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used on hidden and hard to 
see dummies to attract the dog 
and associate that scent with 
was something to retrieve. This 
will lead him to and investigate 
the scent of the real thing en-
countered when hunting even 
though he’s had no previous 
actual bird confrontation. It is 
then likely that he will “put it 
all together” when he’s either 
flushes a live bird or finds a 
dead one to pickup and re-
trieve. 

Used on the flat-floating 
scrub brush dummies, scent 
will encourage him to keep 
swimming towards the “game” 
even if unseen. The brushes also 
have a distinct advantage over 
most conventional training 
dummies. The bottled liquid 
scent is easy to apply and the 
bristles retain it longer. 

That’s all there is to it. Have 
at it. Don’t forget that like 
anything else in dog training, 
repetition and consistency lead 
to success. If you have a canine 
“hamburger helper“ one or 
two sessions with the brush 
dummy isn’t going to overcome 
and established fault. But a few 
sessions may prevent, quite 
a few sessions correct a mild 
case, and lots of sessions with 
some auxiliary techniques have 
a decent chance of cleaning up 
some pretty bad acts. 

With that behind us, let’s 
recognize that there is some 
“inquiring minds” who read 
something besides tabloids 
and informercial articles long 
on hype and short on informa-
tion. For those interested in ad-

ditional training tips, why this 
particular device works and 
pertinent background read on 
so you’ll better understand how 
to teach your dog to treat with 
respect the game you shoot that 
he retrieves. 

It’s been said that “neces-
sity is the mother invention”. 
I stumbled onto scrub-brush 
training tools when I ran into 
“hard mouth” and tried a rec-
ommend corrective methods, 
still being touted, which didn’t 
work for me. (Anyone who 
claims he has “invented“ or 
“started” anything innovative 
in dog training hasn’t been 
around much. So you may 
already have heard of using a 
brush dummy or reasoned in 
out independently as I did.) 

Back in the 1940’s, my 
hunting Cocker Spaniel, Tar, 
was naturally a “soft-mouth” 
retriever.... not unusual and 
more or less expected then. 
Duck hunters and upland bird 
hunters mostly “lucked out” 
when they acquired “natural 
hunters”. There weren’t many 
“trainers” who knew how to 
cope with dog problems. Gun 
dogs in those days weren’t 
trained or de-trained as they 
are today. For the most part 
dogs that didn’t learn on the job 
went by the wayside. Dogs that 
tenderize table fare were sum-
marily eliminated and dead 
dogs don’t pass on undesirable 
genes. 

Learning about dogs is a 
continuous and on-going proj-
ect and today I don’t know all 
there is to know of gun dogs 

and their training. But I knew 
a great deal less back then and 
was naive enough to believe 
that anything that got pub-
lished must be gospel. Unfortu-
nately, then as now, there’s no 
shortage of charlatans offering 
written advise on how to train 
dogs. 

So, when attending col-
lege under the G.I. Bill after 
World War II, I acquired for 
$12 at a farmer’s market my 
first but a Labrador Retriever 
(out of sound hunting/field 
trial breeding, which was one 
and the same then.) When she 
started destroying barn pigeons 
I was utilizing for training I 
turned to published experts for 
advice. 

Two suggestions were of-
fered, a nail spiked board as a 
retrieving dummy and lacing 
dead birds with large darning 
needles. So I rigged up a dead 
pigeon.... in fact, several be-
cause I thought I was benefiting 
from expert advice.

I can’t speak of others. May-
be it works for some dogs. But 
for me and my lab pup it was a 
disaster. So I never did it again. 
Clinker was bold and aggres-
sive as they come. The first time 
she clamped down on a darning 
needle bird, she yelped and spit 
it out. Probably a “soft” dog 
would have avoided pigeons 
thereafter, but Clinker was a 
tough one. She went back for 
more, much in the manner a 
badly-quilled terrier will con-
tinue to attack a porcupine, 
grabbing, yelping and tossing 
the bird into the air. True, dam-


