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The proposals cover a variety 
of subjects including wildlife 
management areas, game refuges 
furbearer hunting, turkey hunt-
ing, waterfowl hunting and minor 
changes to habitat stamp contest 
judging rules.

“Many of the rule changes in-
cluded in this package have been 
discussed and supported at past 
public input meetings and are 
currently in effect as temporary 
rules,” said Jason Abraham, DNR 
season setting specialist. “In this 
process we’re making these rules 
permanent and we’re encouraging 
anyone with an interest in wildlife 
to comment.”

Provisions being proposed in this 
rule package include:

 * Modify various special provi-
sions for wildlife management 
areas and state game, goose and 
waterfowl refuges.

 * Modifying season for hunting 
and trapping raccoon, fox, badger 
and opossum.

 * Clarify snaring provisions.
 * Modify provisions for trans-

porting and possessing incidental-
ly taken fisher, otter, pine marten 
or bobcat.

 * Establish a 30-day fall turkey 
season and modify requirements 
for muzzleloaders used in turkey 
hunting.

 * Modify goose zones, season 
dates and provisions for hunting 
on refuges to reflect a lengthened 
Canada goose season and the 
elimination of the late Canada 
goose season.

 * Modify application procedures, 
reproduction rights, design stan-
dards and judging requirements 
for pictorial stamp contests.

The DNR will accept written 
comments supporting or oppos-
ing the rule changes through 4:30 

p.m. on Feb. 28. Comments may 
be submitted to: Jason Abraham, 
Box 20 Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette 
Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4020 or 
by e-mail at Jason.Abraham@dnr.
state.mn.us.

DNR aims to boost 
wateRfowl popu-
latioNs thRough 
New appRoaches

Two new tactics to add more 
ducks to Minnesota’s skies were 
the focus of a signing ceremony 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, attended by 
leaders of Ducks Unlimited, the 
Minnesota Waterfowl Association 
and other conservation organiza-
tions.

The gathering, convened by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), celebrated the 
formal signing of the state’s first-
ever shallow lakes plan and the 
publication of new state guidelines 
for creating and managing tempo-
rary wetlands.

“Hunters want more ducks. We 
do, too,” said Mark Holsten, DNR 
commissioner. “To make this hap-
pen, we are refocusing our sights 
on existing public ownership. Our 
goal is to improve what we have 
and create what we don’t.”

Holsten said the agency will 
accomplish the latter by increas-
ing agency emphasis on building 
very shallow, food-filled seasonal 
wetlands on state-owned Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs). The 
building and managing of sea-
sonal wetlands is called moist soil 
management. These temporary 
wetlands can be powerful magnets 
for attracting migrating ducks in 
spring and fall and provide critical 
food resources for both ducks as 
well as shorebirds.

These two strategies will compli-
ment the agency’s other pillars of 
waterfowl management, which 
are providing refuge and feeding 
areas and creating multi-square 
mile complexes of grassland and 
water.

“The agency’s focus on more 
aggressively and intensively man-
aging what we own is the right 
move for the times,” Holsten said. 
“We’ve spent decades building 
our WMA habitat base. Now we 
need to reinvest in making it the 
best.”

Waterfowl leaders at Tuesday’s 
ceremony supported the agency’s 
shift in direction.

“We like it,” said Ryan Heini-
ger, Ducks Unlimited director of 
conservation programs in Min-
nesota and Iowa. “Shallow lakes 
are the cornerstone of Minnesota’s 
remaining habitat. Improving 
these basins meets the goals of the 
DNR’s duck recovery plan and 
our Living Lakes conservation 
initiative.”

“Our organization was founded 
on the importance of shallow lakes 
to Minnesota waterfowl,” said 
Brad Nylin, executive director of 
the Minnesota Waterfowl Associa-
tion. “It makes sense to maximize 
the potential of these assets.”

The DNR’s new shallow lakes 
plan is a 53-page blueprint for 
rebuilding waterfowl populations 
by focusing on managing 1,800 of 
Minnesota’s shallow lakes. The 
plan’s primary objectives are to:

 * Assess the habitat quality of 
Minnesota’s shallow lakes so man-
agement and protection efforts can 
be prioritized;

 * Maximize waterfowl habitat 
efforts on all 200 shallow lakes that 
are currently Designated Wildlife 
Lakes or located completely with-


