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women during the season,” 
Harrigal said.

South Dakota
GFP Commission Sets 

Pheasant, other hunting 
Seasons

The South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission 
has established 2012 hunting 
season dates, including those 
for pheasants.

Pheasant Season will open 
Oct. 20 and run through Jan. 
6. Shooting hours will be noon 
through sunset the first week 
of the season, and beginning 
Oct. 27 will be 10 a.m. to sun-
set. The bag limit will be three 
roosters daily, with a maxi-
mum possession limit of 15.

The Youth Pheasant season 
will run from Oct. 6-10. The 
Resident-Only Pheasant sea-
son will run from Oct. 13-15.

Other hunting season dates 
for 2012:

 Grouse - Sept. 15 through 
Jan. 6

Doves - Sept. 1 through Nov. 9
Partridge - Sept. 15 through 

Jan. 6
Quail - Oct. 20 through Jan. 6
Sandhill Crane - Sept. 22 

through Nov. 18
Snipe - Sept. 1 through Oct. 31
   Season dates and rules will 

be published in the 2012 Hunt-
ing and Trapping Handbook 
that will be available in early 
September.

tenneSSee
Comment Period 

Deadline approaching 
for 2012-13 hunting 

Regulations
The deadline is approaching 

to submit comments concern-
ing the 2012-13 hunting season 
regulations to the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency. The 
comment period is open until 

Friday, Feb. 24, 2012.
 Public comments will be 

considered by TWRA’s Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes. Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O.  Box 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov. Please 
include “Hunting Season Com-
ments” on the subject line of 
emailed submissions. 

The annual hunting seasons 
are usually established by the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Commission at its May meet-
ing.

texaS
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
aerial Survey Begins

This spring, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department will col-
laborate with state fish and 

wildlife agencies from New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Colorado, West Ecosystems, 
Inc., and Texas Tech University 
to conduct a large-scale aerial 
survey for lesser prairie-chick-
en booming grounds across the 
High Plains region in all five 
states.

Information from these sur-
veys will be used by TPWD 
and the other state agencies to 
help conserve the bird in part-
nership with landowners and 
private industries, including 

oil and gas, wind energy, and 
electric utilities.

“These surveys represent 
a unique effort by state fish 
and wildlife agencies across 
the region to work together to 
monitor population trends over 
time and to effectively manage 
for this species,” said Lubbock-
based TPWD wildlife diversity 
biologist Sean Kyle. “This infor-
mation, combined with other 
ongoing conservation efforts, 
could help avoid the need to 
list the lesser prairie-chicken 
as federally endangered. The 
surveys will provide more data 
to inform the US Fish and Wild-
life Service’s decision about 
whether to list the species.”

Surveys will begin about 
March 24 and will continue 
through mid-May. Agency 
staff from the five states have 
randomly selected about 200 
eighty-five square-mile blocks 
located in and around the es-
timated range of the species. 
These blocks cover an area 
ranging from the southern 
plains of the Texas Panhandle 
and southeast New Mexico up 
to northern Kansas and Colo-
rado.

Surveys will be flown at 35-
40 mph about 80 feet above 
ground. Pilots will fly two to 
sixteen north-south oriented 
transects across selected blocks. 
Towns, feedlots, and houses 
will be avoided. Pilots involved 
have extensive experience con-
ducting aerial surveys and 
gathering livestock with heli-
copters. They will make special 
effort to avoid hazing livestock 
on pastures.

Migratory Bird Report 
no. 24

Weekly migratory bird hunt-
ing reports are posted from 
early September through early 
February.

West Zone Goose: Outfitters 
said they took limits of Canadas 
and a few snow geese to boot 
over corn and wheat during 
the last weekend of goose sea-
son. Outfitters said they were 
surprised at how well geese 
cooperated this season, despite 
drought conditions. The regular 
goose season ended Feb. 5. The 
Light Goose Conservation Or-
der began Feb. 6 and few hunt-
ers took advantage of the liberal 
rules. Hunter participation this 
goose season was down overall, 
according to several sources. 
Prospects are fair.

East Zone Goose: Soupy fog 
aided e-caller hunters through-
out most of the week as mild 
temperatures persisted, but 
overall, hunter participation 

was minimal. Some outfitters 
reported 50- bird shoots. Goose 
concentrations along the coastal 
prairies were not consistent this 
year, probably due to drought 
conditions, however, a good 
crop of juvenile birds did aid 
in superb decoying action. The 
coast received as much as six 
inches of rain in some spots, 
but on average, most fields 
received at least two inches of 
rainfall. That bodes well for all 
waterfowl enduring the winter, 
but makes it much tougher for 
hunters to negotiate black dirt 
plowed fields.

utah
Annual sage grouse field 
trip DWR teams up with 
“Wild about Birds” Bill 

Fenimore
East Canyon Reservoir — One 

of the “wild signs” of spring is 
the annual sage grouse “shuf-
fle”—male sage grouse strut-
ting, dancing and vocalizing 
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