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And, it is not always deer. 
Pheasants are the sights in 
a few incidents each season, 
too. That point will be driven 
home this March at the annual 
hunter education workshops. 
Those 1,800 or so volunteer 
instructors—along with DNR 
officers—are on the front line 
each year teaching 10,000 more 
hunters or potential hunters 
hunting ethics, laws, safe gun 
handling and more about wild-
life and the outdoors.

Several injuries this year—and 
each year—occur without any 
one shooting at game. “An indi-
vidual was carrying several bags 
along with his loaded firearm,” 
recalls Wisecup. “He reached 
into his vehicle, tried to get the 
gun unsnagged from the bags 
and it accidentally discharged, 
hitting him in the foot.”

Hunter education gets most 
of the credit, for driving down 
those numbers. It was not 
uncommon in the 1960s, even 
into the 70s, to have 10 or 12 
deaths…and scores of hunting 
related injuries. In 1965 alone, 
20 hunters died. Since then, 
over half a million students 
have gone through hunter edu-
cation classes.

A bowhunter in Monona 
County died after a fall from 
his tree stand. However, that 
occurred in the New Year. It will 
go down in 2012 statistics; also 
categorized separately from 
shooting incidents…as are a 
couple similar falls year to year.

Boosting blaze orange require-
ments also gets some of the 
credit; making hunters more 
visible to each other. Deer hunt-

ers must have their torsos cov-
ered with blaze orange. Small 
game hunters are required to 
have a visible item of clothing 
that is at least half blaze orange 
in color.

Idaho
light goose season, part 

2, opens this month
The second part of the hunting 

season reopens on blue, Ross’s 
and snow geese on February 
18 and runs through March 10 
in the southwestern and south-
central parts of the state.

Only Areas 2 and 3 are open. 
The daily bag limit is 10 geese, 
and the possession limit is 20.

Area 2 includes Ada, Boise, 
Canyon, Cassia, Elmore, Gem, 
Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, 
Minidoka, and Owyhee, Pay-
ette, Twin Falls and Washington 
counties. Except Fort Boise and 
Payette River wildlife manage-
ment areas and that portion 
of the Roswell Marsh Wildlife 
Habitat Area south of State 
Highway 18, and the Snake 
River Islands Unit of the Deer 
Flat National Wildlife Refuge 
in the Southwest Region will be 
closed during the spring light 
goose season.

Area 3 includes that portion of 
the Upper Snake Region within 
Bingham County in Game Man-
agement Unit 63 south of High-
way 20 and west of the west 
bank of the Snake River, and 
that portion of the Southeast 
Region within Bingham and 
Power counties in units 68 and 
68A west of the west bank of the 
Snake River and American Falls 
Reservoir bluff. (See red area on 

map on page 7 of the Waterfowl 
Seasons and rules brochure.)

Light goose season is closed 
in Area 1, which includes all 
parts of the state not included 
in Areas 2 and 3.

For more details, visit http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/pub-
lic/docs/rules/waterfowl-
Goose.pdf.

To hunt waterfowl, hunters 
must have a 2012 Idaho hunting 
license and a federal Migratory 
Game Bird Harvest Information 
Program Validation. In addi-
tion, all hunters 16 and older 
must have a federal Migratory 
Bird Stamp.

Only nontoxic shot may be 
used. For a list of approved shot 
go to: http://www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIs-
sues/nontoxic.htm.

Upland game rules book 
coming this month

The new upland game, turkey 
and furbearer seasons and rules 
books are going to be available 
in late February.

The 2012-2013 & 2013-2014 
Upland Game, Furbearer and 
Turkey seasons and rules bro-
chures include some changes 
that affect some spring turkey 
controlled hunts.

The spring turkey controlled 
hunt application period began 
February 1, and information for 
spring 2012 hunts is available 
from Fish and Game offices, 
license vendors and the Fish 
and Game website at: http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/pub-
lic/hunt/rules/?getPage=67.

The new upland game, turkey 
and furbearer rules include sev-
eral changes to turkey seasons.

In the Southeast Region, gen-
eral fall turkey seasons in units 
73, 74, 75, 77 and 78 have been 
replaced with a controlled hunt 
with 150 permits. In addition, 
permit numbers were reduced 
in Unit 71:

 And the season in hunt 9021 
was shortened by a month 
to run from September 15 to 
November 30. The season had 
been from September 15 to De-
cember 31.

Hunters may apply for con-
trolled hunts at any hunting and 
fishing license vendor, Fish and 
Game office; with a credit card 
by calling 1-800-55HUNT5; or 
online at http://fishandgame.
idaho.gov. An additional fee 
is charged for telephone and 
Internet applications.

If drawn, a hunter must also 
purchase a turkey controlled 
hunt permit and turkey tag. 
Hunters must have a valid 2012 
Idaho hunting license to apply.

Other upland game changes:
 Increased the possession 

limit for upland birds and game 
species to three times the daily 
limit, up from twice the limit.

 Returned the opening day of 
the chukar, gray partridge and 
quail seasons to the third Satur-
day in September. This year that 
would fall on September 15 and 
run through January 31, 2013.

 Increased the daily bag limit 
to eight each for chukar, gray 
partridge and quail.

 Returned the opening day 
for the cottontail and snowshoe 

hare seasons to August 30 state-
wide to match forest grouse 
seasons.

Changes in furbearer seasons 
and rules include:

 Panhandle:
 Increase the otter quota to 30, 

from 15.
 Extend the otter season 15 

days to March 31 to match the 
beaver season.

 Clearwater:
 Increase the otter quota to 20, 

from 15.
 Convert beaver control trap-

ping permits 201 and 202 to a 
general season.

 Southeast:
 Increase the otter quota to 15 

from five.
 Magic Valley:
 Open the Lime Creek drain-

age and Basalt Creek in Camas 
County and Clover Creek in 
Gooding County to beaver 
trapping.

F&G wants to make 
it easy for all to be 
involved and heard

While Idaho’s fish and wild-
life remain biologically un-
changed, the manner in which 
we as humans enjoy them is 
constantly changing, and the 
methods used to communicate 
with the sporting public are 
constantly evolving as well.

Idaho Fish and Game is trying 
a new approach by consolidat-
ing its big game and fisheries 
public meetings and making 
more information available on 
the Internet for those who can’t 

attend the meetings in Idaho 
Falls on February 28 and Rex-
burg on March 1.

“We realize that people’s 
time is extremely valuable, so 
we’re combining our big game 
and fishing regulation pro-
posal meetings together, as well 
as making more information 
available on YouTube for those 
who cannot attend a meeting,” 
Upper Snake Regional Supervi-
sor Steve Schmidt said.

Last year, wildlife managers 
in the Upper Snake Region 
experimented with short infor-
mational videos on YouTube 
and found they reached more 
people than had been attending 
the traditional public meetings.

“This time we will have sev-
en different short videos that 
sportsman can click on to learn 
about the status of the animals 
they are interested in,” said Da-
ryl Meints, Upper Snake Region 
wildlife manager. There will be 
separate videos for all of the 
region’s big game species: black 
bear, mountain lion, wolf, mule 
deer, white-tailed deer, elk and 
pronghorn.

“At this stage we are look-
ing for issues that sportsman 
would like us to address during 
the regulation setting process,” 
Meints said. “For example, 
would they like to see more or 
less opportunity for whatever 
species in a given unit or sea-
son.”

Online visitors will have the 
same opportunity to provide 
comments as those who attend 
the public meetings.

The meetings will involve 


