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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we 
offer you seven pages from this book to decide 

if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Countrysport Press and Down 
East Books, we offer to you two chapters 

from Gun Dog Chronicals

Gun Dog 
Chronicles

Reflections on Upland Bird Dogs and 
Waterfowl retrievers

By Joe Arnette

Chapter 19
Anything But Ordinary

ordinary hunting versus ruffed grouse 
hunting

 There are two kinds of hunting:” wrote Aldo 
Leopold in his classic book, A Sand County 
Almanac, “ordinary hunting and ruffed grouse 
hunting.”

 Leopold’s famous line is another way of say-
ing that ruffed grouse require thought. Indeed, 
everything about them demands attention. They 
are not casual birds and, likewise, they are not 
for casual hunters. Nor are they for shooters. 
Doves are the birds for those who like to pull 
triggers; grouse are not. Mostly, what we do with 
a grouse gun is load it, carry it, and unload it. 
Grouse hunting is measured by the mile and by 
the hour, while grouse shooting, when it occurs, 
is a matter of yards and pieces of seconds. 

 The hunting of grouse involves more wit 
and perception than luck, more motion than 
productivity, more reaction than action, more 
life than death.

 Grouse are birds of the mind -wild birds 
not only of the edge but on the edge. Their hair-
trigger attitudes are laced with paranoia, a deep 
suspicion of every motion and noise not of their 
own making. All of which means that grouse 

hunting is a tactical exercise comprising much 
more than occasional upland ramblings on clean 
and weightless October days. But, from another 
angle, those hunts under a perfect sun that glis-
tens the webs of spiders and eases the passage 
of browning ferns are also very much a part of 
it. Grouse make you consider where you walk 
and what you see.

 Proper grouse hunting is done with a dog. 
Always. To do otherwise is to lose the magic 
of the bird, of how and where it lives. A covert 
with birds, a hunter, and a gun - but no dog - is 
incomplete, a formula lacking a critical compo-
nent. But, just any dog won’t do.

 Aldo Leopold’s defining statement on 
grouse hunting has a corollary in gun dogs. 
Few who know this bird would deny that there 
are also two kinds of dogs: ordinary dogs and 
ruffed-grouse dogs. Grouse demand at least as 


