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News From The AKC

Podcast on 
Hypertrophic 

Osteodystrophy (HOD) 
and

Legg-Calve-Perthes 
(LCP) 

In this edition of Genome 
Barks we bring you an interview 
with Dr. Alison Starr, a scientific 
investigator at the Clemson Ca-
nine Genetics Research Group, 
which studies hereditary dis-
eases in the domestic dog. Dr. 
Starr has received funding from 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion and her current research is 
focused on the development of 
genetic tests to help predict and 
screen for hereditary diseases.

In this podcast Dr. Starr 
discusses her study of Hypertro-
phic Osteodystrophy (HOD), a 
bone disease that usually affects 
young, rapidly growing, large 
breed dogs. Specifically, she is 
looking at HOD in Irish Setters. 
Additionally, Dr. Starr discusses 
her study of Legg-Calve-Perthes 
(LCP), a disease that results in 
the abnormal deformity of the 
ball of the hip joint and usually 
occurs in young miniature and 
small breeds of dogs. Specifically, 
she is looking at LCP in West 
Highland White Terriers and 
other Terrier breeds. For both 
HOD and LCP, Dr. Starr is hop-
ing to discover the gene or genes 
responsible for these diseases so 
that genetic tests might be de-
veloped as a tool for producing 
better and healthier dogs.

If you enjoyed this podcast 
you may also like our other pod-
casts Cruciate Ligament Rupture 
and Hip Dysplasia and Orthope-
dic Diseases.

New podcasts are released 
every two weeks.  They are also 
available for direct download at 
Apple's itunes® or www.genome-
barks.com.

We are grateful to the Kenneth 
A. Scott Charitable Trust, a Key-
Bank Trust, for their support of 
the Genome Barks Podcast Series. 

For more information contact 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion at 1-888-682-9696 or chf@
akcchf.org.

AKC Canine Health 
Foundation Awards 21 
New Research Grants

The AKC Canine Health Foun-
dation (CHF) is committing more 
than $1.5 million in 2012 for re-
search grants to help dogs live 
longer, healthier lives.

CHF approved 21 OAK grants 
to 14 research institutions and 
universities to conduct research 
covering canine health issues such 
as cataracts, carcinoma, dermatitis, 
epilepsy, liver disease, lymphoma, 
melanoma, and osteosarcoma. 
This year’s grants cover research 
of diseases affecting all dogs and 
specific breeds, such as Australian 
Shepherds, Bassett Hounds, Grey-
hounds, Havanese, Irish Wolf-
hounds, Scottish Terriers, Shetland 
Sheepdogs and West Highland 
White Terriers.

“The selection of these grants 
represents great potential in ad-
vancing the health of all dogs

and their owners,” said CHF 
Chief Executive Officer and Gen-
eral Counsel Terry Warren. “The 
Foundation is dedicated to fund-
ing sound scientific research and 
disseminating health information 
that can prevent, treat and cure 
canine disease.”

This year CHF received 109 
OAK grant proposals. Part of 
CHF’s two-level grant structure, 
the annually-awarded OAK grants 
are one- to two-year, in-depth 
research projects that examine 
causes, provide accurate diagnosis 
and prognosis and develop effec-
tive treatments for canine disease. 
CHF also funds short-term re-
search throughout the year called 
ACORN grants, which frequently 
produce preliminary data for pos-
sible future OAK proposals.

The canine and human ge-
nomes are highly similar. Thus, 
most canine diseases also occur in 
humans. “Research funded by the 
Foundation often provides infor-
mation for discoveries in human 
illnesses,” Warren said. “There 
are a number of research projects 
this year that have the potential to 
be translational from dogs to hu-
mans. As a result, we are not only 
helping our beloved companions, 
but we are helping ourselves.”

CHF has invested more than 
$26 million in canine health re-
search since its inception in 1995. 
Funding for the CHF OAK grants 
comes from a variety of sources. 
“We are fortunate to have fantastic 
support from the American Ken-
nel Club, Nestlé Purina PetCare 
and Pfizer Animal Health,” said 
Warren. “We also receive contribu-
tions from many all-breed, parent 

and specialty dog clubs as well as 
dog lovers around the world.”

CHF has a distinctive and 
thorough grant process. It starts 
with gathering information from 
the American Kennel Club Parent 
Clubs, dog owners, breeders, vet-
erinarians, academic institutions 
and researchers to establish canine 
health research priorities. “We 
encourage our investigators to 
submit applications based on these 
research priorities,” explained 
Warren.

Researchers can submit re-
search pre-proposals each year be-
ginning in January. Once the pre-
proposal period ends, the applica-
tions are initially reviewed by the 
CHF Grants Committee and often 
by experts in the application’s field 
of study. Approximately one-third 
of the pre-proposals are selected 
for the researcher to submit a 
full proposal. Those applications 
are evaluated by volunteer peer 
reviewers. The CHF Board of 
Directors and Grants Committee 
then make the final decisions and 
award grants each fall.

For more details on the 2012 
CHF research grants view the 
complete list online.

Help the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation continue to fund 
ground-breaking canine health 
reseach.

Podcast on the Genetics 
of Canine Behavior 

Released
In this edition of Genome Barks 

we bring you and interview with Dr. 
Mark Neff, scientific investigator 
and Director of program for canine 
health and performance at the Van 
Andel Research Institute.  Dr. Neff 
has received funding from the AKC 

Canine Health Foundation and his 
current research is focused on neu-
rological and behavioral disorders 
in the dog.

In this podcast Dr. Neff dis-
cusses how researchers are learn-
ing about the genes responsible for 
behaviors like pointing and herding 
and how understanding the prin-
cipals of the mind can help them 
understand the intrinsic reward 
system that motivates dogs to do 
what they do. 

If you enjoyed this podcast you 
may also like our other podcasts 
Canine Behavior and Canine Com-
pulsive Behavior.

New podcasts are released ev-
ery two weeks.  They are also avail-
able for direct download at Apple’s 
itunes® or www.genomebarks.com.

We are grateful to the Kenneth 
A. Scott Charitable Trust, a KeyBank 
Trust, for their support of the Ge-
nome Barks Podcast Series. 

For more information contact 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
at 1-888-682-9696 or chf@akcchf.org.

Federal PUPS Legislation 
Information Update
The American Kennel Club 

and our Washington, D.C.-based 
advocacy team continue to closely 
monitor the federal Puppy Uni-
form Protection and Safety (PUPS) 
legislation introduced last spring as 
Senate Bill 707 (S.707) and House 
Bill 835 (H.R. 835). Each of the bills 
has been assigned to the Agricul-
ture Committees of their respective 
chambers. To date, no hearings have 
been scheduled and no formal ac-
tion has been taken on this bill.

PUPS would purportedly re-
quire anyone who owns or co-owns 
dogs that produce 50 or more pup-
pies offered for sale in a 12-month 
period to be regulated under exist-

ing USDA dog “dealer” regulations. 
These regulations are designed for 
high-volume commercial kennels 
that produce puppies for wholesale, 
and require a USDA commercial 
license, maintenance of specified 
commercial kennel engineering 
standards and regular inspections.

The AKC does not oppose the 
general concept of reasonable regu-
lations for high volume breeder/
retailers. However, the PUPS bill 
is misleading because such regula-
tions would hurt responsible small 
breeders who raise only a few lit-
ters of puppies each year in their 
homes, while also reducing the 
availability of resources needed to 
enforce against abusive or negligent 
operations.

The AKC also has a number of 
serious concerns with the bill as in-
troduced and does not support this 
measure.  These concerns include: 

    Definition of “breeding fe-
male” as an intact female dog aged 
4 months or older. This definition is 
misleading because female dogs are 
not sufficiently mature at 4 months 
of age to be bred. Additionally, such 
a definition should not be necessary 
if a “high volume retail breeder” is 
to be based on sales, rather than the 
number of dogs owned.

 Definition of “high volume 
retail breeder” as someone with “an 
ownership interest in or custody 
of one or more breeding female 
dogs.”  This definition is overly 
broad and does not take into ac-
count the tradition of co- and joint 
ownerships common among dog 
show participants, sporting dog 
trainers, hunting club members, 
and other hobbyists. Additionally, 
a reference to the number of dogs 
owned by a breeder is unnecessary 
and potentially misleading in legis-
lation that does not limit ownership 
rights per se. 


