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From the Dog netMeet The Breeder

Sarcoptic mange mites
I can believe it. Sarcoptic mange mites (Sarcoptes scabei) 

cause "fox mange." Antibiotics will clear up a secondary bacterial 
infection, however, they do not kill the mites. Your dogs need 
something from the vet that will kill the mites, and hopefully 
something to help prevent it. Revolution is a topical treatment 
(like a top spot for flea prevention). All dogs in the household 
will need to be treated. 

Here is a link for information on treatments:

http://www.marvista vet.com/html/ body_sarcoptic_ 
mange.html

Queen Of The Irish
By Dennis Guldan

When I look to do an  article on 
a breeder if  I find out they are the 
only breeder with a certain hunting 
title on a dog, they have my atten-
tion. Well that is the situation with 
Rosemary Sexton of Realta Irish 
Water Spaniel Kennels of Zimmer-
man, MN. 

As kennels go Rose-
mary has a small one with 
but three dogs. Two of three 
are show Champions and 
run in the field. She has had 
six litters over the past four-
teen years, so she will never 
be called a puppy mill. But 
Rosemary has done a tre-
mendous amount with the 
dogs she has.

I met Rosemary a few 
weeks ago when I went out 
to a Lake Country Retriever 
Hunt test to snap some pic-
tures. I try to visit Junior, 
Senior and Master Hunter 
fields, to meet a variety of 
people and understand the 
tests better. When I pulled 
into the Master Hunter field 
I noticed Rosemary exercis-
ing her Irish Water Spaniel 
Nova. I had to look a second 
time. What was an Irish doing with 
the elite group of mostly Labs run-
ning Master Hunter? Rosemary’s 
Irish had a Senior Hunter title on 
her Irish and was running Mas-
ter Hunter. In fact she attempted 
and passed one leg of the Master 
Hunter.

To give you a clue on what it 
takes to pass Master Hunter, we are 
talking about a test that can take two 
days to run. Includes such things as 
honoring, diversions, triple marks, 
both upland and water work, eight 
separate bird retrieves. It’s not 
something you are gonna take a 

dog from a backyard and pass, these 
dogs are the top of the line. And 
Rosemary Sexton put the only Mas-
ter Hunter on a female Irish Water 
Spaniel in the breed and a leg on a 
second dog. There only two male 
IWS Master Hunters, in the U.S.

I got talking with Rosemary at 
the test and next thing I knew I was 
at her home talking about her ken-
nel and the breed.

Rosemary has had Irish Water 
Spaniels for 14 years. She has had 
ten litters in that time generating 10 
show champions. She not only run 
field events she also runs her dogs 
in the show ring. Rosemary does not 
hunt so her mentor for field work is 
Rick Stawski of Fine Line Retrievers. 

I need to commend Rosemary 
for doing the field work. Most 
breeders who do not hunt would 
ignore the hunting titles, not Rose-
mary. She’s in there with the best of 
them training her Irish’s in all as-
pects the breed was designed for. 

The Irish Water Spaniel is an 
interesting breed. It is one of the 
oldest of all retriever breeds. It 
was developed in the 1840s fifty 
years before the Labs hit the re-
triever scene. It has been known 
to be a jovial breed that does not 
take anything too serious. And to 
place Master Hunter titles on such 
a breed is a major feat.

Rosemary force fetches all her 
dogs. Her pro does the collar train-
ing. She trains between two and 
four nights a week, every week 
that weather allows and she is not 
at events. Last year she ran in six 
field events. Add to this her show 
and obedience work she does 
on all her dogs, she’s a busy and 
dedicated dog owner.

And it is not only in the field 
that Rosemary is known. She has 
also won winners dog and win-

ners bitch at the national specialty. 
And her pups are known to be ver-
satile too. One of her pups needs one 
more pass to get a very rare VCD4 
title. The Versatile Champion Dog 
level four is a title available to all 
dog breeds. Includes testing of agil-
ity, obedience and tracking. Only a 
handful of all dogs registered with 

the AKC have every achieved the 
title.

So without question, Rosemary 
has proven if worked on, the Irish 
Water Spaniel can compete and 
be competitive in all levels of dog 
events.

I asked Rosemary to tell us a lit-
tle bit about the Irish Water Spaniel. 
Rosemary agrees the Irish is a play-
ful breed that sometimes has prob-
lems taking too much pressure in 
training situations. Some of the dogs 
can be soft. The Irish can be known 
as a single person or family dog. 
Her dogs sometimes don’t want to 
go for a walk with Rosemary’s kids, 
if Rosemary is in the house. Though 
they make great family dogs, they 
do not make great kennel dogs. 
Rosemary prefers to sell her pups 
to experienced dog people, who 
understand you must be firm and 
consistent in dog training.

As far as the curly hair, Rose-
mary clips her dogs about four 
times a year and the field coat stays 
in good shape. They also need a 
combing about once a week to keep 
a nice coat. Irish Water Spaniels are 
not small dogs, expect them to be 
about 21-24 inches tall and weigh 
about 45 to 65 pounds. 

Rosemary keeps a list of people 
interested in puppies and breeds 
when the list gets to the right size. 
This fall she plans on having a lit-
ter. Pups will go for $1000 each. A 
great looking rare breed dog that 
can pass a Master hunt tests are rare. 
And litters like this don’t come by 
very often. 

Get a hold of Rosemary if you 
are interested her number is 763-
389-9111 she’s good people. And has 
an incredible house that looks like 
something out of Lord Of the Rings 
or Hansel & Gretel.

Dennis Guldan hails from New 
Brighton, MN


