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in DNR or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) ownership;

 * Maximize waterfowl habitat on 
1,553 shallow lakes that abut fed-
eral, state or county ownership;

 * Increase wildlife management 
on 201 shallow lakes with public 
access sites but no adjacent public 
land, especially those already des-
ignated as Migratory Waterfowl 
Feeding and Resting Areas; and

 * Increase awareness and protec-
tion of lakes that contain natural 
stands of wild rice, an important 
waterfowl food.

The DNR’s new moist soil man-
agement guide is a 60-page docu-
ment that details how to create 
and manage temporary wetlands 
that mimic naturally occurring 
seasonal wetlands. This document 
will accelerate the DNR’s ability to 
design, fund and construct moist-
soil units similar to those on the 
Thief Lake, Roseau River, Teal 
Lake and Lac Qui Parle wildlife 
management areas. It also will be a 
tool that other waterfowl-minded 
organizations can use.

Dave Schad, DNR Fish and 
Wildlife division director, said the 
moist soil guide will be a valuable 
resource inside and outside the 
agency.

“It’s a cookbook for how to cre-
ate temporary wetlands by ma-
nipulating water by the inch rather 
than the foot,” Schad said. “We 
have trained our staff on these new 
guidelines. We’re looking forward 
to getting projects on the ground 
this spring and summer.”

The shallow lakes plan signing 
ceremony was conducted in Min-
neapolis as part of the 71st Mid-
west Fish and Wildlife Association 
annual meeting.

DNR Releases stRa-
tegic coNseRva-

tioN ageNDa 2009-
2013

A new plan, which sets strategic 
direction for natural resources and 
measures conservation results, 
has just been released by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

The DNR “Strategic Conserva-
tion Agenda 2009-2013, Part II: 
Performance and Accountability 
Report” clearly explains the role 
natural resources play in the 
state’s quality of life and economic 
prosperity. The agenda provides a 
framework for responding to Min-
nesota’s conservation challenges.

The Agenda, a companion piece 
to Part I issued in 2009, uses 83 
measurable indicators and targets 
to summarize natural resource 
conditions, DNR management 
activities, and results that the DNR 
strives to accomplish.

While Part I described the three 
driving trends that shape the 
state’s natural resources and de-
fined a core set of strategies to 
address these challenges in an 
integrated and comprehensive 
way, Part II tracks progress toward 
those conservation goals with se-
lect indicators.

A special section on natural re-
sources and economic prosperity 
introduces the key performance 
indicators. They are organized 
under five themes: waters and wa-
tersheds, natural lands, fisheries 
and wildlife, outdoor recreation, 
and organization effectiveness.

Examples of indicators include:
 * Aquatic invasive species: Num-

ber of water bodies infested with 
Eurasian watermilfoil and zebra 
mussels.

 * Forest conservation easements: 
Acres of permanent forest conser-
vation easements

 * Ruffed grouse: Ruffed grouse 
harvest levels.

 * State park visitation: Number 
of visitors and overnight guests at 
state parks and recreation areas.

 * Renewable energy use and 
carbon emissions: Percent renew-
able energy used at DNR facilities; 
carbon emissions from DNR facili-
ties and fleet.

“Minnesotans care deeply about 
their natural resources, as evi-
denced by the passage of the 
2008 Legacy Amendment,” said 
DNR Commissioner Mark Hol-
sten. “These reports detail how 
we have developed conservation 
strategies, and even reinvented the 
department, to achieve significant 
results.”

Mississippi
MDWFp biologists 
Fly aeRial WateR-
FoWl suRveys iN 

the Mississippi Del-
ta FRoM NoveMbeR 

to JaNuaRy. 
Surveys are typically conducted 

four times a year along randomly 
selected transects. As we fly along 
the east-west transects, we count 
all of the ducks within a 250-me-
ter strip. Each group of ducks is 
recorded with a Global Position-
ing System (GPS) to generate 
the maps below. We then use the 
total number of ducks counted 
along the transects to calculate 
an estimate of all of the ducks 
in the Mississippi Delta . While 
not a complete count of all wa-
terfowl, these estimates provide 
an accurate index of waterfowl 
abundance throughout the Delta. 
For more information on how the 


