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Division agents Lt. Eric Stokes and 
Sgt. Marcus Constance assisted 
USFWS special agents in the case. 
U.S. Assistant District Attorney 
Nicole Snyder prosecuted the 
case.

For more information, contact 
Adam Einck at 225-765-2465 or 
aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

Minnesota
Minnesota truM-

peter swan popula-
tion tops 5,500

A statewide aerial survey con-
ducted Jan. 5 - 8 revealed that the 
population of trumpeter swans in 
Minnesota has more than doubled 
in the last five years, according 
Larry Gillette, wildlife manager 
for Three Rivers Park District, 
which organized the survey.

The survey was coordinated by 
Three Rivers Park District in con-
junction with Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Nongame Wildlife Program and 
The Trumpeter Swan Society. It is 
conducted every five years as part 
of a U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) effort to de-
termine the number 
of trumpeter swans 
in North America. 
The funding for the 
aerial portion of the 
survey was provided 
by USFWS.

“The results are ac-
tually higher than 
a lmost  everyone 
expected,” said Gil-
lette. “Conditions 
were ideal for the 
survey this winter, 
because deep snow 
kept swans out of ag-
ricultural fields where they would 
be hard to see, and cold weather 

reduced the number of areas with 
open water.”

The final count in Minnesota was 
5,362 trumpeter swans found at 
20 locations in 14 counties. In ad-
dition, some trumpeters that nest 
in Minnesota migrate to Iowa, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Illinois, Okla-
homa and Kansas for the winter. 
The estimate is that around 600 
trumpeters migrate from Min-
nesota. Adding these migrant 
swans to the number counted in 
Minnesota adds up to almost 6,000 
birds.

However, some Minnesota swans 
have spilled over the border and 
are now nesting in the Kenora 
District of western Ontario. These 
birds migrate back to Minnesota 
for the winter and are counted in 
the survey. Therefore, the actual 
number of trumpeter swans pres-
ent in Minnesota in September, 
2010 is estimated at 5,500. The 
population estimate in 2005 was 
slightly more than 2,000 trumpet-
ers, so the population has been 
growing at more than 20 percent 
per year.

Trumpeter swans are the largest 
North American waterfowl. They 

once nested across Minnesota but 
were hunted to extinction in Min-

nesota for their meat and feathers 
by the 1880s. In 1979, Three Riv-
ers Park District (then Hennepin 
County Park Reserve District) 
began releasing trumpeter swans 
in park reserves just west of Min-
neapolis in the first effort to restore 
this species to Minnesota.

The DNR Nongame Wildlife Pro-
gram joined the restoration effort 
in the mid-1980s. DNR biologists 
collected eggs in Alaska, raised the 
chicks in captivity and released 
the swans at two years of age in 
western Minnesota. This joint 
effort resulted in a spectacular 
wildlife restoration success story. 
Trumpeter swans now nest across 
almost all of Minnesota and have 
expanded their range northward 
into western Ontario, Canada.

Hunter safety in-
structors/Men-
tors needed for 
next generation 

of Hunters
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) is look-
ing for people who would like 

to pass on to oth-
ers their passion for 
hunting by serving 
as volunteer instruc-
tor/mentors for the 
DNR’s  F irearms 
Safety Hunter Edu-
cation Program.

The goal is to have 
10 instructors/men-
tors in every com-
munity across the 
state.

“You can make an 
amazing difference 
in the lives of young 
people by volunteer-

ing to serve,” said Capt. Mike 
Hammer, DNR Enforcement Edu-


