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AKC Breed Numbers

American Kennel Club 2010 Dog Registration 
Statistics
Historical Comparisons & Notable Trends

 RANKING
BREED  2010  2009  2005  2000
Labrador 
Retrievers  1 1 1 1
German 
Shepherd 
Dogs   2 2 4 3
Yorkshire 
Terriers  3 3 3 7
Beagles  4 5 5 5
Golden 
Retrievers  5 4 2 2
Bulldogs  6 7 13 21
Boxers   7 6 7 9
Dachshunds  8 8 6 4
Poodles  9 9 8 6

Rottweilers    11
miniature Schnauzers  12
Chihuahuas   13
Doberman Pinschers  14 
Pomeranians   15 
German Shorthaired  
Pointers   16 
Great Danes   17 
Siberian Huskies  18 
Shetland Sheepdogs  19 
Boston Terriers   20
French Bulldogs  21
Maltese    
22
Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniels  23
Pugs    24
Cocker Spaniels   
25
Australian Shepherds  26
Pembroke Welsh Corgis  
27
Mastiffs    
28
English Springer 
Spaniels   29
Brittanys   30
Havanese   31
Weimaraners   32
Leonbergers**   33
West Highland 
White Terriers   34 
Papillons   35
Basset Hounds   36
Bichons Frises   37
Collies    38
Bernese Mountain Dogs  
39
Miniature Pinschers  40
Vizslas    41
Bullmastiffs   42

Bloodhounds   
43
Newfoundlands  
44
St. Bernards   
45
Rhodesian Ridgebacks  
46
Border Collies  47
Chesapeake Bay Re-
trievers  48
Akitas   49
Chinese 
Shar-Pei  50
Cane Corso**  51
Scottish Terriers  
 52
Bull Terriers  53
Airedale 
Terriers   
54
Portuguese 
Water Dogs  55
Cairn Terriers  56
Chinese 
Crested   
57
Alaskan 
Malamutes  58 

Soft Coated 
Wheaten 
Terriers   
59
Whippets  60
Pekingese  61
Lhasa Apsos  62
Shiba Inu  63
Australian 
Cattle Dogs  64
Chow Chows  65
English Cocker 
Spaniels  66
Italian 
Greyhounds  67
Dogues de 

*  The most popular breeds with the biggest 
increase in rankings over the past year include 
the Wirehaired Pointing Griffon (from 108th to 
93rd), the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog (from 
101st to 88th) and the Smooth Fox Terrier (from 
123rd to 110th).

* The French Bulldog made the largest leap 
in the past decade, jumping 50 places from 71st 
to 21st. Other breeds with the biggest increase 
in rankings over the last decade include the Ha-
vanese (from 86th to 31st) and the Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel (from 54th to 23rd).
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Bordeaux  68
Dalmatians  69
American 
Staffordshire 
Terriers   70
Great Pyrenees  71
Samoyeds  72
German 
Wirehaired 
Pointers  73
Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers    74
Japanese Chin   75
Belgian Malinois  76
Irish Setters   77
Silky Terriers   78
Irish Wolfhounds  79
Brussels Griffons  80
Old English Sheepdogs  81
Icelandic Sheepdogs**  82
Border Terriers   83
Cardigan Welsh Corgis  84
Bouviers des Flandres  85
Afghan Hounds   86
Keeshonden   87
Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dogs   88
Basenjis    89
Tibetan Terriers   90
Black and Tan
Coonhounds   91 
Parson Russell Terriers  92
Wirehaired Pointing 
Griffons   93
Giant Schnauzers  94
Standard Schnauzers  95
Borzois    96
Wire Fox Terriers  97
Gordon Setters   98
Toy Fox Terriers   99
Norwich Terriers  100
English Setters   101
Schipperkes   102
Flat-Coated Retrievers  103
Tibetan Spaniels  104

Welsh Terriers   105
Norwegian Elkhounds  106
Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers  107
Belgian Tervuren  108
Anatolian Shepherd 
Dogs    109
Smooth Fox Terriers  110
Pointers   111
Bearded Collies   112
Neapolitan Mastiffs  113
American Eskimo Dogs  114
Salukis    115
Belgian Sheepdogs  116
Norfolk Terriers   117
Spinoni Italiani   118
Bluetick Coonhounds  119
Kerry Blue Terriers  120
Manchester Terriers  121
Redbone Coonhounds  122
Australian Terriers  123
Tibetan Mastiffs   124
Briards    125
English Toy Spaniels  126
Welsh Springer Spaniels  127
Irish Terriers   128
Petits Bassets 
Griffons Vendeens  129
Miniature Bull Terriers  130
Clumber Spaniels  131
Field Spaniels   132
Boykin Spaniels   133
Plotts    134
Black Russian Terriers  135
Affenpinschers   136
Lakeland Terriers  137
German Pinschers  138
Greyhounds   139
Bedlington Terriers  140
Scottish Deerhounds  141
Swedish Vallhunds  142
American Water 
Spaniels   143
Kuvaszok   144
Pulik    145

Curly-Coated 
Retrievers   146
Lowchen   147
Irish Water Spaniels  148
Polish Lowland 
Sheepdogs   149
Irish Red and 
White Setters   150
Ibizan Hounds   151
Sealyham Terriers  152
Beaucerons   153
Komondorok   154
Sussex Spaniels   155
Pharaoh Hounds  156
Glen of Imaal Terriers  157
Finnish Spitz   158
Norwegian Buhunds  159
Skye Terriers   160
Otterhounds   161
Pyrenean Shepherds  162
Canaan Dogs   163
Dandie Dinmont 
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Training

Dog Training Tips 
Using the Clicker/

Vibration Approach
By D.T. Systems Pro Staffer Chad Hines

What is Positive  
and Negat ive  
Reinforcement 

Training?

The famous behavioral psy-
chologist, B. F. Skinner, defines 
positive reinforcement as  an in-
crease in the future frequency of 
a behavior due to the addition 
of a consequence immediately 
following a response. Giving 
(or adding) food to a dog con-
tingent on his touching the tar-
get is an example of positive re-
inforcement (if this results in an 
increase in the future behavior 
of the dog touching the target).  
Negative reinforcement, on the 
other hand, is an increase in the 
future frequency of a behavior 
when the consequence is the re-

moval of an aversive stimulus.

How do you use Positive 
and Negative Reinforcement?

The backbone of Willow 
Creek’s training technique is 
positive and negative reinforce-
ment. We look to increase the 
likelihood of a behavior in the 
future by teaching positive re-
inforcement and following up 
with negative reinforcement, 
albeit mild with the vibrate 
conditioning.  

Nearly all commands are 
taught with a clicker and a 
food reward (positive rein-
forcement).  This develops a 
very consistent, reliable dog by 
creating the desire for a positive 
reaction.  Although counterin-

tuitive, using the term “nega-
tive” in animal training does 
not mean it is bad.  The negative 
reinforcement can simply mean 
something is taken away.  So 
when using the DT Systems 
H2O 1820 collar, the vibration is 
taken away.  We hold the vibra-
tion button down and wait until 
the dog touches the target, help 
them if needed, then release the 
button, taking away the mild, 
effective form of negative rein-
forcement.

How do you use a Clicker?

We start clicker training 
puppies as young as seven 
weeks old.  A treat is placed in 
the hand between the pointer 
and ring finger, with the middle 
finger receding to provide back-
ing so the treat does not slip 
out.   This “target” is presented 
to the pup and we allow him to 
take the treat from our hand.  
As soon as the pup touches the 
hand we “click.”  After about 
30 repetitions most dogs will 
be watching for the target very 
closely.  If the dog is not inter-
ested in the food reward we 
can remove morning feedings 
and train before we feed or 
find a better food reward. Hot 
dog slices work extremely well 
when nothing else seems to 
elicit interest.  We usually use 
2-4 sessions, at 30 repetitions 
per session, before moving on 
to vibrate conditioning.

How do you use the Vibra-
tion Feature?

The trainers at Willow Creek 
Kennels have found the vibra-
tion feature on the DT Systems 
H20 1820 collar to be very 
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consistent and easy for dogs to 
understand.  As with any new 
stimulus, it can take a dog a bit 
to desensitize to the sound and 
feel of vibration. This sensitiv-
ity makes the collar more effec-
tive because it mildly annoys 
the dog and he will try to shut 
it off.  As a human, 
imagine someone 
gently poking his or 
her finger in your 
arm at the same time 
asking you to say 
uncle.  If you said 
uncle, the poking 
stops.  We basically 
do the same with 
dogs with the vibra-
tion feature.  We ask 
the dog to do some-
thing and when they 
complete the task 
the vibration stops.  
Vibrate conditioning 
goes even quicker 
when combined 
with clicker target 
training.

How Do You 
Teach Using the Vi-
brate Feature?

The vibrate con-
ditioning is very 
simple once we have 
a dog who is clicker 
trained to target.  
The session is started with a 
clicker target and once we have 
the dog focusing on the target 
the vibrate button is held down 
until the dog touches the target.  
Vibrate is negative reinforce-
ment, but also becomes a cue 
that we are asking the dog to 
recall.  The important part of 
successful negative reinforce-

ment is having a positive stimu-
lus (food reward) come after 
the negative stimulus (vibrate).  
Again, we use 2-4 sessions, 
with 30 repetitions per session.  
When the dog is proficient with 
the vibration cue we start add-
ing a verbal whistle, or here cue, 

before the vibration.  

Food rewards and vibrate 
conditioning can be used to 
develop and strengthen a vari-
ety of behaviors.  This concept 
can be used for sit, whoa, stay, 
place, conditioned retrieve, 
kennel, etc.  Incorporate vibrate 
conditioning into your training 

Ethan and D.T.

to develop a consistent, reliable 
hunting companion.

For more information on 
the D.T. H2O 1820 or other 
DT products, log onto the D.T. 
Systems website at www.dtsys-
tems.com, write to customerser-

vice@dtsystems.com, 
or call a Customer 
Service Specialist at 
214-350-9446.

To view a video 
explaining these 
methods in more 
detail, visit http://
willowcreekkennels.
net/trainingvideos.
html and click on the 
“vibrate condition-
ing to Here” video.
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A n e w ,  p e e r - r e 
viewed report ti 
tled, Feral Cats and 

Their Management from the 
University of Nebraska—Lin-
coln, has put the annual eco-
nomic loss from feral cat pre-
dation on birds in the United 
States at $17 billion. The report 
analyzes existing research on 
management of the burgeoning 
feral cat population – over 60 
million and counting -- in the 
United States, including the 
controversial practice of Trap, 
Neuter, Release (TNR).

“This report is a must read 
for any community or govern-
ment official thinking about 
what to do about feral cats. 
It encapsulates the extensive 
research on this subject and 
draws conclusions based on 
that data. Not surprisingly, the 
report validates everything 
American Bird Conservancy 
has been saying about the feral 
cat issue for many years, name-
ly TNR doesn’t work in control-
ling feral cat populations,” said 
Darin Schroeder, Vice President 

for Conservation Advocacy for 
American Bird Conservancy, 
the nation’s leading bird con-
servation organization.

“Communities seeking a 
solution to their feral cat prob-
lems need to consider the sci-
ence on the issue and the well 
being of animals impacted by 
feral cats as well as the cats 
themselves. These other ani-
mals – birds especially – don’t 
deserve to die at the hands of a 
predator introduced into their 
environment by irresponsible 
pet owners. A humane deci-
sion-making process on this 
issue must also recognize that 
feral cats live short, miserable 
lives because of disease, other 
predators, severe weather and 
traffic hazards. Thus their life 
expectancy is about one third as 
long as owned cats,” Schroeder 
added.

A key finding of the re-
port was the statement by the 
authors that they do not rec-
ommend the TNR method to 
eliminate colonies of feral cats. 

In their extensive research, they 
were unable to find a single 
real-world example of TNR suc-
ceeding in eliminating a feral 
cat colony.

Some of the many findings 
of the report include:

· Feral cats are invasive and 
pose a threat to native fauna 
and public health.

· Three separate studies 
showed that most feral cats (62 
to 80 percent) carry the parasite 
responsible for toxoplasmosis – 
a condition of special concern to 
pregnant women.

· Cats are responsible for the 
extinction of at least 33 species 
of birds.

· Feral cats kill an estimated 
480 million birds in the U.S. 
each year (the study did not ad-
dress the question of bird pre-
dation by owned cats. Studies 
suggest that there are 80 million 
owned cats in the U.S. and that 
43 percent have access to the 
outdoors. Total cat predation 
on birds is likely around one 
billion birds per year, though 
some analyses suggest much 
higher figures.)

• Feeding feral cats encour-
ages them to congregate which 
encourages the chances of dis-
eases being transmitted.

• The supplemental feeding 
of feral cats should be prohib-
ited.

• Cats kill far more native 
wildlife species than nuisance 
(invasive) species.

• Cats will kill wildlife no 

Predators
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Cat eating a bird by 
Gaëtan Priour

matter how well they are fed.

• One reference to TNR suc-
cess claimed that one particular 
feral cat colony numbered 920 
cats before TNR, and then 678 
after. However, when migra-
tions and births were factored 
in, the colony had actually in-

creased in size -- to 983 cats.

• The life expectancy of a 
feral cat is 3-5 years as opposed 
to 15 years for owned cats.

The report can be viewed 
by going to the following 

website and then scrolling 
to report EC1781: http://
e l k h o r n . u n l . e d u / e p u b -
lic/pages/index.jsp?what= 
subjectAreasD&subject Ar-
easId=38
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A close friend used to  
always badger me  
about going water-

fowl hunting. I hemmed and 
hawed because I didn’t have 
the right equipment, nor did I 
have the money to buy it. I mis-
takenly believed you needed 
an expensive shotgun, a ton 
of decoys, expensive bibs and 
parkas, waders, dogs, calls and, 
not to mention, a boat. I felt 
the sport involved an outlay of 
treasure beyond my reach.

  With gentle prodding from 
my buddy, I began to slowly 
accumulate the necessary gear. 
I waited until after the season 
and found a nice 4-in-1 water-
fowl jacket on closeout for half 
of what it cost earlier in the 
season. I also found a pair of 
waterfowl bibs on sale from the 
same manufacturer. The cam-
ouflage patterns don’t match, 
but ducks never seem to mind. 
I’ve hunted a pond in a pouring 
rain with temperatures in the 
high 30s and remained warm 
and dry. In my old inadequate 
patched together gear, those 
conditions would send me 
packing for the house in under 
an hour.

 The new waterfowl hunting 
outfit also makes the best winter 
fishing gear I’ve ever donned. 
I’ve fished the float and fly tech-
nique for smallmouth in Janu-
ary with air temperatures in the 
low 20s with the wind chill in 
the teens and stayed warm all 
day long.

   “The closeout waterfowl 
clothing may not match or is a 
little out of date, but if it keeps 
you warm and comfortable, that 
is all that matters,” said John 
Akers, maintenance supervisor 
for the Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources. 
“You can save a lot of money 
by purchasing waterfowl gear 
after the season. It still works 
fine. They often discount hunt-
ing waders really low after the 
season.”

Akers, an avid and expert 
waterfowl hunter, recommends 
holding on to that gear a while 
if you have children. “I outfitted 
my kids with my old waterfowl 
apparel,” he said. “If my bibs or 
waders got a little worn, I saved 
them as I replaced them. About 
half of the stuff my kids use, 
I used to use myself. They’ll 

grow into it eventually.”

A reliable 12-gauge pump 
shotgun will harvest any water-
fowl that flies in Kentucky. De-
cent used pumps with synthetic 
camouflage stocks that can 
handle 3-inch magnum shells 
line the walls of gun stores all 
over our state. An outlay of 
$200 or less will often bring that 
gun home.

A pump shotgun doesn’t 
have the glamour of an elegant 
over-and-under or the ease 
of use of a semi-automatic. 
That being said, every time 
you pull the trigger, a pump 
goes “boom.” Pumps handle 
adverse weather with ease and 
you can enjoy your waterfowl 
hunting without stressing over 
damaging an expensive gun in 
the snow, rain or ice. A pump 
shotgun handles rough treat-
ment and still performs.

Waterfowl shotshells loaded 
with steel, bismuth, tungsten 
or other heavy materials cost 
considerably more than shot-
shells loaded with lead. “Many 
of the department stores and 
sporting good stores discount 
their steel shotshells after the 
season,” Akers said. “I buy all 
of my waterfowl loads after the 
season.”

It is illegal to use lead shot-
shells for waterfowl hunting.

Decoys can also deliver a 
wallop to your wallet. “In the 
old days, I would go in with 
a friend and split the cost of 
decoys because we couldn’t 
afford them on our own,” Ak-
ers explained. “We traded use 

Waterfowl Hunting 
Options That Don’t 

Crush The Pocketbook

Easy Waterfowl Hunting
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of them. We also bought a boat 
that way as well. You can find 
decoys really cheap at yard 
sales as well.”

Hunters inadvertently shoot 
decoys, leading to many that 
are no longer seaworthy. Akers 
has an ingenious plan to keep 
decoys useable for many years, 
even after they’ve been shot.

   “Buy a can of low expan-
sion foam used to fill gaps 
around pipes,” Akers said. 
“Shoot the foam inside the 
decoy. A can will fill three or 
four decoys. They will never 
sink again, no matter how 
many times your buddies shoot 
them.”

John Brunjes, migratory bird 
biologist for Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife, used another system 
to save money on decoys in the 
past. “You can buy a dozen of 
the low end water keel decoys 
for $25 or so,” he said. “They 
have a hole in the keel to allow 
water inside intended to keep 
them upright and in place. 
Water-keeled decoys flip over 
in the slightest wind. I fill the 
bottom cavity with sand and 
plug the hole. You can also 
use a bolt. Filling the bottom 
with sand helps keep them 
upright.”

You also don’t need to own 
a boat or dogs to successfully 
waterfowl hunt. Farm ponds, 
small rivers, creeks and even 
reservoirs offer bank waterfowl 
hunting opportunities. A set of 
neoprene chest hunting waders 
will help retrieve downed birds 
from shallow creeks, rivers and 
ponds. Poles designed to set 

and retrieve decoys also work 
well for recovering downed 
birds.

Finding a place to hunt is 
one of the biggest challenges 
of waterfowling. Most hunters 
can’t afford to pay a lease ar-
rangement with a landowner. 
“I’ve traded labor rather than 
pay for a lease,” Akers said. “A 
farmer with a river system on 
his property caught my eye. I 
knocked on the door and said 
‘I noticed your barn door is off 
its track.’ I offered to fix it in 
exchange for hunting rights. I 
can still hunt there to this day. 
We’re friends now. I’ve even 
changed faucets in exchange 

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.

for hunting rights.”

With the economy in the 
dumpster, frayed nerves ev-
erywhere and money tight, 
use these simple tips to get into 
waterfowl hunting and save 
some serious money. A day in 
a homemade blind pursuing 
ducks is salve to jarred nerves 
and relieves the winter dol-
drums.
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we 
offer you seven pages from this book to decide 

if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Countrysport Press and Down 
East Books, we offer to you two chapters 

from Gun Dog Chronicals

Gun Dog 
Chronicles

Reflections on Upland Bird Dogs and 
Waterfowl retrievers

By Joe Arnette

Chapter 19
Anything But Ordinary

ordinary hunting versus ruffed grouse 
hunting

 There are two kinds of hunting:” wrote Aldo 
Leopold in his classic book, A Sand County 
Almanac, “ordinary hunting and ruffed grouse 
hunting.”

 Leopold’s famous line is another way of say-
ing that ruffed grouse require thought. Indeed, 
everything about them demands attention. They 
are not casual birds and, likewise, they are not 
for casual hunters. Nor are they for shooters. 
Doves are the birds for those who like to pull 
triggers; grouse are not. Mostly, what we do with 
a grouse gun is load it, carry it, and unload it. 
Grouse hunting is measured by the mile and by 
the hour, while grouse shooting, when it occurs, 
is a matter of yards and pieces of seconds. 

 The hunting of grouse involves more wit 
and perception than luck, more motion than 
productivity, more reaction than action, more 
life than death.

 Grouse are birds of the mind -wild birds 
not only of the edge but on the edge. Their hair-
trigger attitudes are laced with paranoia, a deep 
suspicion of every motion and noise not of their 
own making. All of which means that grouse 

hunting is a tactical exercise comprising much 
more than occasional upland ramblings on clean 
and weightless October days. But, from another 
angle, those hunts under a perfect sun that glis-
tens the webs of spiders and eases the passage 
of browning ferns are also very much a part of 
it. Grouse make you consider where you walk 
and what you see.

 Proper grouse hunting is done with a dog. 
Always. To do otherwise is to lose the magic 
of the bird, of how and where it lives. A covert 
with birds, a hunter, and a gun - but no dog - is 
incomplete, a formula lacking a critical compo-
nent. But, just any dog won’t do.

 Aldo Leopold’s defining statement on 
grouse hunting has a corollary in gun dogs. 
Few who know this bird would deny that there 
are also two kinds of dogs: ordinary dogs and 
ruffed-grouse dogs. Grouse demand at least as 
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much from dogs as they do 
from hunters, and they usually 
demand much more. Which is 
the very reason why acceptable 
grouse dogs are uncommon, 
and consistently fine perform-
ers are rare. Given the bird, that 
seems appropriate.

 Serious grouse hunters are 
perfectionists at the top of their 
game. The best are individuals 
who pursue the bird for the de-
tailed quality of the hunt, which 
translates into the beauty of bird 
and dog performance without 
concern for a death at the end. 
Nowhere in the grouse hunter’s 
code of personal conduct afield 
is it written that gaining this 
beauty requires dead birds.

 Grouse hunters and grouse 
dogs will never have their fire 
for the chase dampened by do-
mestication and tameness. Their 
bird is - and will remain-forever 
wild. And, come autumn, the 
quest for this wildness is a 
better reason than most to get 
up in the morning and watch 
a dawn break, then cut loose a 
grouse dog for an anything-but-
ordinary hunt.

*  *  *
 Sunlight streamed through 

the birches at a sharp, early - 
morning angle. It danced on 
limbs and trunks before ricochet-
ing off snowy bark and dropping 
earthward to puddle on fallen 
leaves. The air was clear and 
still and soft enough for motes 
of dust to hang as free as bird 
songs in the beams of sun.

At the edge of the birch 
stand, the creamy whiteness 
was thinned by upright lines 

of aspen gray and scattered 
triangles of pine green that, in 
turn, faded downward into a 
rich purple sprawl of blackber-
ries. Here, a soft breeze rustled 
in harmony with the sliding 
murmur of a creek threading its 
way toward a shallow backwa-
ter that ballooned from a river. 
A great blue heron stood in the 
shallows, tethered by the leg to 
his own reflection.

The bird turned his head at 
a quickening of the downslop-
ing air, listened, then cut his 
bond with the water and lifted 
across the river to the safety of 
the opposite bank. The heron 
made his ungainly landing at 
the same moment the setter 
broke from the woods on the far 
side of the backwater. Patches 
of hunter-orange vest showed 
through the trees not far behind 
the dog. The man emerged from 
the trees and sat on a rock at the 
water’s edge, waiting for the 
dog to drink and soak himself 
cool.

Droplets of water and tiny, 
sunbeamed prisms of mist filled 
the air around the setter as vio-
lent shakes ran the length of its 
white and black-dappled coat. 
Then the leggy dog trotted to 
the hunter’s side. “We’ll go in a 
minute,” the man said, stroking 
the wet fur. “We need to think 
how to do this right, he added, 
unconsciously head-gesturing 
toward the birches.

They had been together six 
years and for the last four of 
those years man and dog had 
hunted the large covert up from 
the backwater. But the man al-

ways stopped and considered 
“how to do this right” each time 
he worked the area. And the set-
ter, following his owner’s lead, 
sat quietly, as though he too was 
assessing the wind, moisture, 
and time of day, and pondering 
the imponderables of exactly 
where a ruffed grouse would 
be at that moment.

The setter’s cast away from 
the backwater took them along 
the riverbank, led them through 
a stretch of alders, then angled 
back toward the tangled growth 
of berries. Light bell sounds kept 
dog and hunter in touch, though 
for grouse covers the setter ran 
big, wide, and easy, his mouth 
open as if was drinking the 
wind. The dog ran precisely as 
the man trained him to run: at 
bell range, fast over earth that 
was his, stopping only when the 
breeze swirled in confusion, or 
when he winded grouse.

 It was the setter’s business 
to find birds, then the man’s 
to find the setter. It was the 
grouse’s job to outwit them 
both. At bottom, it was a ques-
tion of how often skill, experi-
ence, and thought can get the 
better of skittish paranoia and 
a complete knowledge of home 
ground.

 Near the thread of water, 
on the slope where aspens and 
berries bowed to each other, the 
setter did its job. The hunter 
turned and moved toward the 
final jangle of the bell, looking 
for white amid the hues of co


