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The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department supports the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Every effort will be made 
for reasonable accommoda-
tions.

(Contact: Eric Keszler (307) 
777-4594)

Light Goose 
Conservation Order Now 

Underway in Central 
Flyway

Waterfowlers wanting to con-
tinue their hunting activities 
into late winter might wish to 
take advantage of the special 
light goose season granted un-
der the Light Goose Conserva-
tion Order. The season is open 
in the Central Flyway portion 
of Wyoming and runs Feb. 20-
Apr.8.

Light geese allowed to be taken 
under the Conservation Order 
include the snow, blue, and 
Ross’; goose. Game and Fish 
waterfowl biologist Larry Rob-
erts said the hunting for light 
geese can be very hit or miss 
as to finding a reliable location 
where a person can have suc-
cess.” Sometimes hunters will 
catch things just right and do 
very well,” Roberts said. “But 
they may return the next day 
and find the geese have left.”

For those hunters wanting to 
give it a try, Roberts suggested 
some of the walk-in and Game 
and Fish habitat management 
areas in Goshen County. Hunt-
ers may also be able to find 
landowners that will grant 
permission,” Roberts said.

Hunting regulations during 
the special light goose season 

are much more liberal than 
during the regular waterfowl 
seasons. Recorded or electronic 
calls may be used and the bag 
limit is 20 per day with an 
unrestricted possession limit. 
License requirements include 
a Wyoming game bird license, 
conservation stamp, and a con-
servation order special man-
agement permit. A migratory 
bird stamp (duck stamp) and 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) permit are not required.

(Contact: Al Langston (307) 
777-4540)

Sage Grouse Projects 
Receive Funding

The Bates Hole/Shirley Basin 
Local Sage Grouse Working 
Group allocated $126,000 for 
projects to benefit sage grouse 
at a meeting in mid-December.

During its 2010 session, the 
Wyoming Legislature approved 
the governor’s budget request 
for $1.2 million to support local 
sage grouse working groups 
and fund conservation projects 
benefiting sage grouse and 
their habitat. This money was 
divided among the eight local 
sage grouse working groups in 
the state to fund and implement 
projects consistent with local 
sage grouse conservation plans, 
and to benefit the species and 
reduce the likelihood of sage 
grouse being listed under the 
federal Endangered Species Act.

Projects were evaluated based 
on consistency with Wyoming’s 
Core Area management strat-
egy, local working group sage 
grouse conservation plan, like-
lihood of success, project readi-

ness, matching funds, multiple 
species benefits, significance at 
local/state/regional level, du-
ration of benefits, and adequacy 
of monitoring.

Stacey Scott, chairman of the 
Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Local 
Sage Grouse Working Group, 
said a lot of thought wentinto 
how the funds were allocated. 
“The group’s biggest priority 
is habitat, and with a limited 
amount of money and time we 
have to target where the best 
benefits will take place for sage 
grouse,” he said.

The working group allocated 
funds toward the following 
projects:

• $26,000 will go toward the 
North Laramie Range Water-
shed Restoration Initiative, 
a project designed to control 
cheatgrass on 6,870 acres of 
private, federal, and state-
owned lands in the Stinking 
Creek Drainage near Casper. 
The project will help restore 
big sagebrush communities 
to improve habitat for sage 
grouse. The entire proposed 
project area falls within the sage 
grouse core management area 
in Natrona County.

• $30,000 was allocated to 
continue a study of the impacts 
of wind energy development 
on sage grouse populations 
in Carbon County. The goal 
of the project is to determine 
the effects of wind energy 
infrastructure on sage grouse 
seasonal habitat selection and 
demography.

• $50,000 will go toward a 
cheatgrass control project in 

Natrona County. The Hen-
derson Draw Cheatgrass Veg-
etative Treatment project will 
treat approximately 2,500 acres 
of BLM lands to benefit sage 
grouse. Cheatgrass invaded 
this area - which was good 
sage brush habitat - following 
a wildfire. Three leks occur 
within or immediately adjacent 
to the treatment area and most 
of the area to be treated falls 
within the Natrona sage grouse 
core population area, which has 
been classified as winter habitat 
for sage grouse.

• $10,000 will go toward a 
research project to study the 
response of sage grouse to 
treatments in Wyoming Big 
Sagebrush. The project is under 
the direction of University of 
Wyoming Assistant Professor 
Dr. Jeffrey Beck and is designed 
to answer questions about the 
immediate response of sage 
grouse populations to a variety 
of habitat treatments in pre-
incubation, nesting, and early 
brood-rearing in Wyoming big 
sagebrush.

• $10,000 was allocated to 
Wyoming Audubon to increase 
education about sage grouse 
and sagebrush ecosystems. The 
money will help pay for devel-
opment of a traveling education 
trunk which will contain ma-
terials about sage grouse and 
sagebrush ecosystems and will 
be aligned to state educational 
standards and guidelines. Edu-
cation programs will be focused 
in Natrona, Carbon, Albany, 
Laramie, Converse, and Nio-
brara counties. The money will 
also help fund salaries for three 

community naturalists who 
will work to deliver these edu-
cation programs.

“Many children have no idea 
about sagebrush ecosystems, 
so just giving them the basics is 
very important,” Scott said. “In 
just over a decade all these kids 
will be voting and making deci-
sions so it’s important for them 
to understand the challenges 
facing sage grouse.”

Scott said the research proj-
ects will provide much-needed 
information pertaining to sage 
grouse and the habitats they 
rely on. “We know very little 
about sagebrush ecosystems, 
which are very complex. We 
need to understand them better. 
Every time I think I know what 
is going on in these ecosystems I 
am proven wrong, and it makes 
me rethink what we’re doing,” 
he said. “We need to continue 
to fund habitat improvements 
and research projects such as 
these so we can continue to 
learn, because sage grouse are 
indicators of the overall health 
of the sagebrush habitat.”

(Contact: Robbin Kepple (307) 
473-3400)
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