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spring months can continue to 
produce heavy snow fall.

 Especially hard hit are resident 
wildlife populations, such as, an-
telope, mule deer, pheasants, tur-
key’s and Hungarian partridge. 

 The National Weather Service 
in Glasgow, MT. has reported 
Wibaux has accumulated 39.9 
inches of snow, Glendive 26.2, 
Bloomfield 38.0 and Sidney 42 
inches. Accumulation in south-
eastern Montana is above normal 
and snow is predicted to continue 
to move into the region.

 During the previous several 
years’ winter conditions have been 
comparably mild resulting in very 
limited mortality among resident 
wildlife populations. Populations 
responded with an increase in 
numbers that were consistently 
above the normal long term aver-
age. This population expansion 
provided FWP wildlife biologists 
an opportunity to increase and lib-
eralize hunting permit and license 
opportunities. Conversely, FWP 
biologists must respond to re-
duced population levels through a 
reduction, or perhaps elimination 
of some permit and license’s. FWP 
biologists must respond to current 
conditions, winter mortality, herd 
health and trend survey results.

 Impacts to upland game bird 
populations may be severe in 
some locations. Snow conditions 
restrict the bird’s ability to forage 
and prolonged cold begins to wear 
the bird’s resistance down. Cold 
increases the daily nutritional re-
quirements and over time it uses 
up the fat reserves the birds need 
to weather such harsh conditions. 
In most locations birds are con-
centrated around hay stacks, tree 
rows and farm yards. These loca-
tions can provide a food source for 
wildlife in harsh winter conditions 
but prolonged exposure to deep 

cold and snow may result in win-
ter mortality.

 Resident wildlife populations 
experienced a tough winter last 
year and so far this year snow 
and cold temperatures have been 
worse. FWP personnel are already 
seeing incidents of winter mortal-
ity. Surveys by wildlife biologists 
found antelope numbers to be 30 
– 40% below the long term average 
in the fall of 2010. Mule deer sur-
veys found the population to be 
12% below the long term average. 
It can reasonably be expected that 
future surveys will find reduced 
population numbers. Wildlife 
populations can be predicted to 
suffer winter mortality due to 
these severe winter conditions. 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks will com-
plete another sequence of surveys 
prior to setting 2011 hunting sea-
son quotas but it is reasonable to 
assume, if current conditions per-
sist that harvest quotas for mule 
deer does and antelope may have 
to be reduced.

 So far white-tail deer and elk 
populations seem to be weather-
ing the harsh winter conditions. 
The public needs to know that our 
sustained winter conditions are 
having impacts on our local wild-
life which may result in reduced 
hunter opportunity in the future.

The hunTer har-
vesT survey Is un-

derway
Now that hunting season is over, 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
is calling 160,000 hunters to gather 
harvest information on this year’s 
hunt.

The survey asks hunters three 
questions: which district did they 

hunt, how many days did they 
spend there and what did they 
harvest?

Wildlife managers call the re-
search vital to setting the next 
seasons hunting limit.

“The survey is also a useful tool 
to get other information,” said 
Keri Wash, FWP harvest survey 
coordinator. “We record reports 
of where and when people have 
seen wolves and it helps with the 
general wildlife distribution infor-
mation that we gather.”

The hunter harvest surveys will 
continue through March.

upland Game BIrd 
CounCIl To meeT In 

helena
An advisory council working to 

develop recommendations on a 
plan to guide Montana’s upland 
game bird enhancement program 
will meet in Helena Jan. 11 - 12 
to review the final draft Upland 
Game Bird Enhancement Program 
strategic plan. The meeting will 
be held at the Hampton Inn, 725 
Carter Drive, beginning at 8 a.m.

“The 12-member Upland Game 
Bird Enhancement Program Coun-
cil has met since July 2009, and has 
worked diligently on recommen-
dations to improve the program,” 
said Debbie Hohler, Upland Game 
Bird Enhancement Program Co-
ordinator. The public is invited to 
attend the meeting and may pro


