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 Species  2011 2010 5-year Avg. 
 Atlantic Brant 1,600 1,000 1,300
 Black Duck      3,500 3,200 2,200
 Bufflehead       1,200 1,100    800
 Canada Goose 3,800 4,800 

3,400
 Canvasback      100      0         

100
 Mallard             2,600 2,500 

1,400
 Merganser        1,100   900  

1,200
 Mute Swan          700   700   800
 Long-tailed Duck 600 200 200
 Common Goldeneye 1,000 400 

700
 Scaup                 5,400  800  

2,000
 * rounded to nearest hundred 

Delaware
Three men 

chargeD wiTh 
game violaTions 
involving waTer-

fowl
DNREC Division of Fish and 

Wildlife Enforcement agents on 
Jan. 29 arrested three men in a field 
near Smyrna for game violations.

Melvin J. Durand, age 57, of 
Smyrna, was arrested and charged 
with one count of over limit of 
Canada geese and two counts of 
unlawfully taken game. Melvin J. 
Durand Jr., age 37, of Harrington, 
and Edward M. Ruebeck, age 33, 
of New Castle, were both arrested 
and charged with one count of 
over limit of Canada geese and one 
count of unlawfully taken game. 
Four illegally taken geese were 
taken as evidence. All three men 
were fined and released.

Citizens are encouraged to re-
port fish and wildlife violations 
to the Delaware Fish and Wildlife 
Enforcement Section at 302-739-
4580.

floriDa
YouTh waTerfowl 
hunTing DaYs are 

feb. 5-6
The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice established Feb. 5-6 as Youth 
Waterfowl Hunting Days.

These select days are a great 
opportunity to get young people 
outdoors and to introduce them 
to the excitement of waterfowl 
hunting.

The statewide, two-day season 
allows children younger than 16 
years old – with adult supervi-
sion – to hunt waterfowl, coots and 
common moorhens. Supervisors 
(18 years or older) must be pres-
ent and may assist young hunters, 
but state regulations prohibit the 
supervisors from hunting. Hunt-
ers younger than 16 years of age 
do not need licenses, permits or 
federal duck stamps.

All regulations and bag limits 
for hunting waterfowl apply to 
this two-day season. Hunting 
regulations are available online at 
MyFWC.com/Hunting or in the 
FWC’s waterfowl and coot seasons 

brochure, available at county tax 
collectors’ offices.

iDaho
sage-grouse work-

ing group seeks 
commenT on con-

servaTion plan
No other bird better symbolizes 

Idaho’s high desert country than 
the greater sage-grouse.

Sage-grouse were once abundant 
in sagebrush habitats of the west-
ern United States and Canada, but 
they have been on the decline in 
recent years largely due to changes 
and impacts to habitat.

The East Idaho Uplands Sage-
grouse Local Working Group, 
which began in February 2007, has 
developed a draft conservation 
plan that provides information, 
guidance and conservation tools 
for protecting and enhancing 
sage-grouse populations and their 
habitats in the uplands of eastern 
Idaho.

This plan, which is available for 
public review and comment, was 
prepared through collaboration by 
members from diverse perspec-
tives, including representatives 
of relevant government agencies 
(including Idaho Fish and Game), 
tribes, non-government organi-
zations, hunters, conservation 
groups, landowners, livestock 
operators and interested individu-
als in a manner that supports sage-
grouse and a healthy diversity and 
abundance of wildlife species and 
human uses.

Anyone who would like to re-
view this plan, may find a copy 
on Fish and Game’s Web site at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
cms/hunt/grouse/conserve_
plan/eastIdUplandsDraftPlan.
pdf. It is currently included as 
Appendix J of Fish and Game’s 


