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needed, and if we get a break we 
will see the benefits next fall. If not, 
then hunters will need to adjust 
their expectations in 2011.”

Midwinter water-
fowl Survey CoM-

pleted
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey revealed 
an estimated 7,300 Canada geese 
wintering on the Missouri River in 
early January.

Game management section lead-
er Mike Johnson said numerous 
snowstorms in December with 
below zero temperatures pushed 
most waterfowl out of the state. 
“Late fall was generally warm 
and mild through Thanksgiving, 
but December’s weather pushed 
a lot of geese through the area,” 
he said.

Johnson said it’s likely this year’s 
count is underestimated because 
of poor lighting conditions during 
the morning of the survey, and the 
tight flocking behavior of roosting 
geese.

Last year, 25,400 geese were stag-
ing on the Missouri River in North 
Dakota during the midwinter sur-
vey. In 2009, only 9,700 geese were 
counted. Between 2005 and 2008, 
a new record high was established 
every year, reaching 175,000 geese 
in 2008. Record numbers in the 
mid-to-late 2000s coincided with 
years of unseasonably mild winter 
weather.

From 1998 to 2004, the number 
of Canada geese on the river dur-
ing the midwinter survey was 
between 2,000 and 89,000. Prior 

to 1998, the count was rarely more 
than 10,000.

oklahoMa
free waterfowl re-
port to help hunt-

erS plan SeCond 
half of SeaSon

 The second portion of the Okla-
homa waterfowl season in Zones 
1 and 2 will reopen Dec. 11, and 
hunters can receive updates on 
their favorite hunting spots from 
home by e-mail.

 The Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation’s weekly 
news release includes periodic 
waterfowl reports throughout 
the entire waterfowling season, 
and sportsmen can receive the 
information in their e-mail box by 
signing up on the Department’s 
Web site at wildlifedepartment.
com. The next Waterfowl Report 
is slated for the second week of 
December.

 The Wildlife Department works 
with cooperators across the state 
that help compile the reports. As 
a result, waterfowlers get the most 
up to date information. According 
to Alan Stacey, wetland develop-
ment biologist for the Wildlife 
Department, the waterfowl report 
is useful for hunters who have 
inflexible work schedules. He 
also advises hunters to watch the 
weather to increase their chances 
of picking the right day to go wa-
terfowl hunting.

 “Northern cold fronts approach-
ing our state during the hunting 
season are the ‘triggers’ which can 
increase bird numbers overnight,” 
Stacey said. “Bird movements 
moving just ahead of or during the 
front are common, and choosing 
the right day to go afield can often 
be critical.”

 Stacey also said hunters ben-

efit from “fresh” birds moving 
through the state, since many have 
not yet been conditioned by local 
hunting pressure.

 Waterfowl hunters can sign up 
to receive the entire weekly news 
release by e-mail or choose to only 
receive the waterfowl reports. Sto-
ries in each week’s news release 
provide subscribers with timely, 
local information on everything 
from hunting and fishing news 
to eagle and bat-watching activi-
ties, and they refer readers to ad-
ditional sources of information 
on topics relating to Oklahoma’s 
outdoors.

 Hunters who wish to participate 
in the waterfowl season must 
have a resident or non-resident 
hunting license. Additionally, 
waterfowl hunters must have a 
current Federal Duck Stamp and 
an Oklahoma Waterfowl License, 
unless exempt. The federal duck 
stamp costs $15 and is available 
at U.S. Post Offices. Hunters pur-
suing sandhill cranes must also 
purchase a separate sandhill crane 
hunting permit.

 Hunters should consult the cur-
rent “Oklahoma Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Guide” for complete hunting 
regulations and license require-
ments. The guide is available free 
online at wildlifedepartment.com 
or at locations across the state 
that sell hunting licenses or other 
sporting goods gear.

oregon
dog training advi-
Sory group MeetS 

feb. 24
Agency makes temporary rule to 

clarify legal training
 The first meeting of an advisory 

group that will advise ODFW in its 
revision of hunting dog and falcon 
training rules will be Feb. 24 at 


