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mates too early typically have 
difficulty interacting with dogs 
later in life. Not knowing how 
to react when confronted by a 
member of their own species, 
they tend to be either overly shy 
or aggressive.

First People
Good breeders try hard 

to make sure that puppies re-
ceive a lot of human attention 
and touching during their first 
seven weeks of life. Cuddling, 
playing, and light grooming 
by the breeder during the first 
seven weeks allows the puppy 
to learn to trust and interact 
with people. Without this in-
volvement in their lives, they 
tend to have difficulty forming 
relationships with or being 
comfortable around people. 
Dogs isolated from humans at 
an early age tend to become 
one-person dogs. They usually 
do not blend well into homes 
that contain multiple children 
or several adults. Clearly these 
are generalizations, and excep-
tions to every rule exist.

In most situations, breeders 
provide what the puppies need 
for correct socialization with 
little effort expended. They 
keep the puppies until they are 
eight weeks of age (sometimes 
12 weeks or longer depending 
on the breed) before allowing 
them to go to their new homes. 
The mother is left with the pup-
pies throughout most of this 
period.

After four or five weeks, 
mom will be allowed to spend 
time away from the pups, but 
she will still be with them for 

several visits each day. Most 
breeders try to expose their 
pups to many different stimu-
lating environments or situa-
tions so that they can learn to 
respond to the many different 
situations to develop confi-
dence in themselves. Their curi-
osity needs to be stimulated.

It’s the job of a good breeder 
to provide the puppy with an 
environment that prepares him 
for life among humans, occa-
sional encounters with other 
animals, and the ability to be 
comfortable in a wide range of 
situations and environments. 
After you take your puppy 
home, it’s up to you to continue 
the socialization process since 
your puppy is still developing 
behavioral patterns. In fact, the 
first few weeks in your home 
are some of the most important 
in the socialization process.

I recommend keeping the 
puppy’s schedule full for the 
first few days in your home in 
an effort to limit any loss he 
might feel from being separated 
from his littermates and moth-
er. After your puppy, becomes 
adjusted to your home, you 
should make every effort to ex-
pand the puppy’s environment 
and expose her to new things. 
During this stage of their lives, 
puppies should be around as 
many different people and ani-
mals as possible.

Socializing your puppy 
means providing quality time. 
Give him lots of attention and 
affection. Pet him and call him 
by his chosen name. Introduce 
him to your neighbors, mail 

carrier, newspaper delivery 
person, and others who come 
to your home regularly. Show 
children how to pet him.

Socialization isn’t about 
forcing your puppy into scary 
situations but rather about cre-
ating pleasant associations with 
new events and faces. Keep 
these things in mind:

• What a puppy learns early 
in life stays with him for life.

• Between one month and 
three months old, a puppy gets 
almost all of his adult sensory, 
motor, and learning abilities.

• The more loving interac-
tion you have with your pet, 
the better.

• Include a little work in 
your play times and a lot of 
play in your work times. Make 
learning fun!

• As soon as your veteri-
narian says it is safe, introduce 
your pup to the sights and 
sounds of his world. Make this 
fun by praising him and giving 
him a kibble when he explores 
his world.

As you socialize and train 
your puppy, remember that 
puppies are eager to please. 
Reward your puppy for good 
behavior by praising him. A 
little praise goes a long way in 
helping your puppy become 
an endearing companion. The 
bottom line is, involve the 
puppy as much as you can in 
your daily activities. She will 
be well socialized and happy. 
Besides, that’s the reason you 


