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used on hidden and hard to 
see dummies to attract the dog 
and associate that scent with 
was something to retrieve. This 
will lead him to and investigate 
the scent of the real thing en-
countered when hunting even 
though he’s had no previous 
actual bird confrontation. It is 
then likely that he will “put it 
all together” when he’s either 
flushes a live bird or finds a 
dead one to pickup and re-
trieve. 

Used on the flat-floating 
scrub brush dummies, scent 
will encourage him to keep 
swimming towards the “game” 
even if unseen. The brushes also 
have a distinct advantage over 
most conventional training 
dummies. The bottled liquid 
scent is easy to apply and the 
bristles retain it longer. 

That’s all there is to it. Have 
at it. Don’t forget that like 
anything else in dog training, 
repetition and consistency lead 
to success. If you have a canine 
“hamburger helper“ one or 
two sessions with the brush 
dummy isn’t going to overcome 
and established fault. But a few 
sessions may prevent, quite 
a few sessions correct a mild 
case, and lots of sessions with 
some auxiliary techniques have 
a decent chance of cleaning up 
some pretty bad acts. 

With that behind us, let’s 
recognize that there is some 
“inquiring minds” who read 
something besides tabloids 
and informercial articles long 
on hype and short on informa-
tion. For those interested in ad-

ditional training tips, why this 
particular device works and 
pertinent background read on 
so you’ll better understand how 
to teach your dog to treat with 
respect the game you shoot that 
he retrieves. 

It’s been said that “neces-
sity is the mother invention”. 
I stumbled onto scrub-brush 
training tools when I ran into 
“hard mouth” and tried a rec-
ommend corrective methods, 
still being touted, which didn’t 
work for me. (Anyone who 
claims he has “invented“ or 
“started” anything innovative 
in dog training hasn’t been 
around much. So you may 
already have heard of using a 
brush dummy or reasoned in 
out independently as I did.) 

Back in the 1940’s, my 
hunting Cocker Spaniel, Tar, 
was naturally a “soft-mouth” 
retriever.... not unusual and 
more or less expected then. 
Duck hunters and upland bird 
hunters mostly “lucked out” 
when they acquired “natural 
hunters”. There weren’t many 
“trainers” who knew how to 
cope with dog problems. Gun 
dogs in those days weren’t 
trained or de-trained as they 
are today. For the most part 
dogs that didn’t learn on the job 
went by the wayside. Dogs that 
tenderize table fare were sum-
marily eliminated and dead 
dogs don’t pass on undesirable 
genes. 

Learning about dogs is a 
continuous and on-going proj-
ect and today I don’t know all 
there is to know of gun dogs 

and their training. But I knew 
a great deal less back then and 
was naive enough to believe 
that anything that got pub-
lished must be gospel. Unfortu-
nately, then as now, there’s no 
shortage of charlatans offering 
written advise on how to train 
dogs. 

So, when attending col-
lege under the G.I. Bill after 
World War II, I acquired for 
$12 at a farmer’s market my 
first but a Labrador Retriever 
(out of sound hunting/field 
trial breeding, which was one 
and the same then.) When she 
started destroying barn pigeons 
I was utilizing for training I 
turned to published experts for 
advice. 

Two suggestions were of-
fered, a nail spiked board as a 
retrieving dummy and lacing 
dead birds with large darning 
needles. So I rigged up a dead 
pigeon.... in fact, several be-
cause I thought I was benefiting 
from expert advice.

I can’t speak of others. May-
be it works for some dogs. But 
for me and my lab pup it was a 
disaster. So I never did it again. 
Clinker was bold and aggres-
sive as they come. The first time 
she clamped down on a darning 
needle bird, she yelped and spit 
it out. Probably a “soft” dog 
would have avoided pigeons 
thereafter, but Clinker was a 
tough one. She went back for 
more, much in the manner a 
badly-quilled terrier will con-
tinue to attack a porcupine, 
grabbing, yelping and tossing 
the bird into the air. True, dam-
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age to the bird fell a bit short 
of the gut-popping, bone-
crunching that had gone on. 
But blood poured from the 
roof of Clink’s mouth, her 
tongue and lips.

It didn’t take a Los Alamos 
alumni to decide to abandon 
this particular “training tip”. 
But Clinker was precocious 
(doing a decent job of hunt-
ing from the age of 5-months) 
and seemed well worth work-
ing with. Furthermore, by that 
time I had been introduced to 
retriever field trials by Dr. F. J. 
Pfeifer, the New London, WI 
physician and surgeon gener-
ally credited with being “the 
father” of the American Water 
Spaniel breed and Rollin Elwell, 
Appleton, WI, who’s 105-lb 
black Lab, Jigaboo was one of 
the top trial dogs in the state 
and the grandsire of Clinker. 
(Doc’s two Golden Retriever 
trial dogs, Boris and Marta, 
reflected in their names the 
generally accepted belief back 
then that Golden Retrievers 
were descended from some 
Russian herd dog, another spe-
cious dog-fact).

My first Lab was going to 
be a dual hunting/field trial 
dog, then a not unreasonable 
expectation. A high percent-
age of midwestern sportsmen 
got into the field trial game 
because they saw it as a means 
of polishing the performance of 
their duck and pheasant dogs 
and keeping them in shape dur-
ing the off-season. Tests were 
simple then as compared to 
today, when trials display the 
epitome in obedience training. 

But they were also fussier about 
a lot of other things like “line 
manners” and, you guessed it, 
“hard mouth.” Most judges ex-
amine every bird retrieved for 
any signs of this serious fault.

So, out of necessity, I had 
to give serious thought to cor-
recting Clinker’s problem. The 
idea of making it unpleasant 
for the dog when it crunched 
down on a bird or dummy 
seemed reasonable to me. But 
I needed a better training de-
vice. We had scrub brushes in 
the quonset hut that served as 
student housing for veterans. 
We had two dogs living in the 
house. From time to time, be-
ing strong “natural retrievers” 
they’d pick up a scrub brush 
and bring it to me. They’d also 
fetch it, gently, when I threw 
it for them, Eureka! Drill this 
hardmouthed Lab pup with a 
scrub-brush “dummy” until 
she got the idea that anything 
she was sent to fetch could be 
grasped firmly with respect.

Clinker went on to retrieve 
to hand over the next eleven 
years game birds of various 
sizes and shapes, hunting and 
field trialing. She delivered still-
living “crips” on many occa-

sions. But it was her practice to 
“take no prisoners” and some 
birds, while fit for the table, 
were marred; circumstances 
for this being explainable. Rec-
ognizing some of the realities 
of hunting situations and field 
performance by working gun 
dogs leads to making excuses 
for various causes.

Scrub brush dummies aren’t 
a guaranteed miracle cure for 
hard mouth. No tool or pro-
cedure will work with every 
dog. But since I have used them 
subsequently to salvage some 
retrievers that might otherwise 
be undesirable, I’m not blowing 
smoke.

If you have a pup with a 
“mouth problem” a scrub brush 
may clean it up. No harm will 
be done trying it, even if you 
discover that your suspected 
perpetrator isn’t guilty of that 
crime. Quite a few dogs are la-
beled “hard-mouth” but don’t 
deserve to be maligned. But this 
elementary training technique 
should at least be known by all 
retriever trainers.
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Publisher’s Pulpit

Did you ever have  
this conversation  
or one close to it?

Hey Pat, what happened 
to the Wilson Valley Training 
Club website, when I go there 
this week I get a 404 site not 
found error.

Didn’t you know the last 
person they had as a website 
person moved to St Louis?

And that means what? 

Well the new person works 
at the U and we saved $50 a 
year by moving the site to their 
place.

Isn’t that where the website 
was last year?

No last year we got a deal 
from Bill’s ex-wife who had 
the website on their schools 
system

OK so is everyone’s email at 
least going to be the same?

Yea right, you aren’t on the 
computer much are you; you 
gotta change with the times.

As funny or sad as it is 
that last interchange is not far 
from the truth these days. And 
there’s no one to blame. If we 
can save a club $50 on their 

tion up as a fast as a volunteer 
can get to it. And recently I 
stumbled upon a club website 
that has not been updated for 
FIVE years. There MUST be a 
better way.

So to make it easier for the 
world to find out about all the 
clubs and issues I will be put-
ting up a web page or so for 
each club, state and country. 
SO if you go to our Wisconsin 
page you will not only find out 
about the Madison Retriever 
Club’s trials and hunt tests, you 
will also find out about when 
the retrievers are in the show 
ring at Madtown.  I believe in 
a dual or multi-purpose dogs. 
Some clubs are breed specific, 
some clubs are show/field 
specific, we’ll have them all. We 
will have no field/show fights 
on our websites; it’s there to 
inform the entire public. 

Much as we’d like all this 
information on one great site, 
the way Google handles the 
web TODAY that is not the best 
way to do it. We own dozens of 
sites: Bdarn.com our primary 
site, but also RetrieverNews.
com for the retriever people, 
CanineToday for the lesser 
breeds…. Don’t quote me, I get 
in enough trouble. In addition 
breed specific sites like Brit-
tanyCenter.com where we stash 
all our Brittany stuff. 

We have no plans on put-
ting hundreds of copies of the 
same information on the web. 
So if you are on our Bird Dog 
& Retriever News site www.
Bdarn.com don’t be surprised 
if the link to the MN Brittany 

website which might help us 
rescue one more dog, most 
clubs will. The problem is we 
all need fresh members and by 
moving sites the public can’t 
find your club anymore, it 
might take 6 months for Google 
to catch up.

So in ride the good guys, 
with the white hat…. Actually 
my hat is multi-colored and 
has dreadlocks on it, makes me 
look like Bob Marley from the 
back…. But it get’s me past se-
curity on the cruise ship along 
with my Mc Donald’s cup full 
of Rum to get me through an-
other night of drinking without 
paying $12 a drink…. But less 
I digress.

As part of getting you the 
latest: news, bird counts, event 
dates, legislation, articles, new 
products and the ton of other 
things we offer our readers 
every month I spend about 6 
hours a day surfing the web. 
Couples times a day I will run 
into a site that has moved and 
I try to keep the links on our 
websites updated for that.

The problem is many times 
we have more information than 
the club website person and 
obviously they get the informa-

Everything In One Place!
By Dennis Guldan
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Club takes you to BrittanyCen-
ter.com and clicking on the Gun 
Show calendar on that site takes 
you back to Bdarn.com…. it’s 
the web it is all intertwined.

So how does this affect the 
most important person in this 
world… YOU! You can help us 
build this web of information. 
If you have trial or test results 
or a new event date, email them 
to us. Or if you are one of the 
several thousand people we are 
connected with on Facebook 
that will work too. We’ll put the 
information in the best place so 
the most people can get to it. 

And one other thing, WHEN 
you move your club website… 
AGAIN… it would be nice if 
you could drop me a line so I 
can pass that information to the 
ton of people that come to visit 
our many sites every month.

Bottom line we are here to 
help get out information to as 
many people as possible. So 
check in periodically and make 
sure we are doing our job and 
help us out where we are lack-
ing, we are trying our best.

See you one the web, Face-
book, at the shows, events and 
in the field!

Dennis G

Scooby & Jenny on 
their morning walk

Photo by 
Dennis Guldan
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 The ruffed grouse (Bonasa 
umbellus), a medium-sized, 
non-migratory bird found 
throughout the mountains of 
Appalachia, has an interesting 
history in Kentucky.

    No one knows 
for sure how widely 
distributed grouse 
were during the pre-
settlement era when 
old-growth forests 
covered an estimat-
ed 90 percent of the 
state.

    It’s been well-
documented that as 
Kentucky’s big tim-
ber was cut, grouse 
sightings in the re-
gion increased. In 
recent decades, the 
reverse has been true 
-- grouse population 
densities have se-
verely declined as 
Appalachia’s forests 
matured.

    “Historically, 
grouse populations 

have most likely gone up and 
down with forest condition,” 
said Dan Figert, assistant di-
rector of wildlife for the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources, and former 

small game program coordina-
tor. “In mature forests, grouse 

survive, but they don’t thrive. 
They are really an early succes-
sional species. They do best in 
forests with several different 
age classes of trees.”

    After 1930, when most of 
the Cumberland Plateau had 
been timbered, grouse numbers 
increased, offering good hunt-
ing for several decades begin-
ning in the 1940s.

    In the March 1950 issue 
of Happy Hunting Ground 
magazine, Frederick C. Hardy, 
Federal Air Project Leader, re-
ported that “cutting the climax 
forest, which helped spell doom 
for deer and turkey, actually im-
proved grouse habitat. Grouse 

populations are being 
studied by drumming 
counts and flushing 
counts. Drumming sites 
were almost without ex-
ception located on up-
lands, in second-growth 
hardwoods, as are a 
majority of nests.”

    The grouse is an 
omnivorous bird that 
spends most of its time 
on the ground, eating 
buds, leaves, berries, 
seeds and insects.

    It requires second 
growth forests for food, 
cover and nest sites.

    Males attract fe-
males by drumming or 
rapidly flapping their 
wings. Hens typically 
lay 10 to 14 eggs, which 
hatch in 23 days. Chicks, 

which stay with hens until late 
September, are fully grown in 

Ruffed Grouse Battling 
Changes In Habitat And 
High Natural Mortality

King of the Game Birds
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16 weeks.

    Grouse have a high natu-
ral mortality rate, so reproduc-
tive success is important to 
maintain population levels. 
In the north woods of the U.S. 
and Canada, grouse experi-
ence regular population cycles 
(highs and lows) every 10 to 12 
years.

    “Appalachian popula-
tions of grouse occur in much 
lower densities, but popula-
tions are more stable,” said John 
Morgan, small game program 
coordinator for Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife.

    In an attempt to expand 
the range of grouse in Ken-
tucky, birds were stocked at 
Land Between the Lakes begin-
ning in the early 1980s. During 
the 1990s, the trap and reloca-
tion efforts extended to several 
counties in central Kentucky, 
Pennyrile State Forest and Ft. 
Knox Military Reservation.

    “There were some initial 
successes, but over the past de-
cade populations have largely 
disappeared,” said Morgan. 
“We occasionally get reports of 
grouse sightings in central Ken-
tucky and we had one in Hart 
County a few years back.”

    Daniel Boone National 
Forest, the state’s largest area 
open to public hunting for 
grouse, has had no significant 
timber harvest in the past 20 
years. “Without question, a 
lack of early successional forest 
habitat has impacted grouse 
populations and hunter harvest 
in the forest,” said Morgan.

    While 
timber har-
vest on pri-
vate lands 
may have 
benefitted 
s o m e  l o -
cal popu-
lations of 
grouse, the 
maturation 
of forests in 
Appalachia 
continues to 
be the driv-
ing  force 
b e h i n d 
long-term 
population 
d e c l i n e s . 
Two natu-
ral events 
c r e a t e d 
some forest 
openings: 
the February 2003 ice storm 
that damaged thousands of 
acres of hardwood trees, and 
infestations of the southern 
pine beetle, first reported in 
the spring of 2000. However, 
Morgan said the overall benefit 
to grouse populations has been 
negligible.

    Typically, there is a spike 
in hunting activity, flush rates 
and grouse harvest during the 
final weeks of the season based 
on the annual Grouse Hunter 
Log Survey.

    “The leaves are off the 
trees, and ground cover is bro-
ken down (by snow and wind), 
so it’s much easier to see and 
get a shot at flushing grouse,” 
said Morgan. “Also, food is 
more limited, so birds spend 

more time mov-
ing around which makes them 
more susceptible to hunting.”

    Morgan estimates the 
number of Kentucky grouse 
hunters at about 15,000. “But 
we do know that on average it 
takes three to five hunts to har-
vest a single grouse,” he said.

    Today, grouse hunting 
season in Kentucky is legal in 
53 counties. The split season is 
118 days long. Grouse season 
opened Nov. 1 and closed Nov. 
12, 2010. The season opened 
again Nov. 15 and will close 
Feb. 28, 2011.

    The daily bag limit is four 
grouse.
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Field Care

“Mean Seeds” - A 
Threat To Your Sporting 

Whether you own  
a retriever, setter,  
a  point ing or 

spaniel breed, a beagle or one 
of the coonhound breeds, they 
all have one thing in common: 
they are canine athletes bred to 
perform specific task in what 
can be a very harsh environ-
ment.  Your sporting dog may 
be one that competes in field 
performance events or is used 
for hunting or both.  You have 
invested many dollars in train-
ing, feeding and veterinary 
care for your dog, because he/
she is worth it, he/she is your 

hunting companion.  He/she 
provides countless hours of 
dedicated service to you as you 
pursue your hunting passion.  
And nothing can ruin your day 
or hunting season like when 
your dog is injured or becomes 
sick. 

The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation, the non-profit 
world leader in funding sound 
canine health research, has 
allocated more than $450,000 
over the last several years to 
investigate prevention, treat-
ment and cures for injuries 
that occur in the field.  More 

than ten grants have been 
funded to study anterior and 
cruciate ligament rupture and 
nearly twenty grants have been 
funded to study various infec-
tious diseases that threaten our 
sporting dogs including ehrli-
chia, bartonella, brucellosis, 
leishmaniasis and leptospirosis, 
among others.

The most recent grant to 
benefit sporting dogs investi-
gates “mean seeds” and the role 
they play in grass awn migra-
tion disease.  In the sporting 
dog world, there is a percep-
tion among owners that there 
has been a dramatic escalation 
in the incidence of grass awn 
migration disease in the last 20 
years.

Grasses occur in a single 
large plant family that contains 
approximately 11,000 species 
(Chapman 1996).  Although the 
grasses share many important 
characteristics of their repro-
ductive structures, only a por-
tion of the species have awns 
and an even smaller group 
possess barbed awns of the type 
of concern to dogs.  The awn is 
part of the sheath that encloses 
the grass “seed.”  The awns ex-
tend beyond the seed and those 
with barbs aid in dispersal of 
the seeds.  One of the ways the 
seeds disperse is by attaching 
to things that come into contact 
with them.  Animals and their 
fur are important ways grass 
seeds get transported to new 
locations.  From an ecological 
standpoint, the attachment of 
grass seeds to sporting dogs is 
an important natural process.  
From the perspective of dogs 
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and their owners, it is a dan-
gerous threat. (AKC Canine 
Health Foundation Grant Ap-
plication)     

The barbed grass awns, or 
“mean seeds,” attach to a dogs 
coat and pierce the skin or are 
ingested or inhaled.  Once in a 
dog’s body, these mean seeds 
tend to migrate, leaving a trail 
of infection behind.  These 
infections cause illness that is 
difficult to diagnose, and can 
even be fatal.

It is suspected that the in-
crease of grass awn migration 
disease is due to inclusion of 
problem grasses such as Ca-
nadian Wild Rye and Virginia 
Rye in the approved lists for 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) lands.  The CRP was first 
described in the 1985 Farm Bill 
and it has been reauthorized in 
each subsequent Farm Bill.  The 
first land was enrolled in 1986.  
The most important feature of 
CRP is to encourage farmers 
to convert their marginal crop-

land acreage to peren-
nial vegetation that will 
protect the land from 
wind and water erosion 
(Farm Service Agency 
2010).  In addition to 
the protection against 
erosion, hunters and 
sportsman have seen 
the favorable response 
from wildlife to the CRP 
habitat improvements.  
In a large number of 
contracts the perenni-
al vegetation planted 
consists of a mixture of 
grasses.  Country wide 
there are more than 31 
million acres in active 

CPR contracts in 2010 (Farm 
Service Agency 2010). (AKC 
Canine Health Foundation 
Grant Application)

David Hopkins, AKC Del-
egate for the English Springer 
Spaniel Field Trial Club of Illi-
nois and Chair of the Delegate 
Field Trial and Hunting Test 
Committee was instrumen-
tal in bringing this concern 
to the attention of the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation’s 
grants committee.  Mr. Hop-
kins worked with Dr. William 
Lauenroth of the University of 
Wyoming and principal inves-
tigator for the study to submit 
the application to the AKC Ca-
nine Health Foundation

The primary goal of the 
study is to determine the 
frequency with which these 
barbed seeds are planted, so 
that sporting dog owners and 
field trialers can begin discus-
sions with the US Department 
of Agriculture to modify their 

recommended list of grasses to 
be planted on CRP lands.

Dr. Lauenroth stated, “If it 
can be determined that there 
has been a dramatic increase 
in both the incidence of the dis-
ease and the quantity of barbed 
seeds planted in CRP lands, 
such determination would 
surely factor significantly into 
improvements in veterinary 
diagnostic and treatment proto-
cols, overall education for dog 
owners, and preventative or 
remedial measures for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
approach to CRP plantings.”

This important research has 
been sponsored by the Golden 
Retriever Foundation, English 
Springer Spaniel Field Trial 
Association, English Springer 
Spaniel Field Trial Association 
Foundation, National Amateur 
Retriever Club, Labrador Re-
triever Club, Spinone Club of 
America, German Shorthaired 
Pointer Club of America Boykin 
Spaniel Society and the AKC 
Humane Fund.

For more information about 
this and other research the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation has 
funded or how you can help 
fund additional research visit 
www.akcchf.org/research.

For more information about 
research on the “Mean Seed” 
article above, please contact 
Cathy Lewis at regent@rain-
treess.com or by phone at 262-
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Alpha Books we 
offer you an excerpt from The 

complete Idiots Guide To 
Puppies by M.A.Gorman 

The Importance of Socializing Your 
Puppy

In This Chapter
• Socialization defined
• The importance of socialization
• Identifying opportunities for socializa-

tion
• What to do with an undersocialized pup
Just like human children, puppies need social 

interaction from a very early age. Puppies that 
aren’t introduced to people, other dogs, and 
other animals early develop all sorts of problems 
later in life. Your puppy needs you, certainly, 
but he also needs you to introduce him to the 
world.

What Is Puppy Socialization?
When a puppy comes into the world, he is 

surrounded by a very few creatures-his mother, 
littermates, breeder, and the breeder’s family. 
Studies show that the personality and behavior 
of a mature dog will be affected strongly by his 
interactions with this small group of beings dur-
ing his first 12 weeks of life.

The behavior of a young puppy of 8 to 12 
weeks of age is largely the product of genetics 
and how the breeder has managed his activities 
and environment. The influence that a puppy’s 
mother, littermates, and breeder have over his 
adult disposition cannot be overstated because 
that influence forms the roots of the process 
known as “socialization” - the development of 
interactive skills with members of his own and 
other species and learning to be comfortable in 
different situations and environments. If you 
brought your puppy home before 12 weeks’ then 
you and your family will also play an integral 
role in socializing your puppy.

Mom and Siblings

The first part of puppy socialization involves 
being with a pup’s mother and his littermates. 
Mom makes sure that the puppy is safe and 
sound, well-fed, clean, and warm. She also acts 
as his first disciplinarian, correcting the puppy 
when he does something that might endanger 
him or that annoys her.

From his littermates, the puppy learns how 
to interact with members of his own species. 
If you’ve ever watched puppies play together, 
their games are “designed” to teach them about 
dominance and submission, mating behavior, 
and to stimulate the development of their senses 
and physical abilities. Puppies that have no lit-
termates or that were separated from their litter-
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mates too early typically have 
difficulty interacting with dogs 
later in life. Not knowing how 
to react when confronted by a 
member of their own species, 
they tend to be either overly shy 
or aggressive.

First People
Good breeders try hard 

to make sure that puppies re-
ceive a lot of human attention 
and touching during their first 
seven weeks of life. Cuddling, 
playing, and light grooming 
by the breeder during the first 
seven weeks allows the puppy 
to learn to trust and interact 
with people. Without this in-
volvement in their lives, they 
tend to have difficulty forming 
relationships with or being 
comfortable around people. 
Dogs isolated from humans at 
an early age tend to become 
one-person dogs. They usually 
do not blend well into homes 
that contain multiple children 
or several adults. Clearly these 
are generalizations, and excep-
tions to every rule exist.

In most situations, breeders 
provide what the puppies need 
for correct socialization with 
little effort expended. They 
keep the puppies until they are 
eight weeks of age (sometimes 
12 weeks or longer depending 
on the breed) before allowing 
them to go to their new homes. 
The mother is left with the pup-
pies throughout most of this 
period.

After four or five weeks, 
mom will be allowed to spend 
time away from the pups, but 
she will still be with them for 

several visits each day. Most 
breeders try to expose their 
pups to many different stimu-
lating environments or situa-
tions so that they can learn to 
respond to the many different 
situations to develop confi-
dence in themselves. Their curi-
osity needs to be stimulated.

It’s the job of a good breeder 
to provide the puppy with an 
environment that prepares him 
for life among humans, occa-
sional encounters with other 
animals, and the ability to be 
comfortable in a wide range of 
situations and environments. 
After you take your puppy 
home, it’s up to you to continue 
the socialization process since 
your puppy is still developing 
behavioral patterns. In fact, the 
first few weeks in your home 
are some of the most important 
in the socialization process.

I recommend keeping the 
puppy’s schedule full for the 
first few days in your home in 
an effort to limit any loss he 
might feel from being separated 
from his littermates and moth-
er. After your puppy, becomes 
adjusted to your home, you 
should make every effort to ex-
pand the puppy’s environment 
and expose her to new things. 
During this stage of their lives, 
puppies should be around as 
many different people and ani-
mals as possible.

Socializing your puppy 
means providing quality time. 
Give him lots of attention and 
affection. Pet him and call him 
by his chosen name. Introduce 
him to your neighbors, mail 

carrier, newspaper delivery 
person, and others who come 
to your home regularly. Show 
children how to pet him.

Socialization isn’t about 
forcing your puppy into scary 
situations but rather about cre-
ating pleasant associations with 
new events and faces. Keep 
these things in mind:

• What a puppy learns early 
in life stays with him for life.

• Between one month and 
three months old, a puppy gets 
almost all of his adult sensory, 
motor, and learning abilities.

• The more loving interac-
tion you have with your pet, 
the better.

• Include a little work in 
your play times and a lot of 
play in your work times. Make 
learning fun!

• As soon as your veteri-
narian says it is safe, introduce 
your pup to the sights and 
sounds of his world. Make this 
fun by praising him and giving 
him a kibble when he explores 
his world.

As you socialize and train 
your puppy, remember that 
puppies are eager to please. 
Reward your puppy for good 
behavior by praising him. A 
little praise goes a long way in 
helping your puppy become 
an endearing companion. The 
bottom line is, involve the 
puppy as much as you can in 
your daily activities. She will 
be well socialized and happy. 
Besides, that’s the reason you 


