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which this year is the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica).

Entries need to be original, 
“hand drawn” and in the medium 
(or combination) of the artist’s 
choosing, except that no photo-
graphic process, digital art, metal-
lic paints or fluorescent paints may 
be used in the finished design. 
Photographs, computer-generated 
art, art produced from a computer 
printer or other computer/me-
chanical output device (air brush 
method excepted) are not eligible 
to be entered into the contest and 
will be disqualified. All entries 
must be accompanied by a com-
pleted participation agreement, 
entry form and a non-refundable 
$50 entry fee. These forms and the 
official rules are available online at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/duckstamp.

Entries will be judged at a public 
event to be held in Sacramento in 
May. The judges’ panel, which will 
consist of experts in the fields of 
ornithology, conservation, art and 
printing, will choose first-, second- 
and third-place winners, along 
with an honorable mention.

Since 1971 the California Duck 
Stamp Program’s yearly contest 
has attracted top wildlife artists 
from around the country. All pro-
ceeds generated from stamp sales 
go directly to waterfowl conserva-
tion projects throughout Califor-
nia. In past years, hunters were 
required to purchase and affix the 
stamp to their hunting license pri-
or to hunting for waterfowl. This 
year, California has moved to an 
automated licensing system, and 
the hunters are no longer required 
to carry the physical stamps in the 
field (proof of purchase prints di-
rectly onto the license). However, 
DFG will still produce the stamps, 
which will be mailed to hunters at 
the end of the season. 

Colorado

artists sought for 
WaterfoWl Competi-

tion
The Colorado Division of Wild-

life is soliciting original artwork 
entries for the 2011 Colorado 
Waterfowl Stamp Art Contest. 
This year’s species of focus is the 
green-winged teal (Anas crecca). 
The deadline for artists to submit 
entries is 4 p.m., Friday, March 4.

“It is amazing every year to see 
what the artists come up with and 
to see the new artists that are start-
ing out in this specialized category 
of art,” said judging committee 
member Tilman Bishop, a former 
state senator who sponsored the 
legislation that created the water-
fowl stamp in Colorado.

The Colorado Waterfowl Stamp 
program was implemented in 1990 
and provides funding to conserve 
wetlands for waterfowl and other 
wetland-dependent wildlife. Wa-
terfowl hunters 16 years of age and 
older are required by state law to 
purchase a waterfowl stamp vali-
dation annually before hunting. In 
addition to hunters, many collec-
tors aid in wetland conservation 
by purchasing collector stamps 
and prints that are created from 
the winning entry.

“We are all beneficiaries of the 
Waterfowl Stamp,” Bishop added. 
“Whether you are a hunter, a bird 
watcher or just a citizen that likes 
seeing birds around the house, 
every one of us gets the benefit of 
this terrific program.”

The green-winged teal is a col-
orful duck found in Colorado 
primarily during fall and spring 
migration, with lower numbers 
during the breeding season and 
winter. The vocal and often noisy 
duck is the smallest North Ameri-
can ‘dabbling duck’, which feed 
on the surface of waters instead 

of diving for food. It is one of the 
most frequently harvested ducks 
taken by Colorado waterfowl 
hunters, and is known as excellent 
table fare.

Artists must submit a 13-inch 
high by-18 inch wide, full color 
original artwork for the contest. 
There is a $50 fee for each entry. 
Complete requirements are ex-
plained in the application packet, 
which is available at http://wild-
life.state.co.us/Hunting/Water-
fowl/WaterfowlStampProgram/.

Hunters can purchase the re-
quired $5.00 waterfowl stamp 
validation where hunting licenses 
are sold. The gum-backed stamp is 
available for an additional $2.50.

Collector gum-backed stamps 
and art prints of the 2011 water-
fowl stamp will be available for 
purchase in late July. Collector 
stamps and prints are sold through 
the Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation. The Colorado Wild-
life Heritage Foundation also has 
past stamp winner prints avail-
able. Past stamp winners can be 
viewed on-line at http://wildlife.
state.co.us/Hunting/Waterfowl/
WaterfowlStampProgram/Past-
WaterfowlStamps.htm.

The Colorado Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation was created in 1989 as 
a result of Governor Roy Romer’s 
Wildlife 21 Task Force report. The 
report recognized that Colorado’s 
abundant and diverse wildlife 
makes an immense contribution to 
the state’s economy and the qual-
ity of life in the state. The report 
also found that declining hunting 
and fishing revenues were insuf-
ficient to protect wildlife habitat 
from the threats posed by devel-
opment. The Foundation was 
formed to raise funds to help fill 
the gap between available hunt-
ing and fishing funds and wildlife 
needs. The Foundation focuses its 


