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to have a copy e-mailed to you, 
please contact working group 
facilitator, Wendy Green-Lowe, at 
208-523-6668.

Instructions for submitting pub-
lic comments by mail, phone, or 
fax are found can be found on the 
front page of the working group’s 
conservation plan or by contact-
ing Wendy Green-Lowe directly. 
Public comments are due by No-
vember 8.

The East Idaho Uplands Sage-
grouse Local Working Group 
Sage-grouse Conservation Plan 
has been in development since the 
inception of the working group in 
2007 and has been reviewed by lo-
cal, state and federal agencies.

Once public comments have 
been considered and this plan has 
been finalized, it will be included 
as an appendix in the statewide 
sage grouse conservation plan 
developed by the Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. This plan 
will be a “working document” 
and the local group may make 
changes in the future as local and 
regional conditions change and 
new information, technology and 
techniques become available.

All meetings of the local work-
ing group are open to public. If 
you are interested in attending 
the next meeting or becoming a 
member, please contact Wendy 
Green-Lowe at 208- 523-6668, the 
Fish and Game office in Pocatello 
at 208-232-4703, or the Fish and 
Game office in Idaho Falls at 525-
7290.

IllInoIs
IDnR ExtEnDs Con-
tRollED PhEasant 

huntIng at IRo-
quoIs County Ca, 
InCREasEs huntER 

quota at JIm ED-
gaR PanthER CREEk 

sFWa 
 The Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources (IDNR) today 
announced that the controlled 
pheasant hunting season has been 
extended at the Iroquois County 
Conservation Area and hunter 
quotas have been increased at the 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek State Fish 
and Wildlife Area. 

The pheasant season previ-
ously scheduled to conclude on 
December 19, 2010 at Iroquois 
County Conservation Area will 
now continue through Sunday, 
December 26. The site will be 
closed on Christmas Day. The 
Iroquois County Conservation 
Area is located eight miles south-
southeast of St. Anne. 

At Jim Edgar Panther Creek, the 
hunter quota for the remainder of 
the hunting season has been in-
creased from the typical 55 hunters 
per day to 70 hunters per day. Jim 
Edgar Panther Creek is located in 
Cass County, 11 miles northwest 
of Ashland. 

The season extension and hunter 
quota increase at these sites are 
possible because the IDNR Wild-
life Propagation Centers had a 
better than expected pheasant 
production season. 

 Hunters are encouraged to use 
the online Controlled Pheasant 
Hunting Reservation System at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov to 
secure permits for these additional 
hunting opportunities. Reserved 

permits ensure hunters will have 
the opportunity to hunt. Standby 
permits are also available at each 
site, although standby hunting op-
portunities may be limited. 

To access the reservation system: 
Click on the “Hunting” icon on 
the IDNR Home Page; Then click 
on “Upland/Small Game Hunt-
ing;” Then click on “Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting Areas Permit 
Reservation System.” Hunters are 
reminded that the daily permit 
fee for the controlled pheasant 
program

 is $25 for resident hunters and 
$35 for nonresident hunters. The 
daily permit fee applies to each 
hunter. Daily permit fees are col-
lected at the site hunter check sta-
tion on the hunt date. 

Hunters need to be prepared to 
pay permit fees with cash. IDNR-
operated sites do not accept checks 
and are unable to accept credit 
or debit cards. Hunters without 
computers are encouraged to gain 
access to the controlled pheasant 
hunting online reservation system 
by checking with family or friends 
who have computers with internet 
access or by using a computer at 
their local public library. Complet-
ing a permit reservation online 
takes less than five minutes. 

For complete details, check the 
controlled pheasant hunting web-
site at http://www.dnr.illinois.
gov. 
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IoWa
BuRlIngton man 

FaCEs ChaRgEs FoR 
allEgEDly shoot-

Ing sWans
 A Burlington man faces numer-

ous charges after allegedly shoot-
ing a pair of swans.

Ryan Standard, 39, was charged 
for allegedly killing the Trumpeter 
swans at the Green Bay Bottoms 
area in northern Lee County in late 
December. The charges resulted 
from a call through the Turn In 
Poachers (TIP) hotline.

Standard faces two counts of 
unlawful taking of wildlife, one 
count of not having a hunting 
license, one count of not having a 
habitat stamp, one charge of not 
having a federal migratory bird 
stamp and one count of not hav-
ing a state migratory bird stamp. 
The case is still under investiga-
tion and additional charges may 
be filed.

huntER InJuRED 
aFtER shotgun DIs-
ChaRgEs Into Foot
 A Mingo man was injured late 

Sunday afternoon when a shotgun 
he was handling discharged into 
his foot.

Orville W. Morton, Sr., 67, of 
Mingo, was hunting deer south-
east of Milo in Warren County 
shortly before 5 p.m. when the 
shotgun he was handling fired 
striking him in the foot.

Morton was taken to Methodist 
Medical Center in Des Moines.

The incident remains under 
investigation by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

huntER InJuRED 
WhIlE PhEasant 

huntIng In ClaRkE 
County

James Wrage, 42, of Clive, was 
injured by a shotgun wound 
Sunday afternoon while hunting 
pheasants south of Osceola.

Wrage was struck when two 
hunters shot at a pheasant, striking 
him in the leg at approximately 3 
pm.

Wrage was taken to Clarke Coun-
ty Hospital in Osceola and later 
transferred to Methodist Medical 
Center in Des Moines with what is 
believed to be a non-life threaten-
ing injury.

The incident remains under 
investigation by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

JanuaRy maRks thE 
BEgInnIng oF thE 
EnD oF huntIng 

sEasons
Iowa’s hunting seasons are com-

ing to an end. The pheasant sea-
son, fall turkey season and the 
bow and late muzzleloader deer 
season all close on Jan. 10.

“We tend to focus on the open-
ing day and weekend, but the end 
of the season can be just as good, 
with less competition for ground 
to hunt,” said Dale Garner, chief 
of the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources Wildlife Bureau. 
“Hunting areas with cover or 
food sources can be really good 
because they are concentrated in 
these places.”

Hunting seasons for quail, par-
tridge, squirrel, raccoon, opossum, 
fox and ruffed grouse close on Jan. 
31. The trapping season for coyote, 
mink, muskrat, weasel, striped 
skunk, badger, opossum, fox and 

raccoon end on Jan. 31. Rabbit 
hunting season ends on Feb. 28.

Not all hunting seasons are clos-
ing. The January antlerless deer 
season opens on Jan. 11 and runs 
through Jan. 30.

Hunters and anglers are re-
minded to purchase their 2011 
licenses as the 2010 licenses expire 
on Jan. 10.

kansas
latE-sEason hunt-
Ing: thE BEst Is yEt 

to ComE goosE 
huntIng

Excellent waterfowl, small game, 
upland game, more await winter 
hunters

 Upland bird and waterfowl sea-
sons have been open for more than 
two months, but there’s still time 
for quality hunts. Quail, pheasant, 
prairie chicken (Northwest and 
East units), and fall turkey seasons 
are open through Jan. 31, and rab-
bit and squirrel seasons provide 
additional opportunities for the 
avid hunter.

Late-season hunting is a great 
time to go afield; hunting spots 
are uncrowded, and weather may 
cause birds to hold in heavier 
cover, making dogs a real asset. 
In most areas, crops have been 
cut, concentrating birds in draws 
and thick grass, such as CRP. Late-
migrating geese and ducks, espe-
cially mallards, are often abundant 
where open water can be found. 
And as hunting pressure eases, 
private landowners are often more 
receptive to hunters looking for 
new places to pursue game.

Heavy pressure can make public 
hunting areas less desirable than 
private land in early seasons, but 
public areas may provide better 
hunting in late season. Wildlife 
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management practices on public 
lands usually provide excellent 
cover and food supplies, making 
them good late-season options as 
hunting pressure decreases.

Hunters looking for a place to 
stay can rent one of more than 90 
cabins at state parks and wildlife 
areas across the state. Most cabins 
are open year-round and provide 
a range of amenities, many with 
full bathrooms and kitchens. Click 
“Cabin Reservations” in the upper 
right-hand corner of the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
website, www.kdwp.state.ks.us, 
for more information.

A number of opportunities await 
hunters this winter. Those seasons 
still open or opening soon include 
the following:

 * ducks High Plains Zone (west 
of U.S. 283) — Jan. 22-30;

 * ducks Late Zone — Jan. 22-
30;

 * Canada geese (including Brant) 
— through Feb. 13;

 * white-fronted geese — Feb. 
5-13;

 * light geese — through Feb. 
13;

 * Light Goose Conservation Or-
der — Feb. 14-April 30;

 * pheasant and quail — through 
Jan. 31;

 * prairie chicken (Northwest and 
East units) — through Jan. 31;

 * fall turkey — through Jan. 31;
 * exotic dove (Eurasian collared 

and ringed turtle) — through Feb. 
28;

 * squirrel — through Feb. 28;
 * rabbit — year-round;
 * extended archery antlerless 

only whitetail deer (management 
Unit 19 only) — through Jan. 31;

 * coyote — year-round;

 * furbearer hunting and trapping 
— through Feb. 15; and

 * beaver trapping — through 
March 31.

Sometimes the best things are 
saved for last. This winter, make it 
so with a late-season Kansas hunt. 
For detailed information, consult 
the Kansas Hunting & Furhar-
vesting Regulations Summary, 
available at most license vendors, 
Kansas Department of Wildlife 
and Parks offices, or online at 
www.kdwp.state.ks.us.

youth WatERFoWl 
hunts sChEDulED 
FoR mEaDE statE 

PaRk
Four January events planned; 

Dec. 31 application deadline
MEADE — In January, Lake 

Meade State Park and the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
will host four youth waterfowl 
hunts. Hunts will take place on 
a Saturday and will begin in the 
early morning. All participants 
will be required to attend a pre-
hunt meeting.

Youth ages 8 through 15 are eligi-
ble for this hunt, which is designed 
to introduce waterfowl hunting 
to new or inexperienced hunters. 
KDWP employees will be on hand 
to assist in each hunt, which will 
include as few as two hunters. 
Previous hunting experience is not 
required, and arrangements will 
be provided to applicants who do 
not have access to their own equip-
ment. An adult parent or guardian 
will be required to attend, but the 
adult may not hunt.

To participate, submit a 4-inch 
by 6-inch card with the name 
of youth, the name of parent or 
guardian attending, address, and 
phone number to Meade State 
Park, 13051 V Rd., Meade, KS 

67864. All Applications must be 
post marked by Dec. 31. For more 
information, phone the Meade 
State Park Office at 620-873-2572 (8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday).

louIsIana 
thREE louIsIana 

mEn PlEaD guIlty 
In FEDERal CouRt

Three Louisiana men pled guilty 
on Jan. 6 in U.S. Magistrate Court 
in Alexandria for violating the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Judge James D. Kirk accepted the 
guilty pleas from Larry H. Floyd, 
54, and Randy N. Mathews, 56, 
both of Pineville, along with Kent 
D. Bryant, 69, of Deville. Each 
man pled guilty to one count of 
violating the Lacey Act for their 
involvement with the illegal sale 
and transport of ducks that were 
taken, possessed, transported and 
sold in violation of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act.

Mathews was sentenced to pay 
a fine of $5,000, serve five years 
of unsupervised probation and 
had his hunting privileges sus-
pended for five years. Bryant was 
sentenced to pay a fine of $3,000, 
placed on unsupervised probation 
for three years and had his hunt-
ing privileges suspended for three 
years. Floyd was sentenced to pay 
a fine of $1,000, placed on unsu-
pervised probation for one year 
and had his hunting privileges 
were suspended for one year.

The guilty pleas stem from a 
covert investigation, which was 
initiated by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) in 2007, 
of Mathews and his guide service. 
Further charges are pending as a 
result of the investigation.

Louisiana Department of Wild-
life and Fisheries Enforcement 
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Division agents Lt. Eric Stokes and 
Sgt. Marcus Constance assisted 
USFWS special agents in the case. 
U.S. Assistant District Attorney 
Nicole Snyder prosecuted the 
case.

For more information, contact 
Adam Einck at 225-765-2465 or 
aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

mInnEsota
mInnEsota tRum-

PEtER sWan PoPula-
tIon toPs 5,500

A statewide aerial survey con-
ducted Jan. 5 - 8 revealed that the 
population of trumpeter swans in 
Minnesota has more than doubled 
in the last five years, according 
Larry Gillette, wildlife manager 
for Three Rivers Park District, 
which organized the survey.

The survey was coordinated by 
Three Rivers Park District in con-
junction with Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Nongame Wildlife Program and 
The Trumpeter Swan Society. It is 
conducted every five years as part 
of a U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) effort to de-
termine the number 
of trumpeter swans 
in North America. 
The funding for the 
aerial portion of the 
survey was provided 
by USFWS.

“The results are ac-
tually higher than 
a lmost  everyone 
expected,” said Gil-
lette. “Conditions 
were ideal for the 
survey this winter, 
because deep snow 
kept swans out of ag-
ricultural fields where they would 
be hard to see, and cold weather 

reduced the number of areas with 
open water.”

The final count in Minnesota was 
5,362 trumpeter swans found at 
20 locations in 14 counties. In ad-
dition, some trumpeters that nest 
in Minnesota migrate to Iowa, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Illinois, Okla-
homa and Kansas for the winter. 
The estimate is that around 600 
trumpeters migrate from Min-
nesota. Adding these migrant 
swans to the number counted in 
Minnesota adds up to almost 6,000 
birds.

However, some Minnesota swans 
have spilled over the border and 
are now nesting in the Kenora 
District of western Ontario. These 
birds migrate back to Minnesota 
for the winter and are counted in 
the survey. Therefore, the actual 
number of trumpeter swans pres-
ent in Minnesota in September, 
2010 is estimated at 5,500. The 
population estimate in 2005 was 
slightly more than 2,000 trumpet-
ers, so the population has been 
growing at more than 20 percent 
per year.

Trumpeter swans are the largest 
North American waterfowl. They 

once nested across Minnesota but 
were hunted to extinction in Min-

nesota for their meat and feathers 
by the 1880s. In 1979, Three Riv-
ers Park District (then Hennepin 
County Park Reserve District) 
began releasing trumpeter swans 
in park reserves just west of Min-
neapolis in the first effort to restore 
this species to Minnesota.

The DNR Nongame Wildlife Pro-
gram joined the restoration effort 
in the mid-1980s. DNR biologists 
collected eggs in Alaska, raised the 
chicks in captivity and released 
the swans at two years of age in 
western Minnesota. This joint 
effort resulted in a spectacular 
wildlife restoration success story. 
Trumpeter swans now nest across 
almost all of Minnesota and have 
expanded their range northward 
into western Ontario, Canada.

huntER saFEty In-
stRuCtoRs/mEn-
toRs nEEDED FoR 
nExt gEnERatIon 

oF huntERs
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) is look-
ing for people who would like 

to pass on to oth-
ers their passion for 
hunting by serving 
as volunteer instruc-
tor/mentors for the 
DNR’s  F irearms 
Safety Hunter Edu-
cation Program.

The goal is to have 
10 instructors/men-
tors in every com-
munity across the 
state.

“You can make an 
amazing difference 
in the lives of young 
people by volunteer-

ing to serve,” said Capt. Mike 
Hammer, DNR Enforcement Edu-
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cation Program coordinator. “And 
don’t be concerned if you don’t 
have any experience teaching 
young people. We’ll teach you 
everything you need to know to be 
a good instructor/mentor.”

Instructors/mentors work with 
a group of three or four students 
ages 11 and older during a 5-6 hour 
Range and Field Day. The field day 
allows the youth to complete their 
certification process after taking 
the HunterExam online course.

“Volunteers facilitate, mentor 
and evaluate students as they com-
plete the scenario-based ‘Hunters 
Trail’ course,” Hammer said.

Activities on the Hunters Trail 
include outdoor survival, shoot/
don’t shoot, tree stand safety, 
firearms transportation, common 
action types, blaze orange, big 
game, small game and turkey 
hunting. Instructors must either 
join an existing training team or 
find a suitable site that includes 
a range, a classroom, and ample 
outdoor space to create a Hunters 
Trail. They can collect a fee from 
students to defray any costs.

Instructor/mentor requirements 
include an understanding of the 
basic principles of mentorship; of 
facilitating scenarios; of various 
types of hunting activities; and of 
the principles of safe, responsible 
and ethical hunting.

Applicants must be 18 years 
or older and pass a background 
check. They must also complete 
the instructor prerequisites listed 
on the DNR website along with ad-
ditional All Day Range and Field 
Day training by a DNR trainer 
and receive instructor certification. 
Range and Field Days are usually 
held on Saturdays and vary de-
pending on the time of year.

For more information, contact the 
DNR Enforcement Education Pro-
gram Staff at Camp Ripley,15011 

Highway 115, Little Falls, MN 
56345. Call 800-366-8917, or e-mail 
enforcement.education@state.
mn.us

DavE sChaD namED 
DnR DEPuty Com-

mIssIonER
A veteran natural resource pro-

fessional has been promoted to 
deputy commissioner of the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) by new DNR 
Commissioner Tom Landwehr.

Dave Schad, 53, has served in the 
DNR since his student worker days 
in 1981, most recently as director 
of the agency’s Fish and Wildlife 
Division. Previously he was the 
agency’s Wildlife Section chief; he 
has also served as wildlife opera-
tions manager, regional wildlife 
manager, area wildlife supervisor, 
and statewide wetland wildlife 
coordinator and statewide forest 
wildlife program coordinator.

Dave Schad
“Dave’s career path has always 

angled 
up due 
t o  h i s 
d e p t h 
o f 
knowl-
e d g e , 
breadth 
of man-
agerial 
s k i l l s , 
a n d 
history 
of good 
j u d g -
m e n t 
on com-
plex is-
s u e s , ” 
s a i d 

Landwehr. “Hunters, anglers 
and all who care about natural 
resources should be pleased by 
this appointment.”

Landwehr said he’s known 
Schad since they both attended the 
University of Minnesota, where 
Schad earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Wildlife Management. 
“We intend to work with the en-
tire DNR team and the citizens 
of Minnesota for the long-term 
benefit of our natural resources,” 
said Landwehr.

In addition to his work in Min-
nesota, Schad serves on several na-
tional committees for the national 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies as well as the Midwest 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies.

“I’m honored to have been select-
ed for this position,” said Schad. 
“I look forward to helping deliver 
what citizens expect - clean water, 
healthy forests, outstanding recre-
ational opportunities, and strong 
economies from the prudent use 
of our natural resources.”
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Schad replaces Laurie Martinson, 
who was named deputy commis-
sioner by former Commissioner 
Mark Holsten in 2007. Martinson’s 
role and responsibilities, as well 
as those of other commissioner’s 
office staff, will remain largely 
unchanged during an upcoming 
transition period, said Schad.

Schad and his wife, Carol, live 
in White Bear Lake. Schad is an 
avid hunter, angler, camper and 
bicyclist.

There is no word yet on Schad’s 
replacement; however Deputy 
Fish and Wildlife Division Direc-
tor Ed Boggess will serve as acting 
director during the interim.

DnR PREPaRIng 
Plan FoR FEDERal 

lanDs In BEltRamI 
IslanD aREa

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), in con-
junction with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, is starting on 
a Comprehensive Conservation 
Management Plan (CCMP) for 
more than 82,000 acres of federal 
land that the state of Minnesota 
leases in the Beltrami Island State 
Forest and Red Lake Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA).

These lands, known as Land Uti-
lization Project (LUP) lands, were 
designated as the Beltrami Wild-
life Management Area (WMA) 
by Executive Order by President 
Franklin Roosevelt in 1942. The 
order designates the area “as a 
refuge and breeding ground for 
native birds and other wildlife and 
for research relating to wildlife 
and associated forest resources.”

These lands contain upland co-
nifer forests, northern hardwood 
forests, lowland conifer forests, 
and wetlands, bogs and brush-
lands. Important wildlife species 

include moose, white-tailed deer, 
wolf, ruffed and spruce grouse, 
short-eared owls, other irruptive 
northern forest owls, yellow rails 
and sandhill cranes.

The LUP lands consist of widely 
scattered parcels embedded in sev-
eral DNR conservation land units. 
Most are in the Beltrami Island 
State Forest and Red Lake WMA, 
but some are in Hayes Lake State 
Park and three peatland scientific 
and natural areas (SNAs).

The scattered nature of the par-
cels among DNR conservation 
units poses some management 
challenges, as each DNR unit has 
a different mission. In addition, 
many of the LUP parcels are isolat-
ed and unmarked, which creates 
challenges for managing the pub-
lic use on these lands differently 
than adjacent land parcels.

However, the goals of this plan-
ning effort are to improve the man-
agement of these and other state 
lands by identifying species of 
particular concern, deciding how 
forests and wetlands on the LUP 
lands should be managed, and 
setting a vision for land consoli-
dation through land exchanges, 
said Gretchen Mehmel, manager, 
Red Lake WMA. Mehmel oversees 
management of the LUP lands for 
the state.

The planning process will be-
gin with scoping Jan. 11 through 
March 2. The public will have an 
opportunity to provide input on 
how these lands are being used 
and how they should be managed 
in the future.

The process will include three 
public open houses:

 * Jan. 26, 6-8 pm, Lake-of-the-
Woods County Courthouse, Bau-
dette

 * Jan. 27, 6-8 pm, Warroad Com-
munity Center

 * Feb. 2, 4-8 pm, REI, Bloom-
ington

People have several options for 
commenting:

 * Fill out a combination ques-
tionnaire/comment form at the 
open houses

 * Download the form from the 
website at www.beltramiisland.
info

 * Send a letter to Mike North, 
DNR, 1601 Minnesota Drive, 
Brainerd, MN 56401

 * Send an e-mail to michael.
north@state.mn.us. 

The second phase of planning 
will include focus groups to look 
more closely at cover habitat man-
agement, wildlife management, 
public uses, and land manage-
ment/land exchanges.

After the focus group process is 
complete, a draft plan with alter-
native management scenarios will 
be developed. The draft plan and 
an accompanying environmental 
assessment are targeted for public 
release and review next December 
or January, with a final plan likely 
completed by June 2012.

Citizens can participate n the 
focus groups and find out more 
information by contacting Michael 
North, project consultant, at 218-
833-8623, at michael.north@state.
mn.us or by visiting the project 
website at www.beltramiisland.
info.

DnR sEEks Com-
mEnt on huntIng 

RulEs
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) is ac-
cepting comments through Feb. 
28, on proposed changes and ad-
ditions to various hunting-related 
rules.
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The proposals cover a variety 
of subjects including wildlife 
management areas, game refuges 
furbearer hunting, turkey hunt-
ing, waterfowl hunting and minor 
changes to habitat stamp contest 
judging rules.

“Many of the rule changes in-
cluded in this package have been 
discussed and supported at past 
public input meetings and are 
currently in effect as temporary 
rules,” said Jason Abraham, DNR 
season setting specialist. “In this 
process we’re making these rules 
permanent and we’re encouraging 
anyone with an interest in wildlife 
to comment.”

Provisions being proposed in this 
rule package include:

 * Modify various special provi-
sions for wildlife management 
areas and state game, goose and 
waterfowl refuges.

 * Modifying season for hunting 
and trapping raccoon, fox, badger 
and opossum.

 * Clarify snaring provisions.
 * Modify provisions for trans-

porting and possessing incidental-
ly taken fisher, otter, pine marten 
or bobcat.

 * Establish a 30-day fall turkey 
season and modify requirements 
for muzzleloaders used in turkey 
hunting.

 * Modify goose zones, season 
dates and provisions for hunting 
on refuges to reflect a lengthened 
Canada goose season and the 
elimination of the late Canada 
goose season.

 * Modify application procedures, 
reproduction rights, design stan-
dards and judging requirements 
for pictorial stamp contests.

The DNR will accept written 
comments supporting or oppos-
ing the rule changes through 4:30 

p.m. on Feb. 28. Comments may 
be submitted to: Jason Abraham, 
Box 20 Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette 
Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4020 or 
by e-mail at Jason.Abraham@dnr.
state.mn.us.

DnR aIms to Boost 
WatERFoWl PoPu-
latIons thRough 
nEW aPPRoaChEs

Two new tactics to add more 
ducks to Minnesota’s skies were 
the focus of a signing ceremony 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, attended by 
leaders of Ducks Unlimited, the 
Minnesota Waterfowl Association 
and other conservation organiza-
tions.

The gathering, convened by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), celebrated the 
formal signing of the state’s first-
ever shallow lakes plan and the 
publication of new state guidelines 
for creating and managing tempo-
rary wetlands.

“Hunters want more ducks. We 
do, too,” said Mark Holsten, DNR 
commissioner. “To make this hap-
pen, we are refocusing our sights 
on existing public ownership. Our 
goal is to improve what we have 
and create what we don’t.”

Holsten said the agency will 
accomplish the latter by increas-
ing agency emphasis on building 
very shallow, food-filled seasonal 
wetlands on state-owned Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs). The 
building and managing of sea-
sonal wetlands is called moist soil 
management. These temporary 
wetlands can be powerful magnets 
for attracting migrating ducks in 
spring and fall and provide critical 
food resources for both ducks as 
well as shorebirds.

These two strategies will compli-
ment the agency’s other pillars of 
waterfowl management, which 
are providing refuge and feeding 
areas and creating multi-square 
mile complexes of grassland and 
water.

“The agency’s focus on more 
aggressively and intensively man-
aging what we own is the right 
move for the times,” Holsten said. 
“We’ve spent decades building 
our WMA habitat base. Now we 
need to reinvest in making it the 
best.”

Waterfowl leaders at Tuesday’s 
ceremony supported the agency’s 
shift in direction.

“We like it,” said Ryan Heini-
ger, Ducks Unlimited director of 
conservation programs in Min-
nesota and Iowa. “Shallow lakes 
are the cornerstone of Minnesota’s 
remaining habitat. Improving 
these basins meets the goals of the 
DNR’s duck recovery plan and 
our Living Lakes conservation 
initiative.”

“Our organization was founded 
on the importance of shallow lakes 
to Minnesota waterfowl,” said 
Brad Nylin, executive director of 
the Minnesota Waterfowl Associa-
tion. “It makes sense to maximize 
the potential of these assets.”

The DNR’s new shallow lakes 
plan is a 53-page blueprint for 
rebuilding waterfowl populations 
by focusing on managing 1,800 of 
Minnesota’s shallow lakes. The 
plan’s primary objectives are to:

 * Assess the habitat quality of 
Minnesota’s shallow lakes so man-
agement and protection efforts can 
be prioritized;

 * Maximize waterfowl habitat 
efforts on all 200 shallow lakes that 
are currently Designated Wildlife 
Lakes or located completely with-
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in DNR or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) ownership;

 * Maximize waterfowl habitat on 
1,553 shallow lakes that abut fed-
eral, state or county ownership;

 * Increase wildlife management 
on 201 shallow lakes with public 
access sites but no adjacent public 
land, especially those already des-
ignated as Migratory Waterfowl 
Feeding and Resting Areas; and

 * Increase awareness and protec-
tion of lakes that contain natural 
stands of wild rice, an important 
waterfowl food.

The DNR’s new moist soil man-
agement guide is a 60-page docu-
ment that details how to create 
and manage temporary wetlands 
that mimic naturally occurring 
seasonal wetlands. This document 
will accelerate the DNR’s ability to 
design, fund and construct moist-
soil units similar to those on the 
Thief Lake, Roseau River, Teal 
Lake and Lac Qui Parle wildlife 
management areas. It also will be a 
tool that other waterfowl-minded 
organizations can use.

Dave Schad, DNR Fish and 
Wildlife division director, said the 
moist soil guide will be a valuable 
resource inside and outside the 
agency.

“It’s a cookbook for how to cre-
ate temporary wetlands by ma-
nipulating water by the inch rather 
than the foot,” Schad said. “We 
have trained our staff on these new 
guidelines. We’re looking forward 
to getting projects on the ground 
this spring and summer.”

The shallow lakes plan signing 
ceremony was conducted in Min-
neapolis as part of the 71st Mid-
west Fish and Wildlife Association 
annual meeting.

DnR RElEasEs stRa-
tEgIC ConsERva-

tIon agEnDa 2009-
2013

A new plan, which sets strategic 
direction for natural resources and 
measures conservation results, 
has just been released by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

The DNR “Strategic Conserva-
tion Agenda 2009-2013, Part II: 
Performance and Accountability 
Report” clearly explains the role 
natural resources play in the 
state’s quality of life and economic 
prosperity. The agenda provides a 
framework for responding to Min-
nesota’s conservation challenges.

The Agenda, a companion piece 
to Part I issued in 2009, uses 83 
measurable indicators and targets 
to summarize natural resource 
conditions, DNR management 
activities, and results that the DNR 
strives to accomplish.

While Part I described the three 
driving trends that shape the 
state’s natural resources and de-
fined a core set of strategies to 
address these challenges in an 
integrated and comprehensive 
way, Part II tracks progress toward 
those conservation goals with se-
lect indicators.

A special section on natural re-
sources and economic prosperity 
introduces the key performance 
indicators. They are organized 
under five themes: waters and wa-
tersheds, natural lands, fisheries 
and wildlife, outdoor recreation, 
and organization effectiveness.

Examples of indicators include:
 * Aquatic invasive species: Num-

ber of water bodies infested with 
Eurasian watermilfoil and zebra 
mussels.

 * Forest conservation easements: 
Acres of permanent forest conser-
vation easements

 * Ruffed grouse: Ruffed grouse 
harvest levels.

 * State park visitation: Number 
of visitors and overnight guests at 
state parks and recreation areas.

 * Renewable energy use and 
carbon emissions: Percent renew-
able energy used at DNR facilities; 
carbon emissions from DNR facili-
ties and fleet.

“Minnesotans care deeply about 
their natural resources, as evi-
denced by the passage of the 
2008 Legacy Amendment,” said 
DNR Commissioner Mark Hol-
sten. “These reports detail how 
we have developed conservation 
strategies, and even reinvented the 
department, to achieve significant 
results.”

mIssIssIPPI
mDWFP BIologIsts 
Fly aERIal WatER-
FoWl suRvEys In 

thE mIssIssIPPI DEl-
ta FRom novEmBER 

to JanuaRy. 
Surveys are typically conducted 

four times a year along randomly 
selected transects. As we fly along 
the east-west transects, we count 
all of the ducks within a 250-me-
ter strip. Each group of ducks is 
recorded with a Global Position-
ing System (GPS) to generate 
the maps below. We then use the 
total number of ducks counted 
along the transects to calculate 
an estimate of all of the ducks 
in the Mississippi Delta . While 
not a complete count of all wa-
terfowl, these estimates provide 
an accurate index of waterfowl 
abundance throughout the Delta. 
For more information on how the 
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survey method was developed, 
please click here. This information 
is regularly used by both MDWFP 
and hunters to identify key wet-
land areas for waterfowl and to 
track responses of waterfowl to 
changes in weather and habitat. 
In fact, the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission adopted this 
survey method in 2009, and adop-
tion by Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in 2010 will 
help biologists and hunters better 
understand waterfowl migration 
throughout the lower Mississippi 
Flyway. 

Reports can be found at:
http://home.mdwfp.com/wild-

life/species/waterfowl/info.
aspx?id=327

mIssouRI
WatERFoWl REgula-

tIon WoRkshoPs 
sEt FoR maRCh, 

aPRIl
JEFFERSON CITY—The Missouri 

Department of Conservation plans 
to hold workshops statewide to 
gather hunters’ ideas about the 
timing of duck season and where 
waterfowl hunting zone boundar-
ies should be located.

Because ducks and other wa-
terfowl migrate across state and 
international boundaries, ultimate 
responsibility for their manage-
ment rests with federal officials. 
Each year, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service establishes frame-
works for season length and bag 
limits. Waterfowl population sur-
veys provide the basis for setting 
frameworks that are either liberal, 
moderate or restrictive. States set 
their regulations within the federal 
frameworks.

Every five years, states have 
the opportunity to adjust exist-
ing duck zones or consider fewer 

zones with a split in each zone 
where a break occurs at some 
point during the season. These 
decisions are based on previous 
years’ experience and on hunters 
preferences.

This year, MDC will consid-
er duck season dates and zone 
boundaries for the 2011 through 
2015 hunting seasons. The agency 
has scheduled 15 workshops 
around the state in March and 
April to learn how hunters feel 
about duck season dates and hunt-
ing zones that have been in place 
for the past five years and what 
they would like to see for the next 
five years.

Duck Season Dates and Zone 
Boundaries Workshops will be 
held from 7 to 9 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates and locations. Ad-
ditional details are available by 
calling the number listed for each 
workshop.

• Columbia: March 7 at the 
Boone Electric Cooperative, 1413 
Rangeline St., 573-882-8388.

• St. Charles: March 10 at Steg-
ton Regency Banquet Center, 1450 
Wall St., 636-441-4554. (Preregis-
tration is required.)

• St. Joseph: March 14 at MDC 
Northwest Regional Office, 701 
James McCarthy Drive, 816-271-
3100.

• Blue Springs: March 15 at Burr 
Oak Woods Conservation Nature 
Center, 1401 NW Park Road, 816-
655-6250.

• Jackson: March 22 at Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 3305 N. High 
(also known as Hwy 61 between 
Jackson and Fruitland), 573-290-
5730.

• Dexter: March 23 at the Na-
tional Guard Armory, Hwy 114 
East near airport, 573-290- 5730.

• Kennett: March 24 at the Justice 
Center, corner of the North Bypass 

(also called Ely) and Floyd St., 573-
290-5730.

• Joplin: March 28 at the Wild-
cat Glade Conservation Area and 
Audubon Center, 201 W. Riviera 
Drive, 417-895-6880.

• Springfield: March 29 at the 
Springfield Conservation Nature 
Center, 4600 S. Chrisman, 417-
895-6880.

• Nevada: March 30 at the Ver-
non County/Nevada Community 
Center, 200 N. Ash Street, 417-876-
5226.

• Clinton: March 31 at the Clin-
ton Christian Church, 1201 E. Ohio 
St., 660-885-6981.

• Mound City: April 4 at Squaw 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge 
headquarters, 5 miles south of 
Mound City, just off Interstate 29. 
Take exit 79 and drive 3 miles west 
on Hwy 159, 816-271-3100.

• Chillicothe: April 5 at Grand 
River Inn, 606 W. Business 36, 
816-271-3100.

• Kirksville: April 6 at the MDC 
Northeast Regional Office, 3500 S. 
Baltimore, 660-785-2420.

• Hannibal: April 7 at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus 
Road, 573-248-2530.

montana
hEavy snoW & ColD 

ImPaCts WIlDlIFE 
PoPulatIons

 It’s been a tough winter so far 
and the calendar suggests we still 
have several months ahead of us. 
Typically late winter and early 
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spring months can continue to 
produce heavy snow fall.

 Especially hard hit are resident 
wildlife populations, such as, an-
telope, mule deer, pheasants, tur-
key’s and Hungarian partridge. 

 The National Weather Service 
in Glasgow, MT. has reported 
Wibaux has accumulated 39.9 
inches of snow, Glendive 26.2, 
Bloomfield 38.0 and Sidney 42 
inches. Accumulation in south-
eastern Montana is above normal 
and snow is predicted to continue 
to move into the region.

 During the previous several 
years’ winter conditions have been 
comparably mild resulting in very 
limited mortality among resident 
wildlife populations. Populations 
responded with an increase in 
numbers that were consistently 
above the normal long term aver-
age. This population expansion 
provided FWP wildlife biologists 
an opportunity to increase and lib-
eralize hunting permit and license 
opportunities. Conversely, FWP 
biologists must respond to re-
duced population levels through a 
reduction, or perhaps elimination 
of some permit and license’s. FWP 
biologists must respond to current 
conditions, winter mortality, herd 
health and trend survey results.

 Impacts to upland game bird 
populations may be severe in 
some locations. Snow conditions 
restrict the bird’s ability to forage 
and prolonged cold begins to wear 
the bird’s resistance down. Cold 
increases the daily nutritional re-
quirements and over time it uses 
up the fat reserves the birds need 
to weather such harsh conditions. 
In most locations birds are con-
centrated around hay stacks, tree 
rows and farm yards. These loca-
tions can provide a food source for 
wildlife in harsh winter conditions 
but prolonged exposure to deep 

cold and snow may result in win-
ter mortality.

 Resident wildlife populations 
experienced a tough winter last 
year and so far this year snow 
and cold temperatures have been 
worse. FWP personnel are already 
seeing incidents of winter mortal-
ity. Surveys by wildlife biologists 
found antelope numbers to be 30 
– 40% below the long term average 
in the fall of 2010. Mule deer sur-
veys found the population to be 
12% below the long term average. 
It can reasonably be expected that 
future surveys will find reduced 
population numbers. Wildlife 
populations can be predicted to 
suffer winter mortality due to 
these severe winter conditions. 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks will com-
plete another sequence of surveys 
prior to setting 2011 hunting sea-
son quotas but it is reasonable to 
assume, if current conditions per-
sist that harvest quotas for mule 
deer does and antelope may have 
to be reduced.

 So far white-tail deer and elk 
populations seem to be weather-
ing the harsh winter conditions. 
The public needs to know that our 
sustained winter conditions are 
having impacts on our local wild-
life which may result in reduced 
hunter opportunity in the future.

thE huntER haR-
vEst suRvEy Is un-

DERWay
Now that hunting season is over, 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
is calling 160,000 hunters to gather 
harvest information on this year’s 
hunt.

The survey asks hunters three 
questions: which district did they 

hunt, how many days did they 
spend there and what did they 
harvest?

Wildlife managers call the re-
search vital to setting the next 
seasons hunting limit.

“The survey is also a useful tool 
to get other information,” said 
Keri Wash, FWP harvest survey 
coordinator. “We record reports 
of where and when people have 
seen wolves and it helps with the 
general wildlife distribution infor-
mation that we gather.”

The hunter harvest surveys will 
continue through March.

uPlanD gamE BIRD 
CounCIl to mEEt In 

hElEna
An advisory council working to 

develop recommendations on a 
plan to guide Montana’s upland 
game bird enhancement program 
will meet in Helena Jan. 11 - 12 
to review the final draft Upland 
Game Bird Enhancement Program 
strategic plan. The meeting will 
be held at the Hampton Inn, 725 
Carter Drive, beginning at 8 a.m.

“The 12-member Upland Game 
Bird Enhancement Program Coun-
cil has met since July 2009, and has 
worked diligently on recommen-
dations to improve the program,” 
said Debbie Hohler, Upland Game 
Bird Enhancement Program Co-
ordinator. The public is invited to 
attend the meeting and may pro


