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Prairie Chickens in Colorado

Colorado Prairie Chicken 
Tours

Did you know?

    Colorado is home to 9 species 
of grouse; the greater prairie chicken, 
lesser prairie chicken, dusky grouse 
(formerly blue grouse), sharp-tailed 
grouse, greater sage grouse, Gun-
nison sage grouse, the mountain 
sharp-tailed grouse, the plains 
sharp-tailed grouse and white tailed 
ptarmigan. All grouse have feath-
ered legs.

    You can participate in tours to 
see the sharp-tailed grouse courtship 
dances in the Yampa Valley, and the 
greater sage grouse in Walden.
    Some traditional dances of the 

North American Plains Indi-
ans are believed to have been 
inspired by the courtship 
dances of the prairie chicken.
    The Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
may be one helpful tool for 
prairie-chicken conserva-
tion. Farmers enrolled in 
the program agree to plant 
appropriate vegetation on 
eligible fields, field edges 
and stream banks to create 
wildlife habitat and retain 
topsoil. Agricultural lands 
restored to grasslands under 
the CRP program could be 
valuable habitat for Greater 

Prairie-Chickens in some areas. 
Visit the CRP website, to learn 
more about the program and how 
you can enroll.

Birders, families, and wildlife 
fans alike will delight in this oppor-
tunity to watch the annual courtship 
dance of the greater prairie chicken, 
one of Colorado’s amazing avian 
inhabitants.  On weekends through-
out March and April, the town of 
Wray, Colorado in partnership with 
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
will offer guided tours to view the 
birds - locally called the “sandhill 
dancers” - in their natural habitat.

“Many birders visit Wray to 
see the prairie chickens 
and mark them off their 
“Life Lists” for bird 
watching,” said Josh 
Melby, district wildlife 
manager for Wray, “ 
What they find here is 
one of the most fasci-
nating and memorable 
mating rituals they’ll 
ever see in the wild.”

Each year, wildlife 
enthusiasts and bird-
watchers come from 
around the world to 
enjoy this rare oppor-
tunity to view greater 
prairie chickens and 
their exotic courtship 
display. To ensure that 
wildlife watchers avoid any harmful 
disturbance to the birds during the 
courtship period, tour participants 
will use a special viewing blind, 
seating only 20 people per trip. 
Reservations are required. For more 
information, visit the Wray Cham-

ber of Commerce website or call 
970-332-3484.

Greater prairie chickens were 
declared endangered in 1972, but 
have recovered due to cooperative 
efforts of local landowners and the 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. There 
are approximately 10,000 to 12,000 
greater prairie chickens in the state 
at this time, most of which live on 
private property in the sandhill re-
gion of northeast Colorado.

Sandhill Dancers: Prairie Chickens 
of Yuma County

News from the Non-profits

Light Goose Migration 
Headquarters

The 2011-2012 regular waterfowl 
season has come to a close through-
out the country, but before you begin 
storing equipment, it's time for light 
geese in the United States. The Light 
Goose Conservation Order offers 
waterfowlers liberal regulations to 
help control exploding populations 
of light geese. Chasing blues, snows 
and Ross's geese during the spring 
migration takes knowledge, skill and 
plenty of scouting. Ducks Unlim-
ited's Light Goose Migration Head-
quarters contains hunting tactics and 
essential tools for understanding 
bird behavior. The DU Migration 
Map will provide you with an up-to-
date spring migration status for your 
area. Log onto DU's Light Goose 
Migration Headquarters today!

Metro-St. Paul chapter 
recognized nationally

Local Ducks Unlimited 
chapter makes Top 100

ST. PAUL, Minn. – March 15, 
2012 – The President’s Top 100 is 
one of the most highly sought-after 
titles of recognition Ducks Unlimited 
offers to chapters throughout the na-
tion. Each year, the list is comprised 
of the top 100 fundraising chapters 
in the United States. Through the ef-

forts of these volunteer committees, 
DU is able to pursue its mission of 
conserving, enhancing and restor-
ing North America’s wetlands. This 
past fall, the Metro-St. Paul Chapter 
made the Top 100 list as one of the 
organization’s best fundraising 
chapters.

“These fundraising events are 
the backbone of DU’s habitat con-
servation efforts, and the volunteers 
who make up these chapters are the 
grassroots force making a differ-
ence for North American waterfowl 
populations,” said DU President 
John Newman. “It takes a great 
deal of effort to crack the Top 100, 
and these chapters deserve to be 
congratulated by every person who 
enjoys the outdoors.”

The Metro-St. Paul Chapter 
earned a spot in the Top 100 out of 
the more than 2,700 DU chapters 
nationwide. DU’s event fundraising 
system has long been a model for 
other conservation organizations 
around the world and has funded a 
significant portion of the more than 
12 million acres of wetlands and as-
sociated habitat DU has conserved 
since 1937.

This year’s Top 100 chapters 
also have the distinction of being 
honored during DU’s 75th Anni-
versary year, celebrated with special 
events and wetland project dedica-
tions nationwide. The Top 100 will 
be recognized during DU’s 75th 
National Convention in Nashville at 
the end of May, with many chapter 
representatives in attendance.

“DU chapters across the coun-
try are showing that the future of 
waterfowl populations and the 
wetlands that filter our drinking 
water and protect us from flood-
ing are important to them and to 

their communities,” Newman said. 
“The more money we raise, the 
more habitat we can conserve and 
the closer we are to preserving our 
waterfowl hunting heritage. I would 
like to personally thank all our Top 
100 chapters for their achievement 
and look forward to seeing them 
among our distinguished chapters 
next year.”

Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to conserving North America’s 
continually disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, DU is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year, with special events, projects 
and promotions across the conti-
nent. Ducks Unlimited has con-
served more than 12 million acres 
thanks to contributions from more 
than a million supporters across the 
continent. Guided by science and 
dedicated to program efficiency, DU 
works toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with water-
fowl today, tomorrow and forever.

Ducks and rice come 
together on Capitol Hill

The USA Rice Federation and 
Ducks Unlimited hosted a joint 
congressional luncheon to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
flooded rice fields to the nation’s 
wintering and migrating waterfowl. 
Members of both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and U.S. Senate and 
their staffs attended the first-of-its-
kind luncheon last week.

“Nowhere is the compatibility 
of agricultural working lands and 
waterfowl habitat more apparent 
than in the case of rice agriculture,” 
said Scott Manley, Ducks Unlimited 
director of conservation programs 
and editor of Conservation in Rice-
lands of North America.

Rice fields provide 30 to 60 per-
cent of the food resources available 
to wintering dabbling ducks along 


