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Day At A Time

Another Medical Mystery?
By Bethann Roettger 

As fall is approaching many  
of us are thinking ahead to  
the upcoming field trial 

and hunting season. We are checking 
our gear, buying the newest gadgets 
and hopefully getting the dogs in shape 
and tightening up their performance. 
We know this is what is needed for a 
successful and safe hunt or trial experi-
ence. No less a dog that is in top physical 
condition. I was out doing just that this 
August when, unbeknownst to me, my 
dog got into a situation that took her life 
3 weeks later…. 

I had taken my field bred English 
Springer, Haley, who is 8 years old out 
to my local management land for a good 
run. It was warm outside so we didn’t 
stay too long but she got a good stretch. 
I never saw any sign that there was 
anything unusual with her condition. 
About 3-4 days later, I let Haley out of 
her kennel as usual in the morning and 
it was obvious she was in pain. She was 
slow moving, head straight out and 
when she would go to lay down she 
would suck in air and let it out very 
slowly. I took her to the veterinarian 
and after a thorough examination we 
found a sore spot on one side of her 
vertebrate that could be causing the 
problem. The veterinarian prescribed a 
course of Rymidal. This apparently did 
the trick because in 48 hours Haley was 
bounding around as usual. 

In the next 3 weeks she was swim-
ming, retrieving, etc….just like normal. 
Then one afternoon she came out of the 
crate in that same odd position with her 
head extended and this time her breath-
ing was a bit labored. She was not pant-
ing and didn’t seem to be in distress just 
breathing from her diaphragm instead of 
her lungs. I took her temperature and it 
was normal. She was also having some 
contractions in her abdomen but they 
went away quickly. After consulting the 
Vet again we decided that since it was so 
late in the afternoon and Haley did not 

seem in any distress I would bring her in 
the next morning for an exam. 

The next morning she was still 
acting the same way. I arrived at the 
vet’s office and after another exam we 
decided to start with x-rays. While I 
was waiting for them to get the x-ray 
room ready Haley became 
very weak. I picked her up 
and carried her into the 
backroom as it seemed 
like something serious 
had changed. In a matter 
of about 1 minute she was 
gasping for breath and the 
doctor immediately went 
to insert an air tube. As 
she was doing this Haley 
took her last breath and 
was gone….. 

So what on earth had 
happened? 

Septic Pleuritis by Dr. Vici 
Ribeiro DVM 

Septic pleuritis is the 
infection of the pleura, or 
lining, of the chest. It is usu-
ally the result of foreign body aspiration 
(into the trachea) or penetration through 
the chest wall. Although less common, it 
can also occur as an extension of infection 
of the lung (pneumonia). It results in an 
accumulation of pus or septic exudate in 
the chest cavity (pyothorax), and fibrous 
adhesions (connective tissue strands) follow, 
forming abnormal connections between the 
chest wall and the lung, as well as the other 
tissues in the chest. It is more common in 
cats than dogs, but hunting and sporting 
dog breeds have an increased predilection 
toward developing septic pleuritis, because 
of the obvious increased risk of foreign body 
inhalation or of penetrating chest wounds. 
Complications of pyothorax include walled 
off abscesses (require surgical correction), 
chronic lung lobe atelectasis (collapse), and 
lung lobe torsion. Untreated septic pleuritis 
can result in death. 

Things to know about a septic pleuritis: 

• Onset is often insidious or unappar-
ent, with few clinical signs until late in the 
course of the disease

• Clinical signs range from decreased 
performance, to collapse to anorexia; cough 
and fever may or may not be present

• Pleuritis is painful so clinical signs 
(above) could be referable to pain, but your 
dog may just seem off, less willing to move, 
tender

• A chest wound may not be apparent 
by the time clinical signs develop

• Chest x-rays will usually reveal fluid, 
which will prompt your vet to tap the chest; 
diagnosis of pyothorax can be made if fluid 

is obtained
• A complete blood count 

will usually reveal white blood 
cell abnormalities, but may not be 
ordered if fever is not present

Treatment of septic pleuritis 
requires extended hospitalization, 
during which time a chest drain-
age tube will be placed. The tube 
facilitates drainage of the septic 
fluid and lavage (flushing) of the 
chest cavity. Systemic antibiotics 
alone are not sufficient to treat sep-
tic pleuritis, but are necessary in 
combination with chest drainage. 
Surgery is sometimes required to 
clear fibrous adhesions within the 
chest or walled-off abscesses, or to 
remove a foreign body.  

Avoidance of such injuries is impracti-
cal in hunting and sporting dogs, since it 
would require that they don’t engage in 
activities that they were bred to do. Check-
ing your dog for wounds following each 
sporting event or hunting trip may help, 
as well as closely monitoring for subtle 
changes in behavior. If your dog is “off”, 
and has recently (within 2-8 weeks) been 
worked or hunted, then consider asking your 
veterinarian to do chest radiographs, and/or 
a complete blood count. 

I would like to thank Dr. Ribero 
and her wonderful staff at the Forest 
Lake Veterinary Hospital for the won-
derful care that they give all of our dogs 
and especially how they handled this 
situation. I wish everyone a successful 
and exhilarating fall hunting season 
and most importantly a safe return for 
both hunters and dogs alike. 
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Health

Duck hunting is an exciting 
activity enjoyed by many. The 
challenge of effectively calling 
waterfowl into a decoy spread is 
very rewarding. However, if this 
is the only waterfowl hunting you 
have participated in, you may be 
missing out. Hunting waterfowl, 
especially wood ducks, from a 
canoe is particularly challenging. 
If you think that all you have to do 
is float down a creek and shoot a 
limit of “woodies,” you have never 
tried this type of hunting. Just 
paddling a canoe can be difficult 
at times. Throw in guns, waders, 
decoys, maybe a dog and other 
paraphernalia, then you have the 
making of an interesting hunt. 

With duck hunting boats get-
ting larger and the drive for quan-
tity over quality, many small 
creeks and duck holes often are 
overlooked. A canoe is an effective 
way to access these areas. Canoes 
are very quiet and maneuverable. 
They may be paddled tandem or 
solo. The light weight also makes 
it easy for transport and hauling 
over or around deadfalls (and 
believe me, they will be encoun-
tered).

Two basic options are avail-
able for hunting with canoes. The 
first is to use the canoe to access 
remote beaver ponds, backwaters 

Hunting Woodies from a 
Canoe

 

By Jim Schrenkel, Wildlife Biologist, Division of 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries

and sloughs. Canoes can oper-
ate in shallow water, even with a 
somewhat heavy load including, 
hunters, dog, decoys and other 
gear. Allow plenty of time to reach 
your spot so you do not overexert 
yourself and start sweating, as this 
could make for a long morning. 
The canoe can easily be stashed 
or pulled next to shore and used 
for a blind.

The second option, and my 
favorite, is to float a creek and try 
to sneak within shooting distance 
of the ducks. This requires more 
skill and finesse. A canoe is not 
the most stable water craft built, 
so setting up for the shot can be 
quite challenging. Often there is 
very little notice of a potential 
shooting opportunity because the 
next woodie may be just around 
the bend. Hunting with a partner 
usually requires that the back 
person paddles and maneuvers 
the canoe so person in front can 
concentrate on looking for wood 
ducks. Sometimes deciding who 
sits in the front of the canoe first 
may be the most challenging as-
pect of the hunt.

As you can imagine, hunting 
solo is the ultimate challenge. You 
must paddle, maneuver and be 
ready to shoot at the drop of a hat. 
This experience can be the most 

rewarding of all. Matching your 
skills against the creek, Mother 
Nature and wildlife can easily turn 
the tables to the advantage of the 
ducks. So any success is greatly 
earned.

Several tips may increase your 
success. Easing along the inside of 
a bend in the creek can sometimes 
offer better and closer shooting op-
portunities. Listening for the call 
of the woodie can let you know 
they are in the area. Many times 
you can hear them splashing in 
the water while feeding or land-
ing. Sometimes you may be able 
to notice small ripples in the water 
next to shore to give away their 
position. Being able to observe 
little signs can be the difference 
in seeing tail feathers or meat on 
the table.

As with any form of hunting, 
safety is of utmost importance. 
Always wear approved floata-
tion devices. Know the canoe’s 
limitations as well as your own. Be 
familiar with the operation of the 
canoe; practice makes perfect. Un-
load your firearm when crossing 
deadfalls in the creek and while 
entering or exiting the canoe. Al-
ways think safety, safety, safety.

Hunting woodies from a canoe 
can be extremely challenging. 
Many exciting and rewarding 
hunting opportunities are ready 
to be discovered on the miles of 
creeks and abundant backwaters 
found throughout Alabama. Re-
member, the journey is often as 
enjoyable as the destination.
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Conservation

As someone who enjoys the 
outdoors, you may have noticed 
metallic or brightly colored bands 
on the legs of some birds. If you are 
an avid birder or hunter, you may 
have actually gotten close enough 
to read the information written on 
these bands. The small print will 
include a number code and an 
address or a telephone number, or 
maybe just a cryptic message such 
as “AVISE BIRD BAND WASH 
DC.” These are all instructions for 
reporting information about the 
bird you have observed, caught, 
or harvested.

Banding of birds for identifica-
tion was first recorded about 1595. 
One of King Henry IV’s Peregrine 
Falcons was found over 1,300 
miles from where it was lost and 
was identified by its leg band. The 
first recorded banding of birds 
in North America was by John 
James Audubon in 1803. He tied 
silver cords on the legs of nest-
ling phoebes and identified two 

of them when they returned the 
next year. Dr. Paul Bartsch of the 
Smithsonian Institute started the 
first systematic, scientific band-
ing program of birds in North 
America in 1902. He banded 23 
black-crowned night herons with 
serial numbered leg bands with 
the return address of “Return to 
Smithsonian Institute.”

Jointly administered by The 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
and the Canadian Wildlife Service, 
the North American Bird Banding 
Program began in 1920. Over 63 
million birds have been banded 
and over 3.5 million have been 
recovered and reported under 
this program.  Bird bands range 
in size from very small to fit a 
hummingbird leg to very large to 
fit the leg of a trumpeter swan. No 
matter their size, the information 
gained by reporting bird bands is 
significant.

Banding of all migratory birds 
in the United States is controlled 

under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. The Bird Banding Laboratory 
(BBL), located at the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey Patuxent Wildlife Re-
search Center controls and issues 
all federal bands and banding 
permits.  A federal banding permit 
is required, and only federal bands 
may be used on wild migratory 
birds. Only federal and state au-
thorized individual agencies are 
allowed to band waterfowl species 
because the banding information 
is used to set harvest and season 
regulations.

Permitted banders include fed-
eral and state agencies, university 
researchers, and private individu-
als. Permit applicants must be able 
to show they are qualified to safely 
capture, handle, and band birds.  

Bird banding data is helpful 
in both research and manage-
ment programs. The band on a 
bird identifies that individual 
and can provide knowledge of its 
movement, survival and behavior. 
Bird band data is used to study 
bird habitat use, reproduction, 
and migration patterns; monitor 
populations; assess and manage 
endangered species; and set hunt-
ing regulations.

All federal metal bands, aux-
iliary markers such as colored 
leg and neckbands for geese, and 
bands from foreign governments 
should be reported to the Bird 
Banding Laboratory by calling the 
telephone number on the band or 
logging onto http://www.pwrc.
usgs.gov/BBL and following the 
links on how to identify and re-
port a bird band. The reporter will 
receive information on when and 
where the bird was banded. 

One ongoing project could 
make bands visible to our citizens. 
Alabama is one of 27 states cur-
rently participating in a mourning 

Reporting Bird Bands
By Gene Carver, Wildlife Biologist
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POEM FOR NEW PUPPY OWNERS
Don’t smell crotches, don’t eat plants.
Don’t steal food or underpants.
Don’t eat my socks, don’t grab my hair...
DON’T RIP THE STUFFING FROM THAT CHAIR!
Don’t eat those peas, don’t touch that bush,
Don’t chew my shoes, what IS this mush?!?
Eat your cookies, drink your drink,
Outta the toilet! Outta the sink!
AWAY FROM THE LITTER BOX, IT’S FOR THE CAT!
(and must you kiss me after that?!?)
Raising a puppy is not for the lazy,
Those rugrats are funny but also quite crazy.
Don’t despair through the toil and the strife,
‘Cause after three years you’ll get back your life!
So let’s go for walkies, so you can do your “thing”,
And maybe I’ll get back my good diamond ring!
-Author unknown

dove banding project. Data on 
age specific survival and harvest 
rates of mourning doves is being 
obtained. In the past three years, 
3,329 doves have been banded in 
Alabama. Report mourning dove 
bands by calling 1-800-327-band 
(2263) or going to the http://
www.pwrc.usgs.gov/BBL Web 
site.

Other types of bands may 
be encountered. Falconers may 
legally have birds of prey that are 

banded. Individuals may band 
pigeons, parrots, cockatiels, and 
finches. State agencies may band 
non-migratory birds, such as quail 
or turkey.

Banding birds has proven to be 
a very successful method of gain-
ing valuable information. Should 
you find a bird band, by taking 
the time to note the band number 
and reporting the information, you 
may have contributed significantly 
to an on-going project. Managing 
bird populations is global.
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American Veterinary Medical 
Association

AVMA briefs 
Congress on 

importance of 
antibiotics

— The nation’s largest veteri-
nary association briefed Congress 
today on the uses of antibiotics 
and how they help protect animal 
health, providing in-depth scien-
tific information on the necessity 
of antibiotic use for preventing 
and treating disease in companion 
animals and livestock.

Two educational sessions were 
held by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA) with 
honorary hosts Rep. Kurt Schrad-
er, DVM, (D-Ore.) and Sen. John 
Ensign, DVM, (R-Nev.), the only 
veterinarians serving in Congress. 
The discussions allowed congres-
sional staffers to learn about when 
and how veterinarians utilize 
antibiotics to keep both food sup-
ply animals and household pets 
disease-free.

Speaking at the briefings as an 
expert in livestock medicine, Dr. 
Lloyd Keck, a worldwide animal 
health consultant to the poul-
try industry and former AVMA 
Congressional Science Fellow, 
dispelled arguments related to hu-
man antibiotic-resistance risks.

“Antibiotics are necessary for 
veterinarians to protect the health 
and well-being of animals,” Dr. 
Keck said. “Benefits to animals 
and people outweigh the current 
risk associated with bacterial re-
sistance. Going forward, we need 
to let good sense and good science 
guide this issue.”

Dr. René Carlson, former Wis-
consin Veterinarian of the Year and 
past-vice president of the AVMA, 
explained the indispensible role 
that antibiotics play in treating 
various ailments that affect house-
hold pets and the process that 
veterinarians use to determine 
whether or not to use antibiotics.

“Whenever I consider using an 
antibiotic in any of my patients, I 
always look at four outcomes,” 
Dr. Carlson said. “First, will it suc-
cessfully treat a diagnosed medical 
condition? The second outcome 
is prevention of an infection in a 
high-risk patient because of a par-
ticular injury or procedure. Third, 
I look at a decreased likelihood for 
development of a resistant infec-
tion or organism. And finally, I 
am concerned with the protection 
of the health of the animal and 
its owners who come in contact 
with it.”

“The principles of antimicro-
bial use are the same whether 
for companion animals or food 
animals,” Dr. Carlson added. “The 
difficulty comes when owners of 
the animals don’t consult with a 
veterinarian or comply with the 
veterinarian’s instructions.”

The briefings were part of 
the AVMA’s continued efforts to 
educate Congress about the com-
plex and crucial nature of treating 
America’s animals – and how the 
health of those animals impacts 
human health, whether through 
the food supply or through direct 
contact with pets.

The AVMA is strongly op-
posed to H.R. 1549 and S. 619, the 
Preservation of Antibiotics for 

Medical Treatment Act (PAMTA). 
The AVMA’s scientific experts 
have twice testified before Con-
gress that broad-based antibiotic 
bans, such as PAMTA, would have 
adverse effects on animal and 
public health.

The AVMA continues to em-
phasize the importance of judi-
cious use of antibiotics.

“Antibiotics are a vital part of 
the veterinarian’s toolkit,” said Dr. 
Ashley Shelton, assistant director 
of the AVMA’s Governmental Re-
lations Division. “There are very 
few drugs available for treating 
animal disease, and the AVMA 
believes that antibiotics should 
be used judiciously and in the 
best interest of animal health and 
public health.”

Speaking last week, Rep. 
Schrader reaffirmed the role of 
veterinary medicine in protecting 
public health and the safety of 
America’s food supply.

“America has the safest food in 
the world. Advanced animal hus-
bandry, 21st century technology, 
sanitation, appropriate veterinary 
and medicinal therapy allow us to 
compete on a global scale while as-
suring the health of our livestock 
and poultry,” Rep. Schrader said.

AVMA and WebMD 
join forces to 

offer online pet 
information

The American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA) and 
WebMD have teamed up to launch 
a pet health community called 
the Pet Health Exchange. Visitors 
to the new site can discuss pet 
health issues with AVMA member 
veterinarians.
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“The AVMA is concerned 
about the vast amount of misinfor-
mation about pet health that can 
be found on the Internet,” explains 
Dr. Larry R. Corry, president of 
the AVMA. “Through this col-
laboration with an established and 
respected resource, we hope to 
give pet owners an opportunity to 
get accurate, sound advice about 
animals in general and, more spe-
cifically, about their pets.”

More than 20 veterinary Guest 
Experts are involved in the Healthy 
Pets Exchange to date. The Guest 
Experts encourage discussion and 
help owners ask the right ques-
tions of their pet’s veterinarian to 
open a dialogue that can lead to 
the most appropriate diagnosis 
and treatments for their pets.

“The Pet Health Exchange will 
help pet owners keep up to date on 
pet information about their pet’s 
health, so they can provide the 
very best care for their animals,” 
says Dr. Corry. “But no online 
community, no matter how well 
it is done, can ever be a substitute 
for the relationship between vet-
erinarians and their clients.”

The link to the new Pet Health 
Exchange is on the upper right on 
the www.webmd.com, and you 
can also visit the new WebMD 
Health Pet Exchange directly at 
http://exchanges.webmd.com/
pet-health-exchange. For any 
other information about veteri-
nary medicine, please visit www.
avma.org.

Food safety in 
America

Americans are more concerned 
than ever about the safety of their 
food. Recent events in the news—
including deadly chemicals con-
taminating pet foods, eggs, milk 
and even candy—have heightened 
those concerns. But food safety 
isn’t a simple task, or even a single 
task. It is a monumental endeavor 
comprised of a number of different 
jobs that must be completed cor-
rectly to ensure the safety of food. 
It requires that there be enough 
veterinarians in the field to keep 
food animals healthy and working 
as food safety inspectors—there 
are shortages in both areas. Also, 
it requires information from FAR-
AD—a database that helps vet-
erinarians keep drugs and other 
contaminants out of the nation’s 
food supply—which is currently 
shutting down because the federal 
government has failed to continue 
funding for it. Food safety is a con-
cern today, but if it doesn’t receive 
the attention it deserves, it could 
be a true crisis tomorrow. Contact: 
Tom McPheron, (847) 285-6781

Breaking up the party
Bacteria, it appears, are happi-

est in groups – very large groups. 
Scientists have known for decades 
that bacteria like to form biofilms, 
consisting of millions of their germ 
friends, to increase their ability to 
cause infection and disease, and 
boost their resistance to antibiot-
ics. A new discovery at the Cornell 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, however, may help pre-
vent the bacteria from hooking up. 
After identifying the protein that 
helps the bacteria send signals to 
start biofilm formation, the Cor-
nell researchers are now focusing 

on finding ways to disrupt the 
biofilm process, thereby provid-
ing a major tool to combat gastric 
diseases such as cholera. For more 
information, contact Stephanie 
Specchio at 607-253-3369 or sas6@
cornell.edu

Cutting both ways
Millions of people in both the 

developing and developed world 
may benefit from new immune-
system research findings from the 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine. The Penn 
Vet researchers, studying how the 
immune system operates, have 
discovered a previously unidenti-
fied cell population that may be the 
body’s double-edge sword, fight-
ing off parasitic infections but at 
the same time causing the harmful 
immune responses that can lead to 
allergies and asthma. The research, 
which may aid in the development 
of new drugs, could benefit two 
patient populations: Those in de-
veloping countries still wrestling 
with parasitic worm infections 
and those in more industrialized 
environments where parasites are 
less prevalent but where immune 
responses can rum amok, leading 
to a higher incidence of allergies 
and asthma. For more information, 
contact Kelly Stratton at 215-898-
1475 or skell@vet.upenn.edu
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News From The AKC

American Kennel 
Club Announces 

Most Popular Dogs 
-- Labrador Retriever Remains 

America’s Most Popular Dog as

German Shepherd Makes A 
Move For The Top Spot --

-- Breeds That Help Keep Us 
Safe Dominate the Top 5 --

For the 19th consecutive year, 
the Labrador Retriever is the most 
popular purebred dog in America, 
but could this be the last year for 
the Lab’s reign?

According to American Kennel 
Club® (AKC) 2009 registration 
statistics released today during a 
press conference at Grand Central 
Terminal in New York City, the 
German Shepherd Dog overtook 
the Yorkshire Terrier last year and 
is now ranked second most popu-
lar in the nation for the first time 
in more than three decades.

An American favorite since the 
time of Rin Tin Tin, the German 
Shepherd Dog became the number 
one breed of the 1920s, but then 
slipped in popularity until after 
World War II.

“Labs have been America’s 
top dog for nearly two decades 
due to their loyal and gentle na-
ture,” said AKC Spokesperson 
Lisa Peterson. “But the German 
Shepherd Dog has gained ground 
recently, quite possibly due to the 
increased attention they receive 
for their security efforts at home 
and abroad. Hailed as the world’s 
leading police, guard and military 

dog, this energetic and fun-loving 
breed is a loyal family pet, ideal 
companion and dependable K-9 
partner when duty calls.”

2009 Most Popular Dogs in 
the U.S.

1. Labrador Retriever

2. German Shepherd Dog

3. Yorkshire Terrier

4. Golden Retriever

5. Beagle

6. Boxer

7. Bulldog

8. Dachshund

9. Poodle

10. Shih Tzu

WORKING K-9s “SNIFF OUT” 
THE TOP 10

The German Shepherd Dog 
isn’t the only breed Americans will 
spot at the airport or train termi-
nal when they travel – Labradors, 
Golden Retrievers and Beagles 
work throughout the country to 
keep the homeland safe. These 
breeds are used by law enforce-
ment military and homeland 
security personnel for a variety of 
tasks ranging from border patrol, 
bomb and narcotics detection, to 
searching for missing persons and 
tracking down fugitives.

These four breeds were devel-
oped for various forms of hunting 
or herding, but the traits that made 
them so effective at these jobs, 

such as strong scenting ability of 
the Beagle, the eager-to-please at-
titude of the Golden Retriever and 
Labrador, and the bold nature of 
the German Shepherd, make them 
effective in their careers today.

“Despite advances in secu-
rity technology, the canine and its 
unique abilities remain a valued 
resource for the military and law 
enforcement agencies that work to 
keep us safe,” said Peterson. “The 
loyalty, intelligence and hard-
working nature which make these 
breeds desirable as K-9 partners 
in the field also contribute to their 
status as valuable companions in 
the hearts of dog owners around 
the nation.”

PET PREFERENCES: FIFTY 
OF THE LARGEST CITIES

Top trends in 50 large cities in 
the U.S. include:

* The ever-popular Lab is 
slowly losing ground in some 
towns – more U.S. cities featured a 
breed other than the Labrador Re-
triever in its top spot this year than 
in 2008. The breeds responsible 
for ousting the 19 year national 
favorite? The German Shepherd 
ranked first in Columbus, De-
troit, Honolulu, Memphis, Miami 
Providence and West Palm Beach; 
the Yorkshire Terrier triumphed in 
Oakland, Tampa, NYC, and Phila-
delphia; the Bulldog rose to the top 
in L.A.; and the Bull Terrier was a 
favorite in Newark, NJ.

* The Bulldog is a favorite in 
California, perhaps due to celeb 
owners such as Adam Sandler, 
Kelly Osborne and John Legend. 
The breed reached the top spot in 
Los Angeles, the only city where 
it currently reigns as number 
one. The wrinkled pooch nearly 
reached the top in San Diego as 
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well, coming in at the 2nd spot.

* South Florida loves its Ger-
man Shepherd Dog. The breed 
ranks first in West Palm Beach as 
well as Miami, where it has held 
the top spot since 2002, the first 
year the American Kennel Club 
started tracking city registration 
statistics.

* Providence is the only U.S. 
city where the Labrador Retriever 
does not factor into the Top 5. De-
spite ranking second in 2008, the 
breed dropped off the list, making 
room for the German Shepherd in 
first place, along with the York-
shire Terrier, Golden Retriever, 
Boxer and Poodle.

* Unusual breeds on local top 
five lists include the Bull Terrier 
(1st in Newark), the Mastiff (4th 
in Des Moines), the Miniature 
Pinscher and Shetland Sheepdog 
(3rd and 5th, respectively, in Rich-
mond) and the Chihuahua (3rd in 
Honolulu).

PET PREFERENCES: 1999– 
2009

Some of the most notable 
recent trends in the past decade 
include:

* The most popular pets with 
the biggest increase in rankings 
over the last decade included the 
Bulldog (from 21st to 7th); French 
Bulldog (from 73rd to 24th); Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniel (from 
58th to 25th) and the making the 
largest leap the Havanese (from 
92nd to 32nd).

* Working K-9 breeds favored 
by law enforcement and the mili-
tary have shown modest gains 
as pets including the Belgian 
Malinois (from 95th to 81st), the 
Border Collie (from 71st to 52nd) 
Bloodhound (from 51st to 43rd), 

and the Doberman Pinscher which 
served heroically with the U.S. 
Military during WWII (from 23rd 
to 15th).

* A trend toward easy-to-
groom breeds is seen with the rise 
of the Mastiff (from 39th to 27th) 
and the Rhodesian Ridgeback 
(from 56th to 48th) as well as the 
decline of higher maintenance 
breeds such as the corded breeds 
the Komondor (from 132nd to 
154th) and the Puli (from 123rd 
to 149th) and on the Irish Terrier 
(from 108th to 132nd) and Sealy-
ham Terrier (from 138th to 157th) 
which require hand-stripping.

* Among rare breeds on the 
decline are the Curly-Coated 
Retriever (from 114th to 142nd), 
the Sussex Spaniel (from 135th to 
159th) and the Irish Water Spaniel 
(from 130th to 150th).

* Even before the Obama fam-
ily selected the Portuguese Water 
Dog it was on the rise in popularity 
ranked 80th a decade ago to 60th 
currently. However, it did make a 
jump from 64th a year ago when 
all the interest in this mid-sized, 
hypoallergenic breed began.

Dog lovers can see and learn 
more about all of their favorite 
breeds on Saturday, February 6, 
2010, when the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship – where 
the country’s top dogs compete 
for $225,000 in prize money and 
the title of “National Champion” 
– airs on Animal Planet and the 
Discovery Channel, 8-11 p.m. (ET/
PT). You can also catch the AKC 
Humane Fund Awards for Ca-
nine Excellence honorees, which 
include the Golden Retriever 
“Robin” in the Law Enforcement 
category.

2010 Obedience 
Regulations at a 

Glance
Effective January 1, 2010

Obedience Clubs will have the 
option of holding two all-breed 
obedience trials concurrently at 
the same site on the same day. This 
changed from clubs only being 
able to offer two trials of the same 
event type consecutively.

Trial Secretaries and Superin-
tendents are now allowed to move 
a dog that has been entered in an 
“A” class for which it is not eligible 
to the “B” class at the same level.

Obedience Advanced Team-
work is now a new non-regular 
class.

(The non-regular classes can 
be judged by any person who has 
trained a dog to the Utility Dog 
title and has been approved to 
judge non-regular classes. A pro-
visional judge may be willing to 
judge the non-regular classes for 
the experience.)

Effective April 1, 2010

Mixed Breeds. Any club eli-
gible to hold all-breed obedience 
trials may open their trial to dogs 
listed with AKC Canine Partners 
at their option.

Effective July 1, 2010

Beginner Novice Optional 
Titling Class. This class is a transi-
tion between Rally and Obedience, 
combining elements from both 
sports.

An insert to the current regula-
tions is available to download.

In 2009 the Companion Events 
Department introduced a new 
regulation promoting the limiting 
of entries based on judging hours 
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and not by class size.  This is an 
effort to help clubs reduce their ex-
penses. The change gives clubs the 
chance to fill entries as received, 
until an 8 hour judging limit per 
judge is reached.  Please remember 
that no judge will be assigned to 
judge for more than 8 hours in one 
day, including any breed judging 
assignment when the obedience 
trial is held in conjunction with a 
dog show.

Chairman’s Report 
February 2010 -- 

Celebrating the Work 
and Dedication of 

America’s Search and 
Rescue Dogs --

With the recent earthquakes 
in Haiti, much attention has been 
brought to the search and rescue 
dogs working to free trapped 
citizens from the rubble. With 
certain capabilities far surpassing 
those of a human, these dogs have 
saved innumerable lives - and 
after working long shifts without 
complaint, these animals also 
provide comfort to their handlers 
in distressing conditions, making 
us appreciate the extraordinary 
canine-human bond and the in-
numerable ways dogs contribute 
to our lives in the most incredible 
ways!

Locally, New York Task Force 
One, sponsored by the NYC Of-
fice of Emergency Management 
and staffed by NYPD and FDNY 
personnel, deployed to Haiti 
with four search and rescue K-9 
teams in early January to assist 
with earthquake recovery and 
relief efforts. After a more than 
a week-long deployment in Port 
Au Prince, the dogs and handlers 
returned with six rescues under 

their belts, including freeing 10 
and 8-year old siblings from the 
rubble.

In recognition of their efforts, 
the American Kennel Club and 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-
ery Canine Support and Relief 
Fund have donated $25,000 to the 
United States Police Canine As-
sociation Region 7, which includes 
New York City, to enhance ongo-
ing search and rescue education 
of law enforcement K-9s and their 
handlers wanting to further their 
training in detecting and locating 
lost, missing or injured persons.

The AKC and AKC CAR have 
a long history of supporting SAR 
teams. The AKC CAR Canine Sup-
port and Relief Fund was created 
in the wake of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks in response 
to the exemplary work and dedica-
tion of the search and rescue dog 
first responders. Since its creation, 
the Fund has provided $3 mil-
lion to date in search and rescue 
grants as well as disaster relief in 
response to hurricanes, floods and 
wildfires.

The fund accepts both dona-
tions and applications for grant 
money at the following sites: 
http://www.akc.org/donations/ 
and http://www.akc.org/dogny/
grants.cfm.

The American Kennel Club 
has also recognized search and 
rescue dogs since 2000 by award-
ing an AKC Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence (ACE) in a 
search and rescue category. Over 
the past nine years, search and 
rescue ACE winners have located 
lost Alzheimer’s patients, chil-
dren, and people with mental dis-
abilities; have worked at Ground 
Zero at the World Trade Center 
on 9/11; and served in Iraq, at the 
Texas A&M bonfire collapse, the 

Oklahoma City bombing site, the 
Columbia Space Shuttle recovery 
operation site, and in New Orleans 
during Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts.

We’re especially proud of 
our purebred search and rescue 
ACE winners including Labrador 
Retrievers, German Shepherds, 
Golden Retrievers, Border Collies 
and other sporting, hunting and 
herding breeds. For a job requiring 
a well-socialized, healthy dog with 
predictable instincts and work eth-
ic, purebreds are the dog of choice. 
If you know of a deserving search 
and rescue team please nominate 
them for the 2010 ACE at: http://
www.akc.org/news/ace/.

We hope that you join us in 
saluting these brave dogs and 
the important contributions they 
make in supporting our country 
and world in the worst disasters, 
as these search and rescue teams 
truly represent the best of what 
dogs have to offer.

Oklahoma Breeders 
Bills to be Considered 

Oklahoma Senate Bill 1340 
and Senate Bill 1712, which seek to 
provide state oversight over certain 
dog breeders, will be considered 
by the House Economic Develop-
ment and Financial Services Com-
mittee on Wednesday, March 24. 
We strongly urge all concerned 
responsible dog breeders and own-
ers in Oklahoma to consider the 
provisions of the bills (described 
below), and to contact their elected 
officials with their concerns.

The American Kennel Club’s 
mission includes working to pro-
tect the rights of all dog owners 
and promoting responsible dog 
ownership. The AKC agrees that 
kennels with deplorable conditions 
must never be tolerated. However, 
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we also support reasonable and 
enforceable laws that protect the 
welfare and health of dogs without 
restricting the rights of owners or 
breeders who take their responsi-
bilities seriously.

Senate Bill 1340

Known as the “Kennel Defini-
tions Act”, SB 1340 seeks to:

    * Define “commercial breed-
er” as a person, other than a hobby 
or show breeder engaged in the 
business of breeding animals for 
sale or for exchange in return 
for monetary consideration, and 
who harbors more than 25 intact 
females for the primary purpose 
of breeding animals for sale either 
through the internet or via brokers 
or directly to the public or directly 
to pet stores. Commercial breeders 
must be USDA certified and fol-
lowing the guidelines of the fed-
eral Animal Welfare Act, and shall 
meet or exceed all requirements of 
animal care and welfare specified 
in Sb 1340.

    * Define “hobby breeder” as 
a noncommercial breeder who har-
bors less than 25 intact females for 
the primary purpose of breeding 
animals for sale either through the 
internet or directly to the public. 
Hobby breeders are required to 
meet or exceed all requirements of 
animal care and welfare specified 
in SB 1340.

    * Define “hobby show breed-
er” as a noncommercial breeder 
who breeds animals with the 
primary purpose of exhibiting 
or show the animals at state or 
municipal or county or registry 
club-sanction events or shows, 
improving the breed, or selling the 
animals for the specific goals of 
exhibition or exhibiting, and hav-
ing no more than 10 intact females. 
Hobby show breeders are required 
to meet or exceed all requirements 

of animal care and welfare speci-
fied in SB 1340.

    * Provide that while hobby 
or show breeders are exempt from 
inspection requirements, they 
must register annually, at no cost, 
with the Oklahoma Secretary of 
Agriculture for the purpose of es-
tablishing that they are hobby or 
show breeders.

    * Require commercial, hobby, 
and hobby show breeders to ad-
here to significant, costly building 
requirements for indoor housing 
facilities.

    * Impose vague consumer 
protection provisions for puppy 
buyers.

    * Designate violators as 
a “puppy mill” without doing 
anything for the tangible benefit 
of dogs kept in substandard facili-
ties.

Senate Bill 1712

SB 1712 will create the Board 
of Commercial Pet Breeders to en-
force and administer the provisions 
of the Act; and will adopt rules es-
tablishing license fees, procedures 
and requirements for license ap-
plication and renewal, conditions 
under which licenses are revoked 
or denied, and qualifications for 
registered breeder inspectors. 
The Board will also be required to 
establish minimum standards for 
proper veterinary care, treatment, 
feeding and watering, shelter and 
confinement, grooming, exercise, 
socialization, transportation, dispo-
sition of dogs, and other standards 
it deems necessary to protect the 
public health and the health and 
welfare of animals. Additionally, 
the Board will maintain a public 
directory of licensed commercial 
pet breeders.

Should SB 1712 be enacted as 
currently written, those with 11 

or more intact female dogs will be 
required to be licensed. Licensees 
will be subject to:

    * Pre-licensure inspection of 
facilities, the undetermined cost of 
which must be paid by the license 
applicant.

    * At least one inspection 
annually, during normal busi-
ness hours but without advanced 
notice, of each facility kept by the 
licensee.

    * Inspections based on writ-
ten complaints received by the 
Board.

    * License display require-
ments at the licensed facility.

    * License number disclosure 
requirements on advertisements, 
sales contracts, and transfer agree-
ments.

    * Annual reporting require-
ments.

    * Record-keeping require-
ments for each dog maintained in 
a licensee’s facility.

Under the bill, the Board is 
required to adopt all rules by 
November 1, 2010, and licensees 
are required to come into compli-
ance by January 1, 2011. Licensees 
who violate the act may have their 
license revoked, and be subject to 
a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine of up to $500 and/or a year 
in jail. Those who interfere with 
an inspector would be subject to 
a fine of up to $1,000 and/or two 
years in jail.

Both SB 1340 and SB 1712 
will undoubtedly prove costly to 
enforce at a time when Oklahoma 
is expected to experience a $1.2 
billion shortfall for the upcoming 
fiscal year budget that begins on 
July 1.


