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on a historic breeding ground.
Sage grouse
Here’s what you’ll see if you 

attend the March 24 event: 
Dozens of male sage-grouse 
strutting for the ladies.

Each year, the Division of 
Wildlife Resources and the 
Wild About Birds store in Lay-
ton sponsor the free field trip. 
This year, the wild shindig is 
on March

If you’d like to participate, 
meet at the Wild About Birds 
store in Layton at 5 a.m.

From the store, those partici-
pating will caravan to an area 
near East Canyon Reservoir.

Participants should dress for 
the weather and bring binocu-
lars.

The Wild About Birds store is 
at 1860 N. 1000 W. in the Lay-
ton Market Center (across from 
Barnes & Noble) in Layton. To 
reach the store, exit Interstate 
15 at Exit 332 and turn east on 
Antelope Drive.

If you attend the field trip, 
you’ll watch male sage grouse 
fight for dominance and make 
elaborate displays as they vie 
for the attention of female 
grouse.

“Our bird walks are a great 
family activity and a wonderful 
way to introduce children to 
the world of nature,” says Bill 
Fenimore, an expert birder who 
owns the center.

Fenimore and Phil Douglass, 
regional conservation outreach 
manager for the DWR, will lead 
the field trip.

For more information, call 

Photo by Phil Douglass

Wild About Birds at 801-525-
8400.
See hundreds of tundra 

swans
Seeing and hearing just one 

tundra swan is enough to take 
your breath away.

Tundra swan
You can see hundreds of tun-

dra swans at Tundra Swan Day. 
The free wildlife viewing event 
will be held March 10 at three 
locations in northern Utah.

Migratory Bird Refuge west of 
Brigham City.

Farmington Bay and Salt 
Creek

Viewing at the Farmington 
Bay and Salt Creek WMAs runs 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Spotting scopes will be avail-
able so you can get a close look 
at the swans.

Bear River
Viewing at the Bear River 

Imagine seeing and hearing 
hundreds of them.

You can at Tundra Swan Day.
Tundra Swan Day, March 10
The Division of Wildlife Re-

sources and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will host Utah’s 
annual Tundra Swan Day on 
March 10. Admission is free.

Viewing will take place at 
three sites—the Farmington 
Bay Waterfowl Management 
Area west of Farmington, 
the Salt Creek WMA west of 
Corinne and the Bear River 

Migratory Bird Refuge runs 
from sunrise to sunset. You can 
watch swans from your vehicle 
as you drive along the refuge’s 
auto tour route.

Before heading to the refuge, 
stop by its Wildlife Education 
Center at 2155 W. Forest St. in 
Brigham City. The center has 
maps and more information 
about the refuge. The center is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays,

To reach the center, exit Inter-
state 15 at Exit 363. After you’ve 
exited the freeway, turn west. 
The center is about one block 
west of the freeway.

More information
For more information about 

Tundra Swan Day, call the 
DWR’s Northern Region of-
fice at 801-476-2740 or the Bear 
River Migratory Bird Refuge at 
435-723-5887.

Phil Douglass, the DWR re-
gional conservation outreach 
manager who started Tundra 
Swan Day, has also written 
about a swan viewing experi-
ence he and his daughter en-
joyed during Thanksgiving a 
few years ago.

You can read about their ex-
perience on the wildlife blog on 
the Division’s website.

Watching swans on your own
If you can’t attend the March 

10 event, you can still get out 
and watch swans on your own.

The Bear River Migratory Bird 
Refuge is one of the best places 
to visit. You can see hundreds 
of swans along the refuge’s 12-
mile auto tour loop.

As many as 35,000 swans are 
in Utah when the swan migra-
tion peaks in mid-March.

WiSconSin
conservation clubs 
can apply to receive 

pheasants under Day-old 
chick Program

 Conservation clubs across 
Wisconsin have until March 5 to 
apply to receive day-old rooster 
pheasant chicks to raise and 

release to provide local hunting 
opportunities.

The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources State Game 
Farm has been operating the 
Cooperative Day-old Chick 
program since 1936 to improve 
localized pheasant hunting op-
portunities across the state.

Cooperating conservation 
clubs are provided day-old 
rooster pheasant chicks by the 
department at no cost. In return, 
the clubs agree to cover all ex-
penses related to rearing, feed-
ing, maintaining and properly 
caring for the pheasant chicks. 
When the birds mature, the 
clubs release the pheasants on 
private and state-owned lands 
near the club that are open to 
public pheasant hunting.

“This program is an excel-
lent opportunity for clubs to 
experience the the fun of rais-
ing pheasants and making thir 
home turf a better pheasant 
hunting ground,” states Bob 
Nack, State Game Farm man-
ager.

The Day-old Chick program 
includes a “cost-share” option 
that allows cooperating clubs to 
keep a high percentage of the 
pheasants they raise for their 
own use, while returning a low-
er percentage of the birds back 
to the department. The State 
Game Farm also provides adult 
roosters for mentored youth 
and novice hunting programs 
at no charge. The DNR provides 
two roosters per student, with 
a maximum of 50 roosters per 
event.

A list of application materi-
als and information on the 
2012 Day-old Chick Program 
is available on the State Game 
Farm page of the DNR website 
or by calling the State Game 
Farm office at 608-635-8120. 
Completed applications should 
be sent to the local wildlife 
biologist by March 5, 2012. To 
find a local biologist, visit the 
“find an employee by subject” 
page of the DNR website and 
click on “subject” and search 
for wildlife biologist and then 
select by county.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Bob Nack, State 
Game Farm Manager, 608-635-
8120

Wyoming
Sage grouse 

implementation
Team to meet

The Sage Grouse Implemen-
tation Team will reconvene 
Tuesday, March 20, 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. at the Casper BLM Office, 
2987 Prospector Drive, Casper, 
WY 82604.

The agenda includes a dis-
cussion of the applications of 
DDCTS (Density and Distur-
bance Calculation Tool Analy-
ses) for several projects, a re-
view of potential changes to the 
Sage Grouse Executive Order 
Process Manual, and discussion 
of other actions relative to the 
executive order.

For more information about 
the team, contact Mary Flan-
derka at (307) 777-4587.


