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vert color. Confidence in 
the setter showed in the man’s 
steady but unrushed pace. The 
dog would be where the bell 
sounded last, at the point where 
he had made game.

The hunter worked up the 
slope, skirted the dense edge of 
berry brambles, and eased into 
the aspen clusters. He weaved 
between two Pines, then saw 
the setter’s tail arcing above a 
jumble of scrub growth. Three 
side steps revealed the dog 
locked up hard and staring, 
narrow-eyed, straight at the 
hunter, twenty yards away. 
That left the bird pinned in a 
sunny aspen glade-with no-
where to go but up-between 
himself and the bright image 
of the dog. “Perfect,” the man 
whispered. “Just perfect.”

 He took two steps forward, 
eyes focused above the setter, 
and the grouse flushed low 
and straight, just clearing the 
scrub growth. Not in front of 
the hunter, where it should 
have been but behind him 
from under one of the pines 
he had passed. And the savvy 
bird was gone, screened by the 
tree, before the pine duff settled 
beneath its explosive exit, be-
fore the hunter could turn and 
swing on the hint of departing 
shadow.

 A tap on the head released 
the setter. “Gone,” the man 
said a moment later, telling the 
dog what it already knew. He 
kneeled in the scrub and called 
the dog to him. “You were 
perfect,” he said, smiling wide 
at the setter and scratching a 

black ear. Then he laughed into 
the aspens, immensely pleased 
with both dog and bird. He 
offered a full hand salute and 
yelled down the flight line of 
the departed grouse, “Nice 
work. I’ll see you again.

 To be sure, ruffed grouse re-
quire thought. When we think 
that we have them, we usually 
don’t. When we think that a 
bird is ours for the shooting, it 
usually isn’t. Even the uncom-
monly fine work of a legitimate 
grouse dog guarantees nothing 
- at least nothing but opportu-
nity here and there. And that’s 
the way it should be with a bird 
that has transcended the realm 
of ordinary hunting.
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Industry News

Wasteful Humane 
Society of the United 
States Earns a Spot on 

Charity Watchdogs’ 
“Naughty” Lists

New Report Concludes 50 
Cents of Every Dollar Donated 
to HSUS is Swallowed Up by 
“Overhead” Expenses

Washington, DC – Today 
the nonprofit Center for Con-
sumer Freedom (CCF) pointed 
to the 2010 “Watchdog Report” 
from Animal People News, 
which determined the Humane 
Society of the United States 
(HSUS) spends 50 cents of ev-
ery donated dollar on contin-
ued fundraising and additional 
overhead costs. HSUS has a 
holiday fundraising goal of $1.2 
million, of which a staggering 
$600,000 will likely go to raise 
more money, pay lobbyists, 
and fund HSUS’s $11 million 

pension plan. HSUS’s skewed 
spending priorities leave count-
less shelters without funds in 
today’s tough economy.

Animal People News, the 
well-regarded newspaper of the 
animal rights movement, stud-
ied HSUS’s 2009 federal income 
tax return and determined 
that 50% of HSUS costs were 
“overhead,” not 29% as HSUS 
claims.  CCF’s own analysis of 
HSUS’s recent tax filings in-
dicates that HSUS shares less 
than one percent of the public’s 
contributions with America’s 
underfunded pet shelters.

“The holidays are all about 
giving but HSUS seems more 
interested in taking, keep-
ing, and wasting,” said David 
Martosko, CCF’s Director of 
Research. “Homeless dogs and 
cats deserve better. American’s 
should support their local hu-
mane societies which are far 

more efficient with each pre-
cious dollar.”

In addition to the Animal 
People News report, HSUS 
received a “D” rating in the 
American Institute of Philan-
thropy’s most recent quarterly 
“CharityWatch” guide. And 
Charity Navigator now gives 
HSUS one star (out of four) for 
organizational efficiency.

These near-failing grades 
are a consequence of HSUS’s 
factory-fundraising practices 
and incompetent nonprofit 
management. The Los Angeles 
Times reports that of the $8.6 
million HSUS raised through 
California telemarketing cam-
paigns between 1997 and 2006, 
only $976,000 made it to HSUS. 
And HSUS’s most recent tax 
return shows that the group 
spent an exorbitant $3,999 for 
each animal its “rescue opera-
tions” saved.

Martosko added, “Animal 
lovers need to know the differ-
ence between HSUS and real 
humane societies. The only way 
to be sure your donations will 
help homeless dogs and cats is 
to give to organizations in your 
own community.”

For more information or to 
arrange an interview, please 
visit www.HumaneWatch.
org or call Allison Miller at 
202.463.7112
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OLIN: 4Q AMMO 
SALES DOWN, BUT 

SECOND MOST 
PROFITABLE YEAR

Olin Corp. (NYSE:OLN), 
maker of Winchester ammu-
nition, reported that fourth-
quarter sales in its Winchester 
division were $112.7 million, 
down from to $126 million in 
the same period last year. The 
company said that commer-
cial sales declined compared 
to the fourth quarter of 2009. 
“Winchester’s fourth quarter 
earnings were $3.6 million and 
full year 2010 earnings were 
$63 million, which represented 
the second most profitable year 
in its history,” said Joseph D. 
Rupp, Olin chairman, president 
and CEO.

3Q FIREARMS AND 
AMMUNITION 

EXCISE TAX 
FIGURES RELEASED

The latest firearms and am-
munition excise tax collection 
report released by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury indicates 
that firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers reported tax li-
abilities of $104.32 million in the 
third calendar quarter of 2010, 
down 9.93 percent over the 
same period in 2009. The report, 
which covers the time period of 
July 1 through Sept. 30, shows 
that $25.7 million was due in 
taxes for pistols and revolv-
ers, $33.94 million for firearms 
(other)/long guns and $44.68 
million for ammunition (shells 
and cartridges). Compared to 

the same period in 2009, tax ob-
ligations were down 13.91 per-
cent for pistols and revolvers, 
down 8.48 percent for firearms 
(other)/long guns and down 
8.61 percent for ammunition 
(shells and cartridges).

INDUSTRY 
LEADERS WILL 

HEAD TO 
WASHINGTON IN 

APRIL 
Officials from NSSF and 

executives from the Founda-
tion’s Voting Member compa-
nies will travel to Washington, 
D.C., April 6-7 to meet with 
key lawmakers and help ad-
vance the industry’s federal 
legislative priorities. Building 
on the success of past Congres-
sional Fly-Ins, representatives 
from the industry will meet 
face-to-face with congressional 
leaders about their concerns. 
Participation in the Fly-In is 
a Voting Member benefit. All 
Voting Members are strongly 
encouraged to attend this key 
government relations effort. 
This year’s Fly-In will be held 
at the Hyatt Regency Wash-
ington on Capitol Hill. If you 
are interested in attending and 
receiving additional details as 
they become available, please 
contact mswarts@nssf.org.
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News From The AKC

The American Kennel 
Club’s Overall Entries 

Increase in 2010
 Records More Than 3 Million Entries

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) leapt over the 3 million 
entry mark in 2010, recording a total 
of more than 3,014,000 dog entries 
across all conformation, compan-
ion and performance events. The 
growth over the number of entries 
received in 2009 was sparked by the 
ever-growing interest in the sport of 
Agility, where entries increased by 
9%. The new “Grand Champion” 
title assisted shows by providing 
an increase of over 40,000 addi-
tional entries in Best of Breed. This 
equates to more than $1.2 million in 
additional entry fees to Conforma-
tion clubs.

“We were very proud to see the 
uptick in entries,” said Dennis B. 
Sprung, AKC’s President and CEO. 
“The increase is a promising step 
forward for our clubs in the face of 
a persistently challenging economy. 
We will continue to research ways 
to enhance the fun and value of 
competing in each of our sports.”

In addition, Sprung said, “We 
salute the finest Agility competitors 
in the nation who continue to set 
records; the entire AKC community 
appreciates their skills.”

The 2010 entry total includes 
entries from all-breed and specialty 
conformation shows, obedience, 
field trials, hunt tests, coonhound 
events, herding tests and trials, lure 
coursing, agility, earthdog, track-
ing and rally. 

Chairman’s Report
January 2011

For the first time in the 10-
year history of the AKC/Eu-
kanuba National Championship 
the broadcast of this prestigious 
event will be seen nationwide on 
network television. We are pleased 
to partner with the ABC Television 
Network on this important mile-
stone. All 167 AKC breeds will be 
showcased as they compete for 
top honors and $225,000 in prize 
money at the country’s only 100% 
invitational dog show. This year’s 
installment promises to be loaded 
with fun surprises as we unveil an 
invigorating new format to our 
televised audience.

Those of us in attendance in 
Long Beach, CA who watched Best 
in Show Judge Jean Fournier se-
lect the National Champion from 
more than 2,300 dogs enjoyed the 
suspense, the showmanship, and 
quality of all the entries. For those 
of you who didn’t catch the action 
live, be sure to watch the groups 
and BIS on Sunday afternoon, 
January 23. If you happen to be at 
a dog show that day, then don’t 
forget to set your DVR! 

Another exciting enhance-
ment to this year’s telecast is the 
addition of Todd Grisham, the 
lead broadcaster for World Wres-
tling Entertainment and Fox Soc-
cer Channel’s MLS package. He 
will handle commentary duties 
along with AKC’s Assistant Vice 
President Gina DiNardo who is 
returning for her second year as 
dog show analyst.

We’re pleased to welcome 

Todd with his trademark humor 
and enthusiasm. He has proven 
himself very popular with main-
stream sports fans, so we know 
the show’s commentary will be 
entertaining. As many of you 
know, DiNardo has had a life-long 
involvement with purebred dogs. 
She showed her first dog at age 
five and has more than 30 years 
experience in the sport of purebred 
dogs, primarily with Doberman 
Pinschers and also Great Danes, 
Bichon Frises, Boxers, Dachs-
hunds, Beagles, Whippets, Smooth 
Fox Terriers, Parson Russell Terri-
ers, Pugs, Norwich Terriers and 
Golden Retrievers.

The National Championship is 
our biggest public education op-
portunity with potentially millions 
of TV viewers watching. Dog lov-
ers can enjoy their favorite breeds 
and potential dog owners can get 
a first glimpse of the wonderful 
world of purebred dogs. Watch-
ing or attending a dog show is 
one of the best places to start the 
search for a purebred dog. It’s the 
beginning of the journey to decide 
which breed is the best fit for a 
particular lifestyle.

In order to maximize this 
educational opportunity we have 
asked our Best of Breed winners 
to alert their local media. Cheer-
ing on hometown favorites and 
our own breeds is a fun activity 
that you can share with other dog 
lovers in your community. Watch-
ing the National Championship 
on ABC can become a commu-
nity event with a little creativity. 
Perhaps a local library or com-
munity center would like to host 
a TV dog show party to watch the 
event. Your club’s Canine Ambas-
sador can bring along a live dog, 
breed poster, and other materials 
to answer questions and join the 
fun! What better way to not only 
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make a difference in your town 
but to help your club meet one of 
its educational eligibility require-
ments by hosting a TV dog show 
party. 

Whether you watch from your 
couch with your dogs or with a 
group of neighbors or children, 
please join us. Besides the canine 
competitors, we will also highlight 
some of our other programs such 
as Breeder of the Year, the AKC 
Humane Fund Awards for Canine 
Excellence winners, the top junior 
handlers in the nation and much 
more. You’ll be able to catch the 
show at 2 p.m. EST/PST and 1 
p.m. CST. Visit www.akc.org/
aenc for more information about 
the AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship.

Sincerely,
Ron Menaker
Chairman AKC

AKC Informational 
Update: Position 

Statement on 
Debarking

At the August Board meeting, 
the AKC Board of Directors ap-
proved an official canine legisla-
tion policy position statement on 
debarking.

Debarking is a viable veteri-
nary procedure that may allow a 
dog owner to keep a dog that 
barks excessively in its loving 
home rather than to be forced to 
surrender it to a shelter. Debark-
ing should only be performed by 
a qualified, licensed veterinarian 
after other behavioral modifica-
tion efforts to correct excessive 
barking have failed. As with other 
veterinary medical decisions, the 
decision to debark a dog is best 
left to individual owners and their 
veterinarians.

For more information, contact 
the AKC Government Relations 
Department at 919-816-3720 or 
doglaw@akc.org.

Informational 
Update: Federal 

PUPS Legislation 
Introduced

U.S. Senator Richard Durbin 
(D-Ill.) introduced US Senate bill S. 
3424 late Tuesday evening. The bill 
is designed to close the “internet 
loophole” in the Animal Welfare 
Act which allows breeders who 
sell numerous puppies over the 
internet or directly to the public 
to avoid the USDA regulation re-
quired of other breeder-retailers.

The measure, called the Puppy 
Uniform Protection and Safety Act 
(PUPS) is a complete revision of 
previous measures by the same 
name. This bill would require in-
dividuals who breed and sell more 
than 50 puppies a year over the 
internet or directly to the public to 
be regulated by the USDA.

The bill amends the Animal 
Welfare Act in the following spe-
cific way:  

1.         Defines anyone who 
breeds and sells more than 50 
puppies a year as a High Volume 
Breeder Retailer. High Volume 
Breeder Retailers would be re-
quired to abide by current USDA 
dog dealer regulations. These 
regulations require kennels to:

    * Obtain a USDA license,

    * Meet federal minimum 
standards of care,

    * Be inspected (generally not 
less than once every two years) by 
the USDA.

2.         Requires new exercise 

standards that allow a dog daily 
access to exercise that enables it 
to move sufficiently to maintain 
normal muscle tone and mass, the 
ability to achieve a running stride, 
and is not a forced activity. 

The area for exercise should 
have flooring that allows for this 
type of exercise.

    * It should be constructed 
of solid flooring or non-solid, 
non-wire flooring that is safe and 
appropriate for the breed, size and 
age of the dog, is free from sharp 
edges, and is designed so that the 
paw cannot extend throughout 
become caught in the flooring.

    * The flooring must be 
cleaned at least once daily, be free 
of infestation and designed to 
prevent escape. 

    * The bill provides an ex-
emption from exercise for dogs 
that should not exercise for rea-
sons of health/condition/well-
being as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian.

This measure does not limit 
the number of dogs a person/
kennel may own or define com-
mercial breeders on the basis on 
the number of the number dogs 
they own.

The measure would go into 
effect one year after the date of 
the enactment of this bill.

For a USDA fact sheet on 
Animal Care Compliance Inspec-
tions, click here.

For a copy of the USDA/
APHIS animal care inspections 
checklists, click here.

The AKC is currently study-
ing the impact of this measure.
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State News

ALABAMA
 SPECIAL YOUTH WA-
TERFOWL HUNTING 

DAYS TO BE HELD FEB-
RUARY 12-13

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources’ (ADCNR) Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries Division 
(WFF) has designated February 
12-13, 2011, as Special Youth Wa-
terfowl Hunting Days. On those 
two days, youth age 15 years and 
younger may hunt when accompa-
nied by a licensed adult hunter age 
25 years and older, or the parent 
of the youth. Regular waterfowl 
season shooting hours, bag limits, 
legal arms and ammunitions ap-
ply to the special days.

To participate in the hunt, youth 
must be accompanied by an adult 
supervisor. The adult supervisor, 
who may not hunt, must remain 
within arm’s length of the youth 
at all times. The adult supervisor 
may accompany up to two youth 
participants during the hunt, and 
must have a state hunting license, 
state and federal waterfowl stamp, 
and a free harvest information 
program stamp.

Only one firearm will be allowed 
per youth, and only the youth 
hunters will be permitted to utilize 
the firearm for hunting. The adult 
is expected to review the rules of 
firearm safety and hunter ethics 
with each youth and ensure they 
are followed. The firearm safety 
rules can be found in the hunter 
education section of www.out-
dooralabama.com.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise steward-
ship, management and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources 
through five divisions: Marine 
Police, Marine Resources, State 
Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries. To learn 
more about ADCNR, visit www.
outdooralabama.com

REGISTRATION FOR 
LATE-SEASON YOUTH 

DOvE HUNT NOW 
OPEN

Registration is currently un-
derway for a late-season Youth 
Dove Hunt in Baldwin County on 
January 8, 2011. The hunt will take 
place at a sunflower and corn field 
near Summerdale, Ala. To register 
for this event call the Alabama Di-
vision of Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries (WFF) district five office 
at 251-626-5474. Pre-registration 
is necessary for all youth dove 
hunts. Hunt schedules and reg-
istration information is available 
in the hunting section of www.
outdooralabama.com.

To participate in the hunts, youth 
hunters must be age 15 or younger 
and accompanied by an adult at 
least 25 years old (or a parent) 
who holds a valid state hunting 
license and a Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) stamp. Before each 
hunt, a short welcome session 
with reminders on hunting safety 
will be conducted. All hunters are 
encouraged to wear eye protection 
and earplugs.

This year a small number of 
youth dove hunt participants will 
be surveyed by phone, both before 
and after the hunts, to help the 
WFF gather information to help 
ensure the future of our hunting 
heritage. Hunter cooperation in 
the survey will be greatly appre-
ciated and helps to improve the 
event.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise steward-
ship, management and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources 
through five divisions: Marine 
Police, Marine Resources, State 
Parks, State Lands, and Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries. To learn 
more about ADCNR, visit www.
outdooralabama.com.

CALIFORNIA
ARTISTS SOUGHT 

TO ENTER 2011 CALI-
FORNIA STATE DUCK 

STAMP CONTEST
Artists from around the country 

are invited to submit their original 
work to the 2011 California Duck 
Stamp contest. The California De-
partment of Fish and Game (DFG) 
will be accepting submissions 
from March 1 through April 30 at 4 
p.m. The winning artwork will be 
reproduced on the 2011 California 
Duck Stamp, which all waterfowl 
hunters much purchase, and will 
be available as collectible limited 
edition prints. The top contest sub-
missions will also be showcased at 
the Pacific Flyway Decoy Associa-
tion’s art show in July.

The contest is open to any artist 
who is 18 years of age or older as 
of March 1, 2011. The picture must 
depict a pair (male and female) of 
the species selected by the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission, 
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which this year is the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica).

Entries need to be original, 
“hand drawn” and in the medium 
(or combination) of the artist’s 
choosing, except that no photo-
graphic process, digital art, metal-
lic paints or fluorescent paints may 
be used in the finished design. 
Photographs, computer-generated 
art, art produced from a computer 
printer or other computer/me-
chanical output device (air brush 
method excepted) are not eligible 
to be entered into the contest and 
will be disqualified. All entries 
must be accompanied by a com-
pleted participation agreement, 
entry form and a non-refundable 
$50 entry fee. These forms and the 
official rules are available online at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/duckstamp.

Entries will be judged at a public 
event to be held in Sacramento in 
May. The judges’ panel, which will 
consist of experts in the fields of 
ornithology, conservation, art and 
printing, will choose first-, second- 
and third-place winners, along 
with an honorable mention.

Since 1971 the California Duck 
Stamp Program’s yearly contest 
has attracted top wildlife artists 
from around the country. All pro-
ceeds generated from stamp sales 
go directly to waterfowl conserva-
tion projects throughout Califor-
nia. In past years, hunters were 
required to purchase and affix the 
stamp to their hunting license pri-
or to hunting for waterfowl. This 
year, California has moved to an 
automated licensing system, and 
the hunters are no longer required 
to carry the physical stamps in the 
field (proof of purchase prints di-
rectly onto the license). However, 
DFG will still produce the stamps, 
which will be mailed to hunters at 
the end of the season. 

COLORADO

ARTISTS SOUGHT FOR 
WATERFOWL COMPETI-

TION
The Colorado Division of Wild-

life is soliciting original artwork 
entries for the 2011 Colorado 
Waterfowl Stamp Art Contest. 
This year’s species of focus is the 
green-winged teal (Anas crecca). 
The deadline for artists to submit 
entries is 4 p.m., Friday, March 4.

“It is amazing every year to see 
what the artists come up with and 
to see the new artists that are start-
ing out in this specialized category 
of art,” said judging committee 
member Tilman Bishop, a former 
state senator who sponsored the 
legislation that created the water-
fowl stamp in Colorado.

The Colorado Waterfowl Stamp 
program was implemented in 1990 
and provides funding to conserve 
wetlands for waterfowl and other 
wetland-dependent wildlife. Wa-
terfowl hunters 16 years of age and 
older are required by state law to 
purchase a waterfowl stamp vali-
dation annually before hunting. In 
addition to hunters, many collec-
tors aid in wetland conservation 
by purchasing collector stamps 
and prints that are created from 
the winning entry.

“We are all beneficiaries of the 
Waterfowl Stamp,” Bishop added. 
“Whether you are a hunter, a bird 
watcher or just a citizen that likes 
seeing birds around the house, 
every one of us gets the benefit of 
this terrific program.”

The green-winged teal is a col-
orful duck found in Colorado 
primarily during fall and spring 
migration, with lower numbers 
during the breeding season and 
winter. The vocal and often noisy 
duck is the smallest North Ameri-
can ‘dabbling duck’, which feed 
on the surface of waters instead 

of diving for food. It is one of the 
most frequently harvested ducks 
taken by Colorado waterfowl 
hunters, and is known as excellent 
table fare.

Artists must submit a 13-inch 
high by-18 inch wide, full color 
original artwork for the contest. 
There is a $50 fee for each entry. 
Complete requirements are ex-
plained in the application packet, 
which is available at http://wild-
life.state.co.us/Hunting/Water-
fowl/WaterfowlStampProgram/.

Hunters can purchase the re-
quired $5.00 waterfowl stamp 
validation where hunting licenses 
are sold. The gum-backed stamp is 
available for an additional $2.50.

Collector gum-backed stamps 
and art prints of the 2011 water-
fowl stamp will be available for 
purchase in late July. Collector 
stamps and prints are sold through 
the Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation. The Colorado Wild-
life Heritage Foundation also has 
past stamp winner prints avail-
able. Past stamp winners can be 
viewed on-line at http://wildlife.
state.co.us/Hunting/Waterfowl/
WaterfowlStampProgram/Past-
WaterfowlStamps.htm.

The Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation was created in 1989 as 
a result of Governor Roy Romer’s 
Wildlife 21 Task Force report. The 
report recognized that Colorado’s 
abundant and diverse wildlife 
makes an immense contribution to 
the state’s economy and the qual-
ity of life in the state. The report 
also found that declining hunting 
and fishing revenues were insuf-
ficient to protect wildlife habitat 
from the threats posed by devel-
opment. The Foundation was 
formed to raise funds to help fill 
the gap between available hunt-
ing and fishing funds and wildlife 
needs. The Foundation focuses its 
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efforts on habitat preservation, 
wildlife research, species recovery, 
responding to wildlife emergen-
cies and educating people about 
wildlife. For more information on 
the Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation, go to: http://www.
cwhf.info/.

PLENTY OF PHEAS-
ANTS AWAIT COLO-

RADO HUNTERS
Colorado hunters should enjoy 

some of the best pheasant hunting 
in the state’s recent history when 
they take to the fields Nov. 13 for 
opening day of the 2010-11 pheas-
ant season.

Pheasant populations through-
out Colorado’s Eastern Plains 
have soared to near-record levels 
during the last two years, result-
ing in back-to-back banner seasons 
for hunters. Wildlife managers say 
the recent population surge of the 
popular, ring-necked, game bird 
is due to ideal weather condi-
tions that have improved nesting 
habitat and ground cover across 
most of the state’s core pheasant 
range. 

“Pheasant production has just 
been phenomenal,” said Ed Gor-
man, Division of Wildlife small 
game manager. “Because of the 
improved habitat, pheasants ap-
pear to have continued on an 
upward trend from the excellent 
numbers that hunters found in 
2009. Landowner reports and 
our own observations indicate a 
highly successful nesting effort 
again this year.”

Crowing-count surveys con-
ducted on the Eastern Plains--the 
primary method used by DOW 
biologists to estimate pheasant 
populations--rose 27 percent over 
last year and posted the fifth-
highest numbers since surveys 

began in 1956. In the pheasant-rich 
fields of Yuma County, pheasant 
counts increased 15 percent over 
2009, exceeding a long-standing 
record dating back to 1960. The 
Wray-Vernon areas also posted 
the second-highest crowing counts 
ever reported.

“Simply put, hunters can expect 
good carryover of mature birds 
from last year as well as excel-
lent numbers of young birds that 
hatched this spring,” Gorman 
said.

Although populations are im-
proved in most areas, hunters will 
find the greatest concentration of 
pheasants in Yuma, Kit Carson, 
Phillips, Sedgwick and eastern-
Logan counties. Hunters in Mor-
gan and Washington counties will 
likely see improved hunting over 
2009; however, pheasants are still 
recovering from drought condi-
tions earlier this decade and birds 
are more localized in these areas. 
Similarly, pheasant-producing 
areas within southeast Colorado 
counties of Cheyenne and Baca 
are improved over the last couple 
of seasons. 

More good news for pheasant 
hunters this year is an expedited 
corn harvest, making birds much 
more accessible to early-season 
hunters. 

“Standing corn fields posed a 
significant obstacle to early-season 
hunters last year,” said Gorman. 
“This year, the corn harvest is 
nearly complete, and if the weath-
er remains dry leading up to open-
ing day, the vast majority of corn 
fields will be harvested making 
early-season hunting much more 
productive.”

The Colorado Division of Wild-
life reminds small-game hunters to 
have a safe 2010-11 hunting season 
and to be mindful of the following 

regulations and advisories before 
heading into the field: 

Free Walk-In Access Program:
Beginning this year, small-game 

hunters are no longer required to 
purchase permits to hunt Walk-In 
Access properties. Walk-In Ac-
cess properties are now open to 
all hunters who possess a valid 
small-game license. The popular 
program provides access to more 
than 220,000 acres of private land 
to small-game and waterfowl 
hunters.

Hunters will find more details 
in the 2010 Small Game Brochure 
and in the Walk-In-Access Atlas, 
now available at statewide license 
agents and DOW offices. An elec-
tronic version may be downloaded 
at the DOW website at:

http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Hunting/SmallGame/WalkI-
nAccess/ 

The printed atlases have been 
written to be as accurate as pos-
sible. However, hunters should 
not hunt fields unless they are 
clearly marked with “Walk-In Ac-
cess” signs. Hunters are reminded 
to keep Walk-In Access properties 
clean and to never clean birds or 
litter on these private lands. 

New Pheasant Hunting Instruc-
tional DVD:

Hunters who would like to get 
the most out of the banner 2010 
season are encouraged to pick up 
a copy of the DOW’s latest instruc-
tional DVD, “Pheasant Hunting 
Colorado.” The DVD is included 
free in every 2010 small game bro-
chure and provides a wealth of in-
formation to help hunters become 
more successful. The half-hour 
DVD is a comprehensive guide 
that leads both new and experi-
enced hunters alike through the 
steps of planning and executing a 
successful hunt. 
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Hunting Private Land:
Hunters must obtain permission 

to hunt on private land, whether 
that land is posted or not. Hunters 
wishing to hunt on private land 
should seek permission from the 
landowner or lessee well in ad-
vance of their planned hunt.

Harvest Information Program:
Hunters are reminded to regis-

ter with the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) and get their HIP 
number before heading out into 
the field. Hunters must write their 
HIP number in the space provided 
on their small-game license. HIP 
numbers can be obtained by call-
ing 1-866-265-6447 or on the Inter-
net at: www.colohip.com

The HIP is a joint U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and DOW pro-
gram designed to improve small-
game migratory bird-harvest 
estimates. Colorado requires all 
small-game hunters to sign up 
with HIP to help the DOW better 
estimate harvest for species that 
are difficult to address through 
general, small-game surveys.

2010 Small Game Brochure:
For more information on small-

game regulations, season dates 
and bag-and-possession limits, 
please pick up a copy of the 2010 
Colorado Small Game brochure. 
Brochures are available at any 
DOW office or license agents state-
wide. An electronic version can 
be downloaded at the Division’s 
website at:

http://wildlife.state.co.us/NR/
rdonlyres/780A905D-8639-4EB1-
BBA0-20BBE1F915A8/0/small-
game.pdf

CONNECTICUT
2011 MIDWINTER WA-

TERFOWL SURvEY 

RESULTS HIGHEST 
NUMBER OF DUCKS 

COUNTED SINCE 1999
Staff from the Connecticut De-

partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) conducted the an-
nual Midwinter Waterfowl Survey 
on January 4 and 6, 2011. The total 
number of ducks observed dur-
ing the survey – 22,926 – was the 
highest since 1999, and the puddle 
duck count was the highest since 
1985. The survey is conducted 
throughout the Atlantic Flyway, 
and is used as an index of long-
term wintering waterfowl trends. 
The Atlantic Flyway is a bird 
migration route that generally fol-
lows the Atlantic Coast of North 
America and the Appalachian 
Mountains. In Connecticut, the 
survey is conducted from a heli-
copter and a census is obtained 
from the coast, the three major 
river systems, and selected inland 
lakes and reservoirs.

Survey conditions for the 2011 
Midwinter Waterfowl Survey 
were excellent. Prolonged cold 
weather in the weeks prior to 
the survey resulted in many of 
the inland lakes and ponds being 
frozen. When inland water areas 
freeze, waterfowl concentrate 
along the coast and on the major 
river systems. Clear skies and light 
winds on the day of the survey led 
to unlimited visibility and good 
flying conditions.

Counts of all puddle ducks were 
above their short-term (5-year) 
averages. The mallard count was 
the highest in over 15 years, as 
was the count for American black 
ducks. American wigeon and 
gadwall counts also were above 
their respective five-year averages. 
Following a recent trend, how-
ever, many puddle ducks were 
observed in urban sanctuaries, of-

ten associated with supplemental 
feeding activities.

“The Department discourages 
citizens from feeding waterfowl 
for a number of reasons, including 
increased risk of disease transmis-
sion and potential for poor nutri-
tion” said Rick Jacobson, Director 
of the DEP Wildlife Division. 
The Department has published 
a brochure, “Do Not Feed Water-
fowl,” that outlines the potential 
hazards of feeding waterfowl. It 
is available on the Department’s 
Web site at www.ct.gov/dep/lib/
dep/wildlife/pdf_files/game/
NoFeedWF.pdf.

The scaup count was well above 
that of 2010 and the highest since 
1999. Despite a relatively high 
count this year, scaup wintering 
numbers in Connecticut continue 
to be lower than historical counts. 
The decline in the continental 
scaup population continues to 
be of concern for biologists na-
tionwide. Habitat changes on the 
scaup’s breeding grounds may be 
a factor in the long-term decline 
of the population. Eiders were not 
observed in the survey, but the 
number of scoters observed was 
higher than in 2010. Mergansers 
were abundant and above the 
levels observed in 2010, but under 
the five-year average.

Atlantic brant numbers were 
higher than in 2010 and above 
the recent average. Canada goose 
counts were once again high for 
this survey.

 2011 Connecticut Midwinter 
Waterfowl Survey

Results for Major Species*
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 Species  2011 2010 5-year Avg. 
 Atlantic Brant 1,600 1,000 1,300
 Black Duck      3,500 3,200 2,200
 Bufflehead       1,200 1,100    800
 Canada Goose 3,800 4,800 

3,400
 Canvasback      100      0         

100
 Mallard             2,600 2,500 

1,400
 Merganser        1,100   900  

1,200
 Mute Swan          700   700   800
 Long-tailed Duck 600 200 200
 Common Goldeneye 1,000 400 

700
 Scaup                 5,400  800  

2,000
 * rounded to nearest hundred 

DELAWARE
THREE MEN 

CHARGED WITH 
GAME vIOLATIONS 
INvOLvING WATER-

FOWL
DNREC Division of Fish and 

Wildlife Enforcement agents on 
Jan. 29 arrested three men in a field 
near Smyrna for game violations.

Melvin J. Durand, age 57, of 
Smyrna, was arrested and charged 
with one count of over limit of 
Canada geese and two counts of 
unlawfully taken game. Melvin J. 
Durand Jr., age 37, of Harrington, 
and Edward M. Ruebeck, age 33, 
of New Castle, were both arrested 
and charged with one count of 
over limit of Canada geese and one 
count of unlawfully taken game. 
Four illegally taken geese were 
taken as evidence. All three men 
were fined and released.

Citizens are encouraged to re-
port fish and wildlife violations 
to the Delaware Fish and Wildlife 
Enforcement Section at 302-739-
4580.

FLORIDA
YOUTH WATERFOWL 
HUNTING DAYS ARE 

FEB. 5-6
The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice established Feb. 5-6 as Youth 
Waterfowl Hunting Days.

These select days are a great 
opportunity to get young people 
outdoors and to introduce them 
to the excitement of waterfowl 
hunting.

The statewide, two-day season 
allows children younger than 16 
years old – with adult supervi-
sion – to hunt waterfowl, coots and 
common moorhens. Supervisors 
(18 years or older) must be pres-
ent and may assist young hunters, 
but state regulations prohibit the 
supervisors from hunting. Hunt-
ers younger than 16 years of age 
do not need licenses, permits or 
federal duck stamps.

All regulations and bag limits 
for hunting waterfowl apply to 
this two-day season. Hunting 
regulations are available online at 
MyFWC.com/Hunting or in the 
FWC’s waterfowl and coot seasons 

brochure, available at county tax 
collectors’ offices.

IDAHO
SAGE-GROUSE WORK-

ING GROUP SEEKS 
COMMENT ON CON-

SERvATION PLAN
No other bird better symbolizes 

Idaho’s high desert country than 
the greater sage-grouse.

Sage-grouse were once abundant 
in sagebrush habitats of the west-
ern United States and Canada, but 
they have been on the decline in 
recent years largely due to changes 
and impacts to habitat.

The East Idaho Uplands Sage-
grouse Local Working Group, 
which began in February 2007, has 
developed a draft conservation 
plan that provides information, 
guidance and conservation tools 
for protecting and enhancing 
sage-grouse populations and their 
habitats in the uplands of eastern 
Idaho.

This plan, which is available for 
public review and comment, was 
prepared through collaboration by 
members from diverse perspec-
tives, including representatives 
of relevant government agencies 
(including Idaho Fish and Game), 
tribes, non-government organi-
zations, hunters, conservation 
groups, landowners, livestock 
operators and interested individu-
als in a manner that supports sage-
grouse and a healthy diversity and 
abundance of wildlife species and 
human uses.

Anyone who would like to re-
view this plan, may find a copy 
on Fish and Game’s Web site at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
cms/hunt/grouse/conserve_
plan/eastIdUplandsDraftPlan.
pdf. It is currently included as 
Appendix J of Fish and Game’s 


