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State News

Colorado
artists Sought for 

Waterfowl Competition
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is soliciting original artwork 
entries for the 2012 Colorado 
Waterfowl Stamp Art Contest. 
This year’s species of focus is 
the Ross’s goose, a small white 
goose that is often confused 
with the snow goose. The dead-
line for artists to submit entries 
is 4 p.m., Friday, March 2.

“We have a relatively large 
format entry for waterfowl 
stamps art and that really lets 
artists be creative with their de-
piction of the birds we choose 
each year,” said Brian Sullivan, 
who coordinates the waterfowl 
stamp program for Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife.

The Colorado Waterfowl 
Stamp program was imple-
mented in 1990 and provides 
funding to conserve wetlands 
for waterfowl and other wet-
land-dependent wildlife. Wa-
terfowl hunters 16 years of age 
and older are required by state 
law to purchase a waterfowl 
stamp validation annually 
before hunting. In addition to 
hunters, many collectors aid in 
wetland conservation by pur-
chasing collector stamps and 
prints that are created from the 
winning entry.

All revenue generated from 
the sale of the hunter version 
of the Waterfowl Stamp - more 

than $6.7 million to date - is 
used to fund wetlands projects 
throughout the state. Almost 
20,000 acres of wetlands have 
been protected with Waterfowl 
Stamp funds so far. In 2011, wa-
terfowl stamp funds were used 
to help improve water man-
agement at the Andrick Ponds 
State Wildlife Area in Morgan 
County, which is managed as 
a quality waterfowl-hunting 
property.

This year’s featured species, 
the Ross’s goose, is a white 
goose with black wingtips that 
looks like a miniature version of 
the larger and more abundant 
snow goose. Distinguishing 
between Ross’s goose and snow 
goose is typically easiest in 
flight, where the Ross’s shorter 
neck and smaller head is more 
apparent. Ross’s geese have 
been noted in many parts of 
Colorado but they are gener-
ally spotted over the plains or 
in western Colorado during 
migrations between their Cana-
dian tundra breeding grounds 
and their warmer southern 
wintering areas.

Artists who wish to enter the 
competition must submit a 
13-inch high by-18 inch wide, 
full-color original artwork. 
There is a $50 fee for each entry. 
The winning entry will receive 
$3,500 with smaller cash prizes 
for second and third place as 
well. Complete requirements 
are explained in the applica-

tion packet, which is available 
at http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Hunting/Waterfowl/Water-
fowlStampProgram/. Hunters 
can purchase the required $5 
waterfowl stamp validation 
where hunting licenses are sold. 
The gum-backed stamp is avail-
able for a small additional fee.

Collector gum-backed stamps 
and art prints of the 2012 wa-
terfowl stamp will be avail-
able for purchase in late July. 
Collector stamps and prints 
are sold through the Colorado 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation. 
The Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation also has past stamp 
winner prints available.

The Colorado Wildlife Heri-
tage Foundation was created 
in 1989 as a result of Governor 
Roy Romer’s Wildlife 21 Task 
Force report, which recog-
nized that Colorado’s abundant 
and diverse wildlife makes an 
immense contribution to the 
state’s economy and the quality 
of life in the state. It also found 
that declining hunting and fish-
ing revenues were insufficient 
to protect wildlife habitat from 
the threats posed by develop-
ment.

The Foundation was formed 
to raise money to help fill the 
gap between available hunting 
and fishing funds and wildlife 
needs. The Foundation focuses 
its efforts on habitat preserva-
tion, wildlife research, species 
recovery, responding to wildlife 
emergencies and educating 
people about wildlife.

For more information on the 
Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation, go to: http://
www.cwhf.info/.

delaWare
Competition for 2013 

duck, Trout stamps to be 
held March 31

Wildlife art enthusiasts, stamp 
and print collectors, waterfowl 
hunters, anglers, birdwatchers 
and wetland conservation-
ists will gather beginning at 9 
a.m. Saturday, March 31 at the 
Delaware Ducks Unlimited 
Greenwings Event at Owens 
Station near Greenwood for the 
judging of Delaware’s annual 
Duck Stamp and Trout Stamp 
contests.

Sponsored by the Delaware 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
in partnership with Delaware 
Ducks Unlimited, the annual 
competitions draw entries by 
renowned and emerging artists 
from across the country. 

Delaware’s 2013 waterfowl 
stamp will mark the 33rd an-
niversary of the contest, which 
began in 1980 to raise funds 
for waterfowl conservation, 
including acquiring and im-
proving the wetland habitats 
that are vital for the survival of 
migratory waterfowl. To date, 
more than $2.5 million has been 
raised. The artwork chosen for 
the 2013 stamp must include 
one or more Delaware native 
species as the dominant feature, 
and may include any other ob-
jects including manufactured 
objects. 

For the trout stamp contest, 

artists from across the nation 
submit paintings of rainbow, 
brown or brook trout for the 
competition to choose the il-
lustration for the 2013 Delaware 
Trout Stamp, which must be 
displayed by all trout anglers. 
Some 6,500 trout anglers and 
stamp collectors support this 
program annually, generating 
approximately $25,000 in an-
nual revenues to stock trout 
in six northern New Castle 
County streams, Tidbury Pond 
in Kent County and Newton 
Pond in Sussex County.

A panel of judges consisting 
of an artist, a waterfowl col-
lector, an art teacher/profes-
sor, a biologist and the chair 
of Delaware Ducks Unlimited 
will select Best of Show winners 
for the 2013 Delaware Duck 
Stamp. A panel of biologists, 
collectors, anglers and a Trout 
Unlimited member will select 
the 2013 Delaware Trout Stamp. 
Judges will base their decisions 
on originality, artistic composi-
tion, anatomical accuracy and 
suitability for reproduction as 
a stamp and print.

For more information on the 
Delaware Duck Stamp or Trout 
Stamp programs, please con-
tact the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife at 302-739-9911, or visit 
www.fw.delaware.gov.

IoWa
Safe Hunting Year - For 

Most
A common thread still links 

many of the hunting incidents 
reported through 2011.

Overall, Iowa’s approximately 
250,000 hunters remain safe—
especially compared to their 
counterparts a few decades 
back. In 2011, the Department 
of Natural Resources investi-
gated 28 incidents; 20 involving 
injuries and eight with property 
damage. There were no 2011 
deaths, a drop from the single 
fatality reported in 2010. 

“Over the last eight to 10 
years, we had been at 20 to 24 
a year. It was slightly higher, 
but not out of the ordinary,” 
assesses Megan Wisecup, DNR 
recreational safety program su-
pervisor. “Any incidents are too 
many, but we still fall well be-
low numbers seen in the 1960s.”

However, the cause of many 
of those current day incidents 
sounds familiar. “We see the 
majority of our hunting inci-
dents during our shotgun deer 
seasons. One of the main causes 
is the shooter focusing on the 
deer,” says Wisecup. “(They) 
are not paying attention to what 
is beyond their target. In return, 
unfortunately, someone is get-
ting shot.”

Iowa’s December shotgun 
seasons allow party hunting, in 
which some hunters ‘post up’ 
while others drive deer toward 
them. It is efficient--and safe…
if each hunter knows where ev-
erybody is positioned and stays 
within their safe shooting zones.


