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The CO for light geese is au-
thorized under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act with the intent 
to reduce and/or stabilize 
various light goose popula-
tions across North America. 
Negative impacts on wetland 
habitats have been measured 
on their breeding, staging and 
wintering areas. Serious dam-
age to agriculture also occurs in 
migration and wintering areas. 
The intent of the light goose CO 
in Atlantic Flyway states is to 
reduce and ultimately stabilize 
the number of greater snow 
geese to the population objec-
tive of 500,000 birds.

Conservation Order Dates: 
February 16 - April 7, 2012, ex-
cept Sundays. Light geese may 
not be pursued on Sundays 
during this period.

Credential requirements:
    2012 New Jersey Hunting 

License
    2011 Federal Migratory Bird 

Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp (NOTE: 2011 stamps are 
valid until June, 2012)

    2011 NJ Waterfowl Stamp 
(NOTE: 2011 stamps are valid 
until June, 2012)

    2011-2012 HIP Certification
    NJ 2012 Light Goose Conser-

vation Order Permit (Harvest 
Diary Sheet) 

CO participants can obtain a 
permit in two ways:

    Through the Division’s 
license web site at www.
nj.wildlifelicense.com/. Hunt-
ers will need their Conservation 
ID Number to enter the web 
page to obtain their CO permit; 

there is a $2.00 administrative 
fee. Hunters can only obtain 
their online permit through 
the Division’s web page; hunt-
ers cannot obtain a CO permit 
through a license agent. Hunt-
ers will be able to print their 
permit on their home computer 
after completing the certifica-
tion process. CO permits will 
be available in early January 
2012 and be available through 
the duration of the CO.

    Hunters who do not have 
internet access can have a per-
mit mailed to them. To get a 
CO permit, send the documents 
below to the following address: 
NJ Division of Fish and Wild-
life, Mail Code 501-03, PO Box 
420, Trenton, NJ, 08625-0420, 
Attention: Light Goose Permit

        Legible photocopy of 
2012 Hunting or All-Around 
Sportsman license which clear-
ly shows the licensee’s Conser-
vation ID Number and date of 
birth.

        Check or money order for 
$2.00 payable to the New Jersey 
Division of Fish and Wildlife

        Self-addressed, stamped 
(44 cents) envelope.

        Daytime telephone num-
ber 

Location: Statewide.
Firearms: Shotguns not larger 

than 10 gauge and capable of 
holding no more than 7 shells, 
including magazine and cham-
ber.

OregOn
Sage-grouse 

Implementation Team 
meeting to be held Jan. 

24 in Jordan Valley
The Jordan Valley Sage-

Grouse Local Implementation 
Team will meet on Tuesday Jan. 
24 from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Jordan Valley Lions Club Hall, 
Highway 95 North, Jordan Val-
ley.  Plans are to review Core 
Area and Conservation Oppor-
tunity Area maps that illustrate 
newly mapped action areas 
which  share common threats 
to sage-grouse and focus ef-
forts for future habitat manage-
ment actions and/or mitigation 
needs. The Jan. 24 meeting is 
a follow up to the Vale Local 
Implementation Team Nov. 18 
meeting, which due to adverse 
weather conditions was lightly 
attended.

There are five Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Strategy Imple-
mentation teams, one for each 
Bureau of Land Management 
District within the current dis-
tribution of sage-grouse in Or-
egon as well as one in the Baker 
Resource Area in the Vale dis-
trict. Public meetings are held 
in each of the Implementation 
Team areas periodically. The 
Lakeview and Vale meetings 
were held on Nov. 17 and Nov. 
18, respectively. The Hines, 
Prineville, and Baker meetings 
were held on Dec. 6, Dec. 8, and 
Dec. 13, respectively. 

The Greater Sage-Grouse 
Conservation Assessment and 
Strategy for Oregon, is avail-
able on ODFW’s website in the 

Conservation section. Sage-
grouse photos are available on 
ODFW’s Flickr site.

SOuTh 
CarOlIna

Duck hunters finish 
the season on Dnr 

Waterfowl Management 
areas

Duck hunters finished the 
season on S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources public hunt-
ing lands with a total harvest 
of 4080 birds, an average of 2.4 
birds per hunter, the same aver-
age reported last year. A total 
of 1718 hunters participated in 
these popular hunts at the 15 
Wildlife Management Areas 
that recorded individual hunt 
data. Total hunter participation 
and total harvest was down 
from last year as several man-
agement areas lacked water 
due to the ongoing drought. 
Hickory Top Greentree Reser-
voir and Sandy Beach on the 
Santee Cooper Lakes were 
dramatically affected. 

American green-winged teal 
accounted for 20 percent of the 
harvest, followed by Northern 
shoveler, Gadwall, wood ducks  
and American widgeon.

“Overall, the season for our 
waterfowl areas was excellent, 
given the warm dry winter we 
have been having,” said Dean 
Harrigal, Waterfowl Program 
Coordinator with the S.C. De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). “Most areas that were 
able to flood attracted good 
numbers of birds and provided 

good hunting opportunities for 
our sportsmen.” 

Santee Coastal Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown 
Counties had the highest hunt-
er participation and harvest 
of all areas with 360 hunt-
ers reporting harvesting 1483 
birds, predominately American 
green-winged teal.

On Category I Wildlife Man-
agement Areas (drawing only), 
903 hunters (on 6 areas) har-
vested 3321 birds with an av-
erage of 3.7 birds per hunter. 
American green-winged teal, 
Northern shoveler, Gadwall, 
and American widgeon were 
top birds in the bag.

Santee Coastal Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown 
Counties had the highest hunt-
er average with 4.1 birds per 
hunter, followed by Bear Island 
WMA in Colleton County with 
3.9 birds per hunter, Santee 
Delta in Georgetown County 
with 3.6, and  Broad River in 
Fairfield County with 2.9 birds 
per hunter.

“American Green winged teal 
are a mainstay of our Category 
I Wildlife Management Areas, 
especially along the coast,” 
said Harrigal. “When teal are 
around we generally have good 
hunter success.”

Top individual hunt units 
were Springfield/ The Cut 
of Bear Island (4.6 birds per 
hunter) Murphy Island of San-
tee Coastal Reserve (4.5 birds 
per hunter), The Cape of the 
Santee Coastal Reserve (4.4 
birds per hunter), Bear Island 
East (4.4 birds per hunter), and 

Santee Delta  West  (4.2 birds 
per hunter).

Hunt data was collected on 6 
of the 25 Category II Wildlife 
Management Areas (open to 
the public on specific days). 
Hunters reported a harvest of 
364 birds on these areas, the ma-
jority coming from Enoree Wa-
terfowl Area. The average for 
657 hunters was 0.6 birds per 
hunter. Wood ducks accounted 
for over 63 percent of the bag. 
The low water conditions on 
many Category II areas reduced 
the number of wintering birds 
and hunter participation, espe-
cially on Hickory Top Greentree 
Reservoir.

Regular season adult-youth 
hunts were held on 3 special 
adult -youth only areas. The 
reported harvest was 395 birds 
by 158 hunters for an average 
of 2.5 birds per hunter. Wood 
ducks, Ring-necked ducks, and 
American green-winged teal 
were the top birds in the bag. 
Bonneau Ferry WMA in Berke-
ley County was the  top adult-
youth waterfowl hunting area 
during the recently completed 
season.

DNR sponsored special hunts 
for youth during State and 
Federal Youth Hunting Days 
on Dec. 3 and Feb. 4. A total 
of 107 youth harvested 295 
birds on the 6 Category I areas 
that reported data. Top areas 
were Santee Coastal, Bear Is-
land and Santee Delta Wildlife 
Management Areas. “We were 
especially pleased that our 
youth-oriented hunts provided 
quality waterfowl hunting op-
portunities for young men and 


