
19
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell18
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

February /March 2012                                         Now in our Twentieth year                                                       www.Bdarn.com February/March  2012                          We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

the Gulf Coast, the Mississippi Allu-
vial Valley and in the Central Valley 
of California, according to research. 
These three major rice-growing re-
gions of the United States overlap 
exactly with Ducks Unlimited’s top 
three highest non-breeding-ground 
habitat priorities.

A variety of rice and duck dishes 
were enjoyed by the attendees as 
they viewed a video with informa-
tion about U.S. rice production and 
the habitat benefits provided to wa-
terfowl and other birds by flooded 
rice fields. The attendees also re-
ceived literature about the economic 
and environmental benefits of U.S. 
rice production.

Rice agriculture provides man-
aged wetland habitats which largely 
sustain the waterfowl DU is dedi-
cated to protecting. Following the 
rice harvest in the fall, hundreds of 
thousands of acres of rice fields are 
flooded, creating habitat for water-
fowl and other migratory birds and 
providing an excellent food source 
during winter months. 

“No other agricultural group 
does as much for wetlands and wa-
terfowl conservation as America’s 
rice growers,” said DU Director of 
Public Policy Dan Wrinn. “Every 
year rice producers provide critical 
migratory and wintering habitat 
for millions of ducks and geese and 
other migratory birds across the 
country.”

Because of the natural overlap 
of their missions, the two organiza-
tions have a long-standing partner-
ship. USA Rice awarded DU the 
2011 Distinguished Conservation 
Award, which recognizes the or-
ganization’s exemplary leadership 
and other major contributions to 
conservation that significantly ben-
efit natural resources, wildlife and 
American communities.

“DU’s conservation, restoration 
and management of wetlands and 

other habi-
tats for North America’s waterfowl 
is vital,” USA Rice Producers’ Group 
Conservation Committee Chairman 
Leo LaGrande said. “This event pro-
vides a great opportunity to inform 
others about the special relationship 
b e t w e e n 
rice farm-
e r s  a n d 
D U  a n d 
our shared 
c o m m i t -
m e n t  t o 
w a t e r 
birds.”

T h e 
USA Rice 
F e d e r a -
tion is the 
global ad-
vocate for 
a l l  s e g -
ments of 
the U.S. rice industry with a mission 
to promote and protect the interests 
of producers, millers, merchants 
and allied businesses.

Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to conserving North America’s 
continually disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more than 
12 million acres thanks to contribu-
tions from more than a million sup-
porters across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to pro-
gram efficiency, DU works toward 
the vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl today, 
tomorrow and forever.

U.S. House passes 
legislation to make 
federal duck stamps 

easier to obtain

DU testified in support of pro-
posal, waterfowlers

 The U.S. House of Representa-
tives’ Jan. 23 vote on bill H.R. 3117 
could mean permanent easy access 
for hunters looking to buy their fed-
eral duck stamps online. The e-Duck 
Stamp program, started four years 
ago on a trial basis, allows hunters 
16 and older to purchase tempo-
rary duck stamps online until their 
physical stamps arrive in the mail.

Prior to this pilot program, wa-
terfowl hunters were required to 
buy federal migratory bird hunting 
and conservation stamps, or duck 
stamps, at post offices and sport-
ing goods stores. The trouble came 
when suppliers ran out of stamps 
early in the season or small rural 
post offices didn’t carry the stamps 
at all.

Ducks Unlimited’s Scott Suther-
land, director of the Governmental 
Affairs Office in Washington, D.C., 
testified before the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resources to keep the 
e-Duck Stamp program alive after 

its pilot period ended. He lauded 
the bill’s sponsor, Rep. Rob Wittman 
of Virginia.

“The trial that was arranged un-
der the Electronic Duck Stamp Act 
legislation has worked,” Sutherland 
testified in October 2011. “Because 
of its success in making federal 
duck stamps easier to obtain, while 
preserving the heritage and utility 
of the traditional stamps and atten-
dant art, Ducks Unlimited supports 
the proposal to make this program 
permanent.

Originally enacted in 1934, the 
Federal Duck Stamp was created as 
a federal waterfowl hunting license 
and a means to conserve waterfowl 
habitat. The program has generated 
more than $800 million to protect 
more than 6 million acres of water-
fowl habitat in the United States, 
land now part of the USFWS Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System. The 
stamps now cost $15 per year, with 
98 percent of revenue going straight 
to land purchases, easements and 
leases.

“For generations, the funds that 
waterfowlers spend create jobs, pay 
for conservation programs, and the 
duck stamp is a good example of the 
effort to invest in the resource we 
care for,” Sutherland said. “Funds 
from the purchase of this stamp go 
toward conserving land beneficial 
to the public and waterfowl across 
the country. Ducks Unlimited stands 
firmly behind this program, and we 
are seeking support from Congress 
to make this important online com-
ponent permanent.”

Now that the House has re-
sponded positively to this push for 
the program, with a 373-1 vote, DU 
is asking the Senate to do the same. 
If the Senate vote is successful, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
would have the authority to make 
the program permanent and extend 
it to all states.

Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to conserving North America’s 
continually disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, DU is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year, with special events, projects 
and promotions across the conti-
nent. Ducks Unlimited has con-
served more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from more 
than a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science and 
dedicated to program efficiency, DU 
works toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with water-
fowl today, tomorrow and forever.

Emily Havens

(901) 758-3851

ehavens@ducks.org

Global Guide Comes 
Home to Support 

Pheasants Forever as 
New Eastern Kansas 

Regional Representative
Marc Glades looks to improve 

upland bird numbers and increase 
youth education Marc Glades, East-
ern Kansas Regional Representative

Pheasants Forever has named 
Marc Glades of Burlington, Kansas, 
as the organization’s new Regional 
Representative for eastern Kansas. 
Glades will work at raising and 
expending funds on wildlife habitat 
and conservation education, and 

also with local, state and federal 
natural resources agencies on behalf 
of Kansas Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever chapters.

Glades looks to grow Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever’s pres-
ence in Kansas, which is currently 
home to more than 50 Pheasants 
Forever (PF) and Quail Forever (QF) 
chapters, and a combined 6,700 PF 
and QF members.

Since 1994, Glades has been the 
owner and operator of Outdoor 
Connection, Inc., which provides 
personalized outdoor travel plan-
ning services to a global clientele. 
After hunting and fishing in remote 
regions of the world such as South 
Africa, New Zealand and Alaska for 
the past 18 years, Glades decided it 
was time to make an impact in his 
home state of Kansas. “My son is 
old enough to hunt now, and after 
a few times quail hunting with him 
and not seeing nearly the number of 
birds he should have in order to get 
hooked, I knew something had to be 
done,” said Glades, “I decided to be-
come involved with Pheasants For-
ever, because they have the proven 
track record of putting birds on the 
ground while increasing awareness 
for what needs to be done. Kansas is 
where I grew up hunting, and this 
is where I want my children to have 
the same, if not better, opportunities 
to experience Kansas’ outdoors that 
I had.”

Another important aspect of 
Glade’s position will be assuming 
a leadership role for Kansas’ Grass-
roots Conservation Campaign. The 
campaign is a partnership between 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 40 
Kansas Pheasants Forever chapters, 
12 Kansas Quail Forever chapters, 
corporations, foundations and indi-
viduals to improve 1 million Kansas 
acres for pheasants, quail and other 
wildlife. This comprehensive and 
strategic campaign aims to provide 


