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PUPPIES AND LITTERS
Avoid keeping littermates, if at all pos-

sible. Littermates tend to bond with each 
other, like twins. A dog that forms a strong 
bond with a littermate may not form strong 
bonds with humans. Another risk with lit-
termates is that they may hate each other 
as they mature.

The most common risk is that one lit-
termate will be overly dominant, which 
may ruin the more submissive sibling. Is it 
worth the gamble that the best dog you ever 
bred or owned in your life ends up being 
an inadequate show dog because of one of 
these scenarios?

The structural changes puppies go 
through while they are growing up can 
drive you nuts if you keep looking at them. 
One week, they will look great; the next 
week, they may took horrible; the next 
week, great again; the next week, so aver-
age as to be nondescript.

Make your decisions about puppies 
when they are eight weeks old, or at the 
age you deem appropriate, then put all 
decision-making on hold until the dogs are 
mature.

Too many breeders lean toward 
making decisions when the puppies 
look the way the breeders want them 
to look, which is often times an unsuc-
cessful approach. Remember, growing 
puppies can go into a good stage, then 
into a bad stage, and on and on, until 
they are structurally mature.

At the same time, it is unfair to our 
dogs to “grow out” litters and make our 
decisions when the puppies are older. I 
believe every puppy deserves its own 
home to grow up in and its own family 
with whom to bond. By the time pup-

pies are 4, 6, 9 or 12 months 
old, they have left behind 
a developmental stage that 
is better experienced in its 
permanent home.

Color-marking puppies 
in each litter is an excellent 
idea. However, be careful 
what you use. We always 
color-marked puppies with 
the strips of material used 
to make pot holders. Bear 
in mind that Murphy’s Law 
applies just as readily to 
breeding dogs and raising 
puppies as it does to other 
aspects of life: If something 
bad can happen, it will. Best 
to keep a close eye on your 
puppies, whatever mate-
rial you decide to use for 
collars.

Color-marking (or color 
coding) provides the breed-
er with an alternative to 
nicknaming the puppies. If 
you call the puppies “pink” 
and “blue” and “green,” 
they usually don’t end up 
with birth names like “Tiny 
Tim” and “Big Bertha.” 
You can be more objective 
about puppies if they don’t 
have names; they are easier 
to part with and easier to 
evaluate. After all, how 
many of us have used a fa-
vorite name on a pup that 
didn’t make the grade? I 
christened a puppy at birth 
with one of my favorite 

names; when I lost that 
puppy at 10 days old, I was 
too superstitious to ever 
again bestow that name on 
another puppy.

RAISING PUPPIES
If you are going to color-

mark puppies, do it from 
birth so that the mother 
thinks the “collar” is just 
part of the puppy. Color-
marking also helps to ease 
puppies into the day when 
they need to wear real col-
lars and begin lead work.

When supplementing 
is required, bottle feeding 
is preferred over tubing. 
The release of enzymes 
that enhance digestion is 
stimulated by suckling, 
and tube-feeding does not 
involve suckling.

It is imperative to keep 
a substantial supply of 
safe toys around for your 
puppies and to introduce 
them to toys when they 
are infants. Toys (of varied 
weights and textures) that 
roll, squeak and smell in-
teresting will draw their at-
tention as soon as they have 
their tactile senses.

Early introduction to 
and rotation of toys im-
prints on the puppies what 
items are appropriate for 
wrestling and chewing. 
Without this imprinting 
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activity, puppies are more 
likely to be indiscriminate 
in their destructive play.

A wonderful way for you 
to interact with your pup-
pies is with a kid’s old-time 
favorite-soap bubbles. Pup-
pies love them, and you can 
monitor the development 
of their coordination, tem-
perament and personality, as 
well as their position in the 
pecking order of the litter.

Another great toy is a 
good-quality car wash mitt, 
because puppies do not 
seem to be as capable of 
destroying it as effectively 
as they can destroy actual 
dog toys made of the same 
type of material. A word of 
caution: The cuff on a car 
wash mitt can be chewed 
to bits with very little effort. 
It’s advisable to remove the 
cuff before tossing the mitt 
to enthusiastic puppies.

Environmental chal-
lenges at an early age aid 
in the development of the 
nervous system, which 
controls coordination. The 
challenges need not be 
elaborate. Things to climb 
over, crawl under and go 
through can be enough. 
Crates taken apart and put 
on the ground, with the 
solid part up, can serve as 
both a den and a high place.


