
37
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell36
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

February /March 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com February/March  2012                          We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

A small game license or ap-
prentice license is needed for 
both hunts. Orange vests will 
be available to borrow. Eye and 
ear protection will be provided, 
and target load shells for trap/
sporting clays shooting will be 
supplied by Federal Ammuni-
tion. For the pheasant hunt in 
the afternoon, attendees will 
need to purchase one box of 
field load ammunition, which 
may be purchased at the Hunt-
ers Creek Pro Shop.

Hunters Creek Club is lo-
cated ay 675 E. Sutton Road in 
Metamora. For more informa-
tion about the club, visit www.
hunterscreekclub.com.

BOW is a noncompetitive pro-
gram in which each individual 
is encouraged to learn at her 
own pace. The emphasis is on 
the enjoyment, fun and cama-
raderie of outdoor activities, 
and sharing in the success of 
one another.

For registration forms and 
information on these and other 
BOW programs, visit www.
michigan.gov/bow, call 517-
241-2225 or email dnr-out-
doors-woman@michigan.gov.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is commit-
ted to the conservation, pro-
tection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural 
and cultural resources for cur-
rent and future generations. For 
more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Minnesota
2012 spring light goose 
action begins March 1

Interested participants are 
reminded that the spring con-
servation action on “light” 
geese (snow geese, blue-phased 
snow geese, and the smaller 
Ross’s goose) will open Thurs-
day, March 1, and run through 
Monday, April 30.

The action is allowed under a 
federal conservation order that 
permits the take of “light” geese 
during the spring.

A required spring light goose 
permit may be obtained through 
any Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) li-
cense agent, via telephone at 
888-665-4236 or online.  The 
permits are free, but there is a 
$3.50 application fee to cover 
the cost of issuing the permit. 
No other license, stamp or per-
mit is required to participate.

Customers using the phone 
will receive a temporary autho-
rization number in lieu of the 
permit until it is mailed to the 
applicant. Internet customers 
will be able to print their own 
permit when completing the 
transaction, and will not receive 
a permit by mail.

Most regulations that are in 
place during fall waterfowl 
season also apply during the 
spring season, including non-
toxic shot requirements and 
federal baiting regulations. In 
addition, all refuges closed to 
either duck or goose hunting 
during fall seasons will remain 
closed during the spring sea-
son. Shooting hours are one-

half hour before sunrise until 
one-half hour after sunset. No 
daily or possession limits apply. 
Use of electronic calls and un-
plugged shotguns are allowed.

The conservation order season 
is in place in an effort to reduce 
the population of snow geese 
and Ross’s geese that breed 
in the Arctic coastal areas and 
around Hudson Bay. High 
populations of these birds have 
caused considerable habitat 
damage to these fragile eco-
systems.

Minnesota has participated in 
this spring conservation action 
each year since 2000. Harvest 
of light geese has varied from 
a few hundred to several thou-
sand birds each spring.

“Minnesota is on the extreme 
eastern edge of the spring mi-
gration corridor for snow geese 
through the Upper Midwest,” 
said Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist. “In addition, 
March weather, particularly 
snow and ice conditions, have 
a major impact on spring mi-
gration, migration routes and 
migration timing of snow geese 
in Minnesota. With such a mild 
winter and lack of snow cover, 
migration this year could be 
much earlier than normal.”

A summary of regulations 
will be available from license 
vendors, DNR wildlife offices 
or by calling the DNR Informa-
tion Center at 651-296-6157 or 
toll-free 888-646-6367.

DnR program pays 
landowners to allow 

public hunting on their 
land

Landowners in 21 southwest-
ern Minnesota counties can 
earn money by allowing public 
hunting on their private land 
through the Walk-In Access 
(WIA) program, according to 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

WIA, which is entering its 
second year as a pilot program, 
targets privately owned parcels 
of 40 acres or more that are 
already enrolled in a conserva-
tion program such as Reinvest 
In Minnesota or Conserva-
tion Reserve Program. River 
bottoms, wetlands and other 
high-quality habitat will also 
be considered for WIA this year.

WIA pays landowners by the 
acre to allow hunting access. 
Bonuses are added if more 
than 140 contiguous acres are 
enrolled, if the land is within 
one-half mile of existing state 
or federal hunting land, or if a 
multi-year agreement is signed. 
This year’s sign-up period goes 
from Feb. 1 to April 15. Local 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) offices are 
handling program details and 
enrollments.

“We had a great response from 
hunters and landowners last 
year,” said Marybeth Block, 
WIA coordinator. She said that 
90 landowners enrolled about 
9,000 acres in 2011. In 2012, she 
hopes to have a total of 25,000 
acres enrolled.

“Studies across the country 
say that hunter numbers are 
declining because it’s getting 
tougher to find places to hunt,” 
Block said. “I see WIA as one 
way to address this, while 
also rewarding landowners 
for keeping their land in high-
quality habitat.”

Block said that the program 
is entirely voluntary for land-
owners. Recreational use laws 
provide extra liability protec-
tion for WIA acres. DNR con-
servation officers will address 
trespass and hunting violations. 
Enrolled acres are for walk-in 
traffic only; no vehicles are al-
lowed on conservation land. 
Parking is along roads or in 
designated parking areas.

WIA land is for public hunting 
only. No target practice, trap-
ping, dog training, camping, 
horseback riding or fires are 
allowed. Similar rules apply to 
WIAs as to other public wild-
life lands. Once private land is 
enrolled in the program, bright 
yellow-green hexagon signs are 
placed at the property bound-
aries.

Read more about the WIA 
program and see a map of the 
21 counties involved in the 
program. Locations of parcels 
enrolled for 2012 will be on the 
website in August.

The WIA program is a part-
nership between the DNR, 
SWCD, Board of Soil and Water 
Resources and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which is 
funding the first two years of 
the pilot program.

MississiPPi
Light Goose 

Conservation order 
Resumes

Waterfowl hunters are re-
minded that even though the 
regular waterfowl season ends 
on January 29, additional light 
goose huntingopportunity will 
be available for late winter and 
early spring.  The light goose 
conservation order is a special 
hunting opportunity to help 
control expanding populations 
of snow, blue, and Ross’s geese 
(collectively called light geese).  
The remainder of this special 
opportunity will be from Janu-
ary 30th to February 3rd, 2012.  
The light goose conservation 
order will be closed for the 
weekend of February 4th - 5th 
for the Youth Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Season, and will be open 
again from February 6th to 
March 31st, 2012.

Regulations for the light goose 
conservation order are as fol-
lows:

    There is no daily bag limit 
or possession limit during the 
Conservation Order.

    Snow, blue, and Ross’ geese 
are the only birds legal for har-
vest.

    A free permit number is 
required to hunt light geese 
during the Conservation Order.

    Permit numbers are ob-
tained by calling (601) 432 - 
2199 (Monday through Friday 
8 am to 5 pm).

    The use of electronic calling 
devices is allowed.

    The use of unplugged shot-


