their respective 
chambers. To date, no hearings have 
been scheduled and no formal ac-
tion has been taken on this bill.

PUPS would purportedly re-
quire anyone who owns or co-owns 
dogs that produce 50 or more pup-
pies offered for sale in a 12-month 
period to be regulated under exist-

ing USDA dog “dealer” regulations. 
These regulations are designed for 
high-volume commercial kennels 
that produce puppies for wholesale, 
and require a USDA commercial 
license, maintenance of specified 
commercial kennel engineering 
standards and regular inspections.

The AKC does not oppose the 
general concept of reasonable regu-
lations for high volume breeder/
retailers. However, the PUPS bill 
is misleading because such regula-
tions would hurt responsible small 
breeders who raise only a few lit-
ters of puppies each year in their 
homes, while also reducing the 
availability of resources needed to 
enforce against abusive or negligent 
operations.

The AKC also has a number of 
serious concerns with the bill as in-
troduced and does not support this 
measure.  These concerns include: 

    Definition of “breeding fe-
male” as an intact female dog aged 
4 months or older. This definition is 
misleading because female dogs are 
not sufficiently mature at 4 months 
of age to be bred. Additionally, such 
a definition should not be necessary 
if a “high volume retail breeder” is 
to be based on sales, rather than the 
number of dogs owned.

 Definition of “high volume 
retail breeder” as someone with “an 
ownership interest in or custody 
of one or more breeding female 
dogs.”  This definition is overly 
broad and does not take into ac-
count the tradition of co- and joint 
ownerships common among dog 
show participants, sporting dog 
trainers, hunting club members, 
and other hobbyists. Additionally, 
a reference to the number of dogs 
owned by a breeder is unnecessary 
and potentially misleading in legis-
lation that does not limit ownership 
rights per se. 
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Current exercise language is 
overly vague and should be clari-
fied to ensure that the daily exercise 
requirements do not preclude use 
of legitimate training or exercise 
equipment or other types of physi-
cal activity.

    This legislation calls for ex-
ponentially expanding the numbers 
of breeders regulated and inspected 
by the Animal Care division of the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Animal, Plant and 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 
However, a May 2010 audit of this 
program by the USDA’s own In-
spector General demonstrated that 
the existing inspections program 
is insufficient to carry out current 
responsibilities. The AKC believes 
these issues and full funding for 
the current program should be 
addressed before attempting to ex-
ponentially expand the program’s 
responsibilities and workload.  

AKC Government Relations 
and our Washington-based advo-
cates will continue to closely moni-
tor the activities of  key members of 
Congress, policy committees, and 
their staff for any developments 
regarding PUPS. We are committed 
to keeping our constituents updated 
via email and the AKC website. Up-
dated information about PUPS and 
other legislation is available online 
at http://www.akc.org/news/
sections/legislative_alerts.cfm or 
by clicking on “US Fed” on AKC’s 
online legislative tracking system. 

The AKC encourages all respon-
sible dog owners and breeders to 
stay active in your community as a 
role model for responsible dog own-
ership and breeding and to educate 
your legislators about potentially 
misleading legislation that could 
harm responsible dog owners and 
breeders.

Although PUPS is not actively 
being considered in Congress at 
this time, we encourage responsible 

dog owners and breeders to share 
their concerns about this measure 
with their federal representatives.  
Use the following links to find out 
the names and contact information 
of your member of  Congress and 
your Senators.  For more informa-
tion on effectively communicating 
with your legislators and other tools 
and information to help you, please 
visit the AKC Government Relations 
Toolbox and AKC GR newsletters 
links on the AKC Government Rela-
tions webpage.

Chairman’s Report
January 2012

-- AKC Owner-Handler Series 
Kicks Off This Month --

This month, we’re pleased to 
launch a new event that will take 
place at select dog shows around the 
country – the AKC Owner-Handler 
Series.

Owner-handlers are the core of 
the conformation dog sport, mak-
ing up the majority of show entries. 
We’re pleased to put the spotlight 
on all of our owner-handlers and 
acknowledge the time and dedica-
tion they put into their dogs.

The AKC Owner-Handler Se-
ries will take place after Best of 
Breed judging in each breed ring. 
This competition will be open to all 
non-professional owner-handlers, 
whether experienced or novice. All 
dogs’ eligibility must be indicated 
by checking the Owner-Handler 
box on the entry form at the time of 
entry and will be marked as Owner-
Handler eligible with an asterisk (*) 
in the steward’s book and catalog.

Owner-Handler Best of Breed 
will be selected from the dogs that 
are eligible to compete in the Best 
of Breed competition including 
Winners Dog and Winners Bitch. If 
the Best of Breed/Variety winner 
is Owner-Handler eligible, it will 

automatically be Owner-Handler 
Best of Breed/Variety. If BOB is in-
eligible and Best of Opposite Sex is 
eligible, BOS will compete against 
the eligible Best of Breed dogs of 
the other sex. If the BOB and BOS 
winners are both ineligible, the 
judge will choose Owner-Handler 
Best of Breed from the eligible Se-
lects and eligible WD or WB. If one 
of the Selects is eligible, the judge 
will excuse dogs of the same sex as 
the Select and judge the remaining 
dogs of the opposite sex including 
the eligible WD or WB. If the BOB, 
BOS and Selects are not eligible, the 
judge may choose any eligible dog 
remaining in the ring.

Based on points from Breed, 
Group and Best in Show wins ac-
crued throughout the year, we’ll 
rank the dogs and invite our top 
owner-handled exhibits to a special 
year-end event to compete for a Best 
Owner-Handler Award.

AKC Owner-Handler Series 
Point Scale:

(Note: Owner-Handler Series 
points do not contribute to cham-
pionship points)

Best in Show 100

Group 1 30

Group 2 20

Group 3 15

Group 4 10

Best of Breed 5

I hope that many of you will 
take part and we look forward to 
your feedback about the new Series. 
We plan to add shows featuring this 
new event throughout the year, so 
stay tuned for updates on www.
akc.org.

The first events in the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series will take 
place at:

Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon 

– January 21st

Oakland County Kennel Club – 
January 21st

Sahuaro State Kennel Club – Febru-
ary 4th

Colorado Kennel Club – February 
19th

International Kennel Club of Chi-
cago – February 26th

Ft. Worth Kennel Club – March 24th

Atlanta Kennel Club – April 14th

Greenwich Kennel Club – June 9th

If you have any questions or 
feedback to share about the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series, we encour-
age you to contact Bri Tesarz at glt@
akc.org or 919-816-3514.

And don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for the ABC Television 
Network broadcast of the AKC/
Eukanuba National Championship 
on February 4th. Check your local 
listings for airtimes. The national 
exposure this broadcast brings helps 
us share all the good things AKC 
does for dogs with the pet-loving 
public.

Sincerely, 

Ron Menaker Chairman

Pluis Davern Named 
2011 AKC Breeder Of 

The Year
Pluis Davern of Royal Oaks, 

California was honored with the 
2011 AKC Breeder of the Year Award 
for her Sundowners Sussex Spaniels 
at the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18, 2011. The annual award 
honors those breeders who have 
dedicated their lives to improving 
the health, temperament and quality 
of purebred dogs.

“Congratulations to Pluis,” said 
AKC Chairman of the Board Ron 
Menaker. “We’re also proud that 

she, along with the other Breeder of 
the Year group honorees, is an AKC 
Breeder of Merit program partici-
pant - part of a select group of AKC 
breeders that truly are the backbone 
of the sport and the foundation of 
our organization.”

Each year, one honoree is cho-
sen from each of the seven groups: 
Sporting, Hound, Working, Terrier, 
Toy, Non-Sporting, and Herding. 
From those seven, one Group win-
ner is selected as “AKC Breeder of 
the Year” during the AKC/Eukanu-
ba National Championship, which 
was held this year in Orlando, 
Florida on December 17 and 18. The 
Breeder of the Year ceremony will 
be included in the show’s telecast 
on ABC Network Television on 
Saturday, February 4, 2012. Check 
local listings for air times.

Raised in Europe and New 
Zealand, Pluis came to America 
with her husband in 1964. They 
purchased a Golden Retriever, 
which lead to hunting, field and 
obedience training, handling in the 
show ring, breeding and eventually 
to her becoming a performance and 
conformation judge. Having bred a 
number of dual purpose Goldens, 
Pluis decided to downsize with 
Sussex Spaniels. Her Ch. The Vicar 
of Lexxfield CD, won the first BIS in 
the breed and placed in the group at 
the Garden.

Pluis acquired Sand Creeks’ 
Up to Snuff, her foundation stud, 
in 1990. He became a multiple BIS 
winner and the first Sussex with 
advanced field and obedience titles.

With a UK-imported bitch, Pluis 
began her challenging journey as a 
breeder. With a second UK bitch, she 
produced three champions, two of 
which were ranked 1 and 2 in the 
country, and a male All-Breed and 
National Specialty Best in Show 
Winner, who ranked outstanding 
sire two years.

Another dog she bred became 

the first with a Master Hunter title, 
while his brother sired a two-time 
BISS winner. Subsequent progeny 
succeeded in both conformation 
and performance, including the 
2010 AKC/Eukanuba BOB winner 
and the show’s breed Best Bred-By-
Exhibitor two years in a row.

As the 2011 Breeder of the Year’ 
recipient, Pluis Davern will be 
honored with a commission from 
Mitch Gyson, a canine portraitist 
to memorialize a prominent dog 
from her kennel and her name will 
be inscribed on a perpetual trophy. 
They will remain on permanent 
display at the AKC headquarters in 
New York City.

All seven Group honorees were 
presented with medallions during 
the show on December 18, 2011. 
Group winners included:

    Sporting: Pluis Davern - Sun-
downers Sussex Spaniels, Royal 
Oaks, California

    Hound: Gretchen Bernardi 
- Berwyck Irish Wolfhounds, Ed-
wardsville, Illinois

    Working: Thomas Oelschlager 
& Marlene DePalma - Kontoki Si-
berian Huskies, Finleyville, Penn-
sylvania

    Terrier: Elena Landa - Dou-
bloon Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers, 
Bothell, Washington

    Toy: Sharon and Raymond 
Stevens - Sharbelle Toy Poodles, 
Vista, California

    Non-Sporting: Barbara Wood 
- Anbara Lhasa Apsos, Cranford, 
New Jersey

    Herding: Steve and Alice Law-
rence - Fuzzy Farm Pulik, Stafford 
Springs, Connecticut

For more information on all of 
the AKC Breeder of the Year Group 
honorees visit www.akc.org 
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

The Humane Society of 
The United States Sets 

its Battlefields

If you thought that the Hu-
mane Society of the United 
States (HSUS) was all about 
building shelters for homeless 
cats and dogs and then feed-
ing and caring for them, think 
again.

The group’s leader, Wayne 
Pacelle, recently declared that 
HSUS is ready to take on, in his 
words, the “most entrenched 
forms of institutionalized ani-
mal cruelty, such as factory 
farming, the fur trade, puppy 
mills, trophy hunting, animal 
fighting, and other large-scale 
abuses.”

In the fight against trap-
ping and hunting, HSUS will 
be “pulling together scientists, 
lawyers, investigators, lob-
byists, organizers, and others 
to drive social reform,” noted 
Pacelle.

Lawsuits, undercover in-
vestigations, and relentless lob-
bying practices are how HSUS 
currently uses these colleagues.

“It’s our goal to organize an 
army of millions of members 
and supporters to carry on 
the battle for animals,” Pacelle 
continued. The group reports 
11 million members.

Trappers, ranchers, farmers 
and hunters should take note—
and beware! Now is a great 
time to start building good 
working relationships with 
local, state and federal elected 
officials, and your state’s game 
department.

You should also consider 
joining a sportsmen’s club and 
working to promote hunting, 
fishing, and trapping in your 
state and region. Protecting 
these activities may take as little 
as spreading the good news—
and truth— about the many 
benefits of outdoor sports to 
sportsmen and non-sportsmen 
alike.

Now is also a good time 
to encourage others to be-
come a USSA Sentry charged 
with building an electronic 
grass roots network of sports-
men and women from coast to 
coast (www.ussportsmen.org/
beasentry) and to make a dona-
tion to the USSA’s Sportsmen’s 
Issue Defense Fund with a 
goal of having $1 million at the 
ready whenever and wherever 
it is needed (www.ussports-
men.org/donate).

Remember, being well in-
formed is a huge advantage 
when battling the powerful 
HSUS.  Also remember that 
they have publicly declared to 
take away your hunting and 
trapping rights.

We are not alone in our 
thoughts about the HSUS.  The 
Center for Consumer Freedom 
tracks dozens of organizations 
and publishes their findings.  
Here is their report on the 
HSUS-   http://activistcash.
com/organization_overview.
cfm/o/136-humane-society-of-
the-united-states.

In Ten Years, NSSF® Has 
Awarded $4.7 Million 
to State Agencies to 
Promote Hunting

$392,185 in Hunting Heri-
tage Partnership® Grants Go 
to 12 Projects

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation® has in ten 
years awarded $4.7 million in 
grants to 40 state wildlife agen-
cies to fund projects providing 
novice and experienced hunt-
ers with more opportunities to 
go afield and new resources to 
plan hunts. Some 121 grants 
have been awarded over the 
past decade, including some to 
regional wildlife agencies.

NSSF, the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry, launched the Hunting 
Heritage Partnership grants in 
2003 to help state agencies re-
spond to the growing number 
of barriers to hunting, includ-
ing loss of access to hunting 
land due to urbanization and 
the fragmentation of many 
hunters’ social networks.

States were encouraged to 
design and submit programs 

to meet these and other chal-
lenges. The result is that they 
have chalked up a number of 
successes, ranging from in-
creasing access to public and 
private lands to improving 
online resources by providing 
maps with GPS coordinates to 
mentoring programs to mar-
keting efforts using traditional 
and social media outlets. Many 
states have shared these “mod-
els of success,” saving time 
and funding by focusing on 
strategies with records of ac-
complishment.

“Some programs have been 
more successful than others, but 
overall NSSF is very pleased 
with what has been accom-
plished in ten years,” said Me-
lissa Schilling, NSSF’s director 
of recruitment and retention 
initiatives. “More and better 
hunting opportunities exist 
today thanks to these efforts.”

Among this year’s awards 
are first-time grant recipients 
Utah and North Dakota. Min-
nesota’s Department of Natural 
Resources received grants for 
two different programs.

This year’s Hunting Heri-
tage Partnership grant recipi-
ents:

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources--$5,000 and 
$10,000

Project A: “I buy what looks 
like me” is a quote from re-
search on effective programs 
and matching instructor-par-
ticipant backgrounds. Conse-
quently, this project will allow 
DNR to acquire photographs 

of females who hunt for use 
in publications. Project B: An 
effort to help Minnesota maxi-
mize the number of youth 
introduced to turkey hunting, 
including updating a radio 
public service announcement 
and email campaign to more 
than 6,000 past turkey license 
holders to encourage them to 
take youth turkey hunting.

Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department--$34,000

Project: Provide mentored 
hunting and shooting oppor-
tunities. Educational events 
will attract new and inactive 
hunters of all ages, gender and 
backgrounds.

Wyoming Game & Fish De-
partment--$30,000

Project: To assist the depart-
ment’s Private Lands Public 
Wildlife Access program in 
reaching its goal of more access 
to private land and landlocked 
public lands for hunting by 
enrolling private landowners 
into either a Walk-in Hunting 
or Hunter Management Area 
program. The project will also 
have a public relations compo-
nent to maximize participation 
by the sporting public.

Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources--$48,000

Project: This new program 
will introduce a new group 
of potential hunters (young 
professionals) to hunting and 
wildlife conservation through 
the tasting of wild game and, 
finally, mentorship through 
hunting activities.

Virginia Department of 
G a m e  &  I n l a n d  F i s h e r -
ies--$48,750

Project: This project will 
launch a pilot marketing cam-
paign and build on previous 
outreach campaign efforts to 
determine the most effective 
images, methods and modes 
of delivery for reaching lapsed 
hunters to improve state fish 
and wildlife agencies’ return on 
marketing investment.

Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources--$42,315

Project: A new program to 
recruit and retain new hunter-
education graduates as hunters 
through a “step” program.

Georgia Department of Nat-
ural Resources--$65,000

Project: The focus of this 
multi-state effort involving 
Georgia, Kentucky and Ala-
bama will be promoting and 
providing the next steps to cre-
ate lifelong hunters, a follow-up 
to last year’s assessment of the 
rate at which hunter education 
graduates go on to purchase 
hunting licenses and actively 
participate.

North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department--$40,000

Project: Conduct study to 
better understand the rates at 
which various types of audi-
ences approve of hunting and 
shooting and what new tech-
nology is most effective for de-
livering hunting and shooting 
messages.
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State News

COLORADO
Artists Sought for 

Waterfowl Competition
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is soliciting original artwork 
entries for the 2012 Colorado 
Waterfowl Stamp Art Contest. 
This year’s species of focus is 
the Ross’s goose, a small white 
goose that is often confused 
with the snow goose. The dead-
line for artists to submit entries 
is 4 p.m., Friday, March 2.

“We have a relatively large 
format entry for waterfowl 
stamps art and that really lets 
artists be creative with their de-
piction of the birds we choose 
each year,” said Brian Sullivan, 
who coordinates the waterfowl 
stamp program for Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife.

The Colorado Waterfowl 
Stamp program was imple-
mented in 1990 and provides 
funding to conserve wetlands 
for waterfowl and other wet-
land-dependent wildlife. Wa-
terfowl hunters 16 years of age 
and older are required by state 
law to purchase a waterfowl 
stamp validation annually 
before hunting. In addition to 
hunters, many collectors aid in 
wetland conservation by pur-
chasing collector stamps and 
prints that are created from the 
winning entry.

All revenue generated from 
the sale of the hunter version 
of the Waterfowl Stamp - more 

than $6.7 million to date - is 
used to fund wetlands projects 
throughout the state. Almost 
20,000 acres of wetlands have 
been protected with Waterfowl 
Stamp funds so far. In 2011, wa-
terfowl stamp funds were used 
to help improve water man-
agement at the Andrick Ponds 
State Wildlife Area in Morgan 
County, which is managed as 
a quality waterfowl-hunting 
property.

This year’s featured species, 
the Ross’s goose, is a white 
goose with black wingtips that 
looks like a miniature version of 
the larger and more abundant 
snow goose. Distinguishing 
between Ross’s goose and snow 
goose is typically easiest in 
flight, where the Ross’s shorter 
neck and smaller head is more 
apparent. Ross’s geese have 
been noted in many parts of 
Colorado but they are gener-
ally spotted over the plains or 
in western Colorado during 
migrations between their Cana-
dian tundra breeding grounds 
and their warmer southern 
wintering areas.

Artists who wish to enter the 
competition must submit a 
13-inch high by-18 inch wide, 
full-color original artwork. 
There is a $50 fee for each entry. 
The winning entry will receive 
$3,500 with smaller cash prizes 
for second and third place as 
well. Complete requirements 
are explained in the applica-

tion packet, which is available 
at http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Hunting/Waterfowl/Water-
fowlStampProgram/. Hunters 
can purchase the required $5 
waterfowl stamp validation 
where hunting licenses are sold. 
The gum-backed stamp is avail-
able for a small additional fee.

Collector gum-backed stamps 
and art prints of the 2012 wa-
terfowl stamp will be avail-
able for purchase in late July. 
Collector stamps and prints 
are sold through the Colorado 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation. 
The Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation also has past stamp 
winner prints available.

The Colorado Wildlife Heri-
tage Foundation was created 
in 1989 as a result of Governor 
Roy Romer’s Wildlife 21 Task 
Force report, which recog-
nized that Colorado’s abundant 
and diverse wildlife makes an 
immense contribution to the 
state’s economy and the quality 
of life in the state. It also found 
that declining hunting and fish-
ing revenues were insufficient 
to protect wildlife habitat from 
the threats posed by develop-
ment.

The Foundation was formed 
to raise money to help fill the 
gap between available hunting 
and fishing funds and wildlife 
needs. The Foundation focuses 
its efforts on habitat preserva-
tion, wildlife research, species 
recovery, responding to wildlife 
emergencies and educating 
people about wildlife.

For more information on the 
Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation, go to: http://
www.cwhf.info/.

DELAWARE
Competition for 2013 

Duck, Trout stamps to be 
held March 31

Wildlife art enthusiasts, stamp 
and print collectors, waterfowl 
hunters, anglers, birdwatchers 
and wetland conservation-
ists will gather beginning at 9 
a.m. Saturday, March 31 at the 
Delaware Ducks Unlimited 
Greenwings Event at Owens 
Station near Greenwood for the 
judging of Delaware’s annual 
Duck Stamp and Trout Stamp 
contests.

Sponsored by the Delaware 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
in partnership with Delaware 
Ducks Unlimited, the annual 
competitions draw entries by 
renowned and emerging artists 
from across the country. 

Delaware’s 2013 waterfowl 
stamp will mark the 33rd an-
niversary of the contest, which 
began in 1980 to raise funds 
for waterfowl conservation, 
including acquiring and im-
proving the wetland habitats 
that are vital for the survival of 
migratory waterfowl. To date, 
more than $2.5 million has been 
raised. The artwork chosen for 
the 2013 stamp must include 
one or more Delaware native 
species as the dominant feature, 
and may include any other ob-
jects including manufactured 
objects. 

For the trout stamp contest, 

artists from across the nation 
submit paintings of rainbow, 
brown or brook trout for the 
competition to choose the il-
lustration for the 2013 Delaware 
Trout Stamp, which must be 
displayed by all trout anglers. 
Some 6,500 trout anglers and 
stamp collectors support this 
program annually, generating 
approximately $25,000 in an-
nual revenues to stock trout 
in six northern New Castle 
County streams, Tidbury Pond 
in Kent County and Newton 
Pond in Sussex County.

A panel of judges consisting 
of an artist, a waterfowl col-
lector, an art teacher/profes-
sor, a biologist and the chair 
of Delaware Ducks Unlimited 
will select Best of Show winners 
for the 2013 Delaware Duck 
Stamp. A panel of biologists, 
collectors, anglers and a Trout 
Unlimited member will select 
the 2013 Delaware Trout Stamp. 
Judges will base their decisions 
on originality, artistic composi-
tion, anatomical accuracy and 
suitability for reproduction as 
a stamp and print.

For more information on the 
Delaware Duck Stamp or Trout 
Stamp programs, please con-
tact the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife at 302-739-9911, or visit 
www.fw.delaware.gov.

IOWA
Safe Hunting Year - For 

Most
A common thread still links 

many of the hunting incidents 
reported through 2011.

Overall, Iowa’s approximately 
250,000 hunters remain safe—
especially compared to their 
counterparts a few decades 
back. In 2011, the Department 
of Natural Resources investi-
gated 28 incidents; 20 involving 
injuries and eight with property 
damage. There were no 2011 
deaths, a drop from the single 
fatality reported in 2010. 

“Over the last eight to 10 
years, we had been at 20 to 24 
a year. It was slightly higher, 
but not out of the ordinary,” 
assesses Megan Wisecup, DNR 
recreational safety program su-
pervisor. “Any incidents are too 
many, but we still fall well be-
low numbers seen in the 1960s.”

However, the cause of many 
of those current day incidents 
sounds familiar. “We see the 
majority of our hunting inci-
dents during our shotgun deer 
seasons. One of the main causes 
is the shooter focusing on the 
deer,” says Wisecup. “(They) 
are not paying attention to what 
is beyond their target. In return, 
unfortunately, someone is get-
ting shot.”

Iowa’s December shotgun 
seasons allow party hunting, in 
which some hunters ‘post up’ 
while others drive deer toward 
them. It is efficient--and safe…
if each hunter knows where ev-
erybody is positioned and stays 
within their safe shooting zones.


