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gf.nd.gov. Updates will be pro-
vided periodically during the 
week as migration events occur, 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state.

Availability of food and open 
water dictate when snow geese 
arrive in the state. Early mi-
grants generally start showing 
up in the southeast part of the 
state in mid-to-late March, but 
huntable numbers usually aren’t 
around until the end of March or 
early April. If this winter’s mild 
weather conditions continue, 
light geese could arrive earlier 
than normal. However, move-
ments into and through the 
state will depend on available 
roosting areas and the extent of 
the snow line.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season opens Feb. 18 
and continues through May 6. 
Season information, including 
licensing requirements and 
regulations, are also available 
by accessing the Game and Fish 
website.

Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey Reveals Record 

Numbers
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey in 
early January showed 279,000 
birds, a record high for the 
number of ducks and geese 
wintering in the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said an 
estimated 90,000 Canada geese 
were observed on the Missouri 
River, and another 70,500 were 

scattered on Lake Sakakawea, 
which was completely open 
east of the Van Hook Arm. After 
summarizing the numbers, a 
record 190,000 geese were tal-
lied statewide.

“This year’s survey was high-
ly abnormal, and numbers 
of waterfowl within the state 
were probably underestimated 
because of the open water and 
lack of snow statewide,” Szy-
manski said. “The lack of snow 
cover was especially important 
in keeping these birds around.”

A mild, dry fall with record-
setting warm temperatures 
kept the birds here longer than 
usual, Szymanski said, with 
snow geese remaining in the 
southern half of the state until 
early December.

In addition to the record num-
ber of geese, mallards reached 
an all-time high as 88,000 were 
counted statewide, with 31,000 
on Devils Lake.

Survey conditions were gen-
erally good, Szymanski said, 
with record-setting high tem-
peratures in January bringing 
daytime highs of 15-30 degrees 
above normal.

“This year’s survey results are 
a dramatic turnaround from the 
last three severe winters when 
less than 36,000 total waterfowl 
were observed statewide each 
year,” Szymanski said.

NebRaSka
Focus on Pheasants 
Incentives Offered

Farmers and ranchers in the 
expanded Focus on Pheasants 
(FOP) areas may offer eligible 
land for the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) general 
sign-up March 12-April 6. They 
also may be eligible for FOP 
incentives.

An expansion of the Focus 
on Pheasants Plan was ap-
proved by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commissioners on 
March 9.

The Southwest Focus of 
Pheasants area has expanded 
from 262,529 acres in portions 
of northwest Hitchcock, south-
east Hayes and northwest Red 
Willow counties to 956,048 
acres in all of Hitchcock and 
portions of Hayes, Frontier 
and Red Willow counties. The 
new South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants area includes 353,275 
acres in portions of Furnas and 
Harlan counties.

FOP is a joint effort by Game 
and Parks, Pheasants Forever 
and resource and conservation 
partners to improve pheasant 
hunting by creating more and 
better habitat.

CRP allows landowners to en-
roll environmentally sensitive 
land for conservation benefits, 
which provides significant 
wildlife habitat and hunting 
opportunities on private lands.

As part of the FOP effort, proj-
ect partners are providing an 
enrollment incentive equivalent 
to one year’s CRP soil rental 

payment and an incentive for 
establishing higher-quality 
wildlife habitat plantings on 
enrolled CRP land. Incentive 
payments will be made after 
landowners plant their CRP 
under a new contract.

For more information about 
FOP, landowners in the south-
central area may call John Laux 
at 308-928-2541 and landown-
ers in the southwest area may 
call T.J. Walker or Adam Kester 
at 308-535-8025.

Light Goose 
Conservation Order 

begins Feb. 6
Efforts to control the light 

goose population continue with 
the Light Goose Conservation 
Order, which begins Feb. 6, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

The dates for the conservation 
order are: Zone 1, Feb. 6-April 
15; Zone 2, Feb. 6-April 1 and 
Zone 3, Feb. 6-April 15.

White and blue-phase snow 
geese and Ross’ geese may be 
taken statewide during the 
conservation order, but differ-
ent regulations apply in each 
zone. Read the 2011 Nebraska 
Waterfowl Guide, which in-
cludes regulations for the 2012 
conservation order, at Outdoor-
Nebraska.org, then click on 
Hunting, then Waterfowl, then 
2011 Waterfowl Guide.

There is a considerable effort 
to reduce the mid-continent 
snow goose population because 
of the damage it has caused to 
sub-Arctic and Arctic habitats. 
States annually are allowed a 

given number of days for wa-
terfowl hunting. The need for 
additional hunting, for popula-
tion control, requires a special 
action, such as the conservation 
order. The use of methods to 
increase harvest has resulted 
in more than a million snow 
geese being harvested annually 
since 1998.

There are no bag or possession 
limits during the conservation 
order and hunters may shoot 
30 minutes before sunrise to 30 
minutes after sunset. Hunters 
may use unplugged shotguns 
and electronic calls during the 
conservation action.

Permits may be purchased at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

NeW HaMPSHIRe
Public Hearings Set for 
Proposed 2012 Wildlife 

Rule Changes
Proposed rule changes af-

fecting hunting and trapping 
seasons in New Hampshire for 
2012 and 2013 will be discussed 
at three public hearings being 
held by the New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department on 
the following dates and loca-
tions:

    Monday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. 
– Keene High School, 43 Arch 
Street, Keene, N.H. 03431

    Wednesday, April 4, 6:30 
p.m. – N.H. Fish and Game 
Region 1 Office, North Country 
Resource Center, 629 B Main 
Street, Lancaster, N.H. 03584

    Thursday, April 5, 6:30 p.m. 
– N.H. Fish and Game Depart-

ment Headquarters, 11 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, N.H. 03884

Hunters, trappers and other 
interested constituents are 
encouraged to attend the hear-
ings and offer their input on the 
proposed rules.  Public input is 
considered during the formu-
lation of final Fish and Game 
proposals.

The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department reviews the 
state’s hunting seasons every 
two years to ensure that they 
are in line with wildlife man-
agement objectives, including 
those identified in the state’s 
Big Game Management Plan. 
The plan guides deer, moose, 
bear and turkey management 
in New Hampshire through the 
year 2015.

NeW JeRSey
New Jersey to Implement 

Spring Snow Goose 
Conservation Order 

February 16 - april 7, 
2012

The NJDEP Division of Fish 
and Wildlife will again imple-
ment a Conservation Order 
(CO) in New Jersey for light 
geese during the winter/spring 
of 2012. A CO is a special man-
agement action that is need-
ed to control certain wildlife 
populations when traditional 
management programs are un-
successful in preventing over-
abundance of the population. 
The CO allows an extended 
time period and additional 
methods for taking light geese 
without bag limits.


