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Hunting Private Land:
Hunters must obtain permission 

to hunt on private land, whether 
that land is posted or not. Hunters 
wishing to hunt on private land 
should seek permission from the 
landowner or lessee well in ad-
vance of their planned hunt.

Harvest Information Program:
Hunters are reminded to regis-

ter with the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) and get their HIP 
number before heading out into 
the field. Hunters must write their 
HIP number in the space provided 
on their small-game license. HIP 
numbers can be obtained by call-
ing 1-866-265-6447 or on the Inter-
net at: www.colohip.com

The HIP is a joint U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and DOW pro-
gram designed to improve small-
game migratory bird-harvest 
estimates. Colorado requires all 
small-game hunters to sign up 
with HIP to help the DOW better 
estimate harvest for species that 
are difficult to address through 
general, small-game surveys.

2010 Small Game Brochure:
For more information on small-

game regulations, season dates 
and bag-and-possession limits, 
please pick up a copy of the 2010 
Colorado Small Game brochure. 
Brochures are available at any 
DOW office or license agents state-
wide. An electronic version can 
be downloaded at the Division’s 
website at:

http://wildlife.state.co.us/NR/
rdonlyres/780A905D-8639-4EB1-
BBA0-20BBE1F915A8/0/small-
game.pdf

ConneCtiCut
2011 Midwinter wa-

terfowl Survey 

reSultS HigHeSt 
nuMber of duCkS 

Counted SinCe 1999
Staff from the Connecticut De-

partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) conducted the an-
nual Midwinter Waterfowl Survey 
on January 4 and 6, 2011. The total 
number of ducks observed dur-
ing the survey – 22,926 – was the 
highest since 1999, and the puddle 
duck count was the highest since 
1985. The survey is conducted 
throughout the Atlantic Flyway, 
and is used as an index of long-
term wintering waterfowl trends. 
The Atlantic Flyway is a bird 
migration route that generally fol-
lows the Atlantic Coast of North 
America and the Appalachian 
Mountains. In Connecticut, the 
survey is conducted from a heli-
copter and a census is obtained 
from the coast, the three major 
river systems, and selected inland 
lakes and reservoirs.

Survey conditions for the 2011 
Midwinter Waterfowl Survey 
were excellent. Prolonged cold 
weather in the weeks prior to 
the survey resulted in many of 
the inland lakes and ponds being 
frozen. When inland water areas 
freeze, waterfowl concentrate 
along the coast and on the major 
river systems. Clear skies and light 
winds on the day of the survey led 
to unlimited visibility and good 
flying conditions.

Counts of all puddle ducks were 
above their short-term (5-year) 
averages. The mallard count was 
the highest in over 15 years, as 
was the count for American black 
ducks. American wigeon and 
gadwall counts also were above 
their respective five-year averages. 
Following a recent trend, how-
ever, many puddle ducks were 
observed in urban sanctuaries, of-

ten associated with supplemental 
feeding activities.

“The Department discourages 
citizens from feeding waterfowl 
for a number of reasons, including 
increased risk of disease transmis-
sion and potential for poor nutri-
tion” said Rick Jacobson, Director 
of the DEP Wildlife Division. 
The Department has published 
a brochure, “Do Not Feed Water-
fowl,” that outlines the potential 
hazards of feeding waterfowl. It 
is available on the Department’s 
Web site at www.ct.gov/dep/lib/
dep/wildlife/pdf_files/game/
NoFeedWF.pdf.

The scaup count was well above 
that of 2010 and the highest since 
1999. Despite a relatively high 
count this year, scaup wintering 
numbers in Connecticut continue 
to be lower than historical counts. 
The decline in the continental 
scaup population continues to 
be of concern for biologists na-
tionwide. Habitat changes on the 
scaup’s breeding grounds may be 
a factor in the long-term decline 
of the population. Eiders were not 
observed in the survey, but the 
number of scoters observed was 
higher than in 2010. Mergansers 
were abundant and above the 
levels observed in 2010, but under 
the five-year average.

Atlantic brant numbers were 
higher than in 2010 and above 
the recent average. Canada goose 
counts were once again high for 
this survey.
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