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Current exercise language is 
overly vague and should be clari-
fied to ensure that the daily exercise 
requirements do not preclude use 
of legitimate training or exercise 
equipment or other types of physi-
cal activity.

    This legislation calls for ex-
ponentially expanding the numbers 
of breeders regulated and inspected 
by the Animal Care division of the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Animal, Plant and 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 
However, a May 2010 audit of this 
program by the USDA’s own In-
spector General demonstrated that 
the existing inspections program 
is insufficient to carry out current 
responsibilities. The AKC believes 
these issues and full funding for 
the current program should be 
addressed before attempting to ex-
ponentially expand the program’s 
responsibilities and workload.  

AKC Government Relations 
and our Washington-based advo-
cates will continue to closely moni-
tor the activities of  key members of 
Congress, policy committees, and 
their staff for any developments 
regarding PUPS. We are committed 
to keeping our constituents updated 
via email and the AKC website. Up-
dated information about PUPS and 
other legislation is available online 
at http://www.akc.org/news/
sections/legislative_alerts.cfm or 
by clicking on “US Fed” on AKC’s 
online legislative tracking system. 

The AKC encourages all respon-
sible dog owners and breeders to 
stay active in your community as a 
role model for responsible dog own-
ership and breeding and to educate 
your legislators about potentially 
misleading legislation that could 
harm responsible dog owners and 
breeders.

Although PUPS is not actively 
being considered in Congress at 
this time, we encourage responsible 

dog owners and breeders to share 
their concerns about this measure 
with their federal representatives.  
Use the following links to find out 
the names and contact information 
of your member of  Congress and 
your Senators.  For more informa-
tion on effectively communicating 
with your legislators and other tools 
and information to help you, please 
visit the AKC Government Relations 
Toolbox and AKC GR newsletters 
links on the AKC Government Rela-
tions webpage.
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-- AKC Owner-Handler Series 
Kicks Off This Month --

This month, we’re pleased to 
launch a new event that will take 
place at select dog shows around the 
country – the AKC Owner-Handler 
Series.

Owner-handlers are the core of 
the conformation dog sport, mak-
ing up the majority of show entries. 
We’re pleased to put the spotlight 
on all of our owner-handlers and 
acknowledge the time and dedica-
tion they put into their dogs.

The AKC Owner-Handler Se-
ries will take place after Best of 
Breed judging in each breed ring. 
This competition will be open to all 
non-professional owner-handlers, 
whether experienced or novice. All 
dogs’ eligibility must be indicated 
by checking the Owner-Handler 
box on the entry form at the time of 
entry and will be marked as Owner-
Handler eligible with an asterisk (*) 
in the steward’s book and catalog.

Owner-Handler Best of Breed 
will be selected from the dogs that 
are eligible to compete in the Best 
of Breed competition including 
Winners Dog and Winners Bitch. If 
the Best of Breed/Variety winner 
is Owner-Handler eligible, it will 

automatically be Owner-Handler 
Best of Breed/Variety. If BOB is in-
eligible and Best of Opposite Sex is 
eligible, BOS will compete against 
the eligible Best of Breed dogs of 
the other sex. If the BOB and BOS 
winners are both ineligible, the 
judge will choose Owner-Handler 
Best of Breed from the eligible Se-
lects and eligible WD or WB. If one 
of the Selects is eligible, the judge 
will excuse dogs of the same sex as 
the Select and judge the remaining 
dogs of the opposite sex including 
the eligible WD or WB. If the BOB, 
BOS and Selects are not eligible, the 
judge may choose any eligible dog 
remaining in the ring.

Based on points from Breed, 
Group and Best in Show wins ac-
crued throughout the year, we’ll 
rank the dogs and invite our top 
owner-handled exhibits to a special 
year-end event to compete for a Best 
Owner-Handler Award.

AKC Owner-Handler Series 
Point Scale:

(Note: Owner-Handler Series 
points do not contribute to cham-
pionship points)

Best in Show 100

Group 1 30

Group 2 20

Group 3 15

Group 4 10

Best of Breed 5

I hope that many of you will 
take part and we look forward to 
your feedback about the new Series. 
We plan to add shows featuring this 
new event throughout the year, so 
stay tuned for updates on www.
akc.org.

The first events in the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series will take 
place at:

Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon 

– January 21st

Oakland County Kennel Club – 
January 21st

Sahuaro State Kennel Club – Febru-
ary 4th

Colorado Kennel Club – February 
19th

International Kennel Club of Chi-
cago – February 26th

Ft. Worth Kennel Club – March 24th

Atlanta Kennel Club – April 14th

Greenwich Kennel Club – June 9th

If you have any questions or 
feedback to share about the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series, we encour-
age you to contact Bri Tesarz at glt@
akc.org or 919-816-3514.

And don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for the ABC Television 
Network broadcast of the AKC/
Eukanuba National Championship 
on February 4th. Check your local 
listings for airtimes. The national 
exposure this broadcast brings helps 
us share all the good things AKC 
does for dogs with the pet-loving 
public.

Sincerely, 

Ron Menaker Chairman

Pluis Davern Named 
2011 AKC Breeder Of 

The Year
Pluis Davern of Royal Oaks, 

California was honored with the 
2011 AKC Breeder of the Year Award 
for her Sundowners Sussex Spaniels 
at the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18, 2011. The annual award 
honors those breeders who have 
dedicated their lives to improving 
the health, temperament and quality 
of purebred dogs.

“Congratulations to Pluis,” said 
AKC Chairman of the Board Ron 
Menaker. “We’re also proud that 

she, along with the other Breeder of 
the Year group honorees, is an AKC 
Breeder of Merit program partici-
pant - part of a select group of AKC 
breeders that truly are the backbone 
of the sport and the foundation of 
our organization.”

Each year, one honoree is cho-
sen from each of the seven groups: 
Sporting, Hound, Working, Terrier, 
Toy, Non-Sporting, and Herding. 
From those seven, one Group win-
ner is selected as “AKC Breeder of 
the Year” during the AKC/Eukanu-
ba National Championship, which 
was held this year in Orlando, 
Florida on December 17 and 18. The 
Breeder of the Year ceremony will 
be included in the show’s telecast 
on ABC Network Television on 
Saturday, February 4, 2012. Check 
local listings for air times.

Raised in Europe and New 
Zealand, Pluis came to America 
with her husband in 1964. They 
purchased a Golden Retriever, 
which lead to hunting, field and 
obedience training, handling in the 
show ring, breeding and eventually 
to her becoming a performance and 
conformation judge. Having bred a 
number of dual purpose Goldens, 
Pluis decided to downsize with 
Sussex Spaniels. Her Ch. The Vicar 
of Lexxfield CD, won the first BIS in 
the breed and placed in the group at 
the Garden.

Pluis acquired Sand Creeks’ 
Up to Snuff, her foundation stud, 
in 1990. He became a multiple BIS 
winner and the first Sussex with 
advanced field and obedience titles.

With a UK-imported bitch, Pluis 
began her challenging journey as a 
breeder. With a second UK bitch, she 
produced three champions, two of 
which were ranked 1 and 2 in the 
country, and a male All-Breed and 
National Specialty Best in Show 
Winner, who ranked outstanding 
sire two years.

Another dog she bred became 

the first with a Master Hunter title, 
while his brother sired a two-time 
BISS winner. Subsequent progeny 
succeeded in both conformation 
and performance, including the 
2010 AKC/Eukanuba BOB winner 
and the show’s breed Best Bred-By-
Exhibitor two years in a row.

As the 2011 Breeder of the Year’ 
recipient, Pluis Davern will be 
honored with a commission from 
Mitch Gyson, a canine portraitist 
to memorialize a prominent dog 
from her kennel and her name will 
be inscribed on a perpetual trophy. 
They will remain on permanent 
display at the AKC headquarters in 
New York City.

All seven Group honorees were 
presented with medallions during 
the show on December 18, 2011. 
Group winners included:

    Sporting: Pluis Davern - Sun-
downers Sussex Spaniels, Royal 
Oaks, California

    Hound: Gretchen Bernardi 
- Berwyck Irish Wolfhounds, Ed-
wardsville, Illinois

    Working: Thomas Oelschlager 
& Marlene DePalma - Kontoki Si-
berian Huskies, Finleyville, Penn-
sylvania

    Terrier: Elena Landa - Dou-
bloon Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers, 
Bothell, Washington

    Toy: Sharon and Raymond 
Stevens - Sharbelle Toy Poodles, 
Vista, California

    Non-Sporting: Barbara Wood 
- Anbara Lhasa Apsos, Cranford, 
New Jersey

    Herding: Steve and Alice Law-
rence - Fuzzy Farm Pulik, Stafford 
Springs, Connecticut

For more information on all of 
the AKC Breeder of the Year Group 
honorees visit www.akc.org 


