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This issues featured website
This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
5 pages for $320 a year or $80/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $270/year. Frank Maple Kennel

Willy Wampum. These dogs are 
great family companions and 
have proven to be great in the 
field. Most are naturals. This 
is my stud that I purchased in 
Dodge City, Kansas

Good Golly Miss Molley

12 week old pups. Starting 
early to point & retrieve.Frank Maple

3510 Ridge Rd
Zanesville, OH 43701 
Phone 740-453-9614

Charlie Merritt
10651 Bryson Rd

Brownsville, OH 43721
Phone 740-787-1922

Maple’s Warranty
The Maple stock carries one 

year warranty to cover trainabil-
ity and loss. If a pup or starter 
fails to produce as a hunter it 
can be exchanged, up to one 
year, from the date of purchase. 
If loss occurs from death or theft, 
accidental death included, your 
purchase will be replaced with 
a pup from my stock. Neglect 
cancels this warranty!

Good Hunting,
Frank Maple

Our Vizsla’s go back to Brook 

At 3 1/2 months old

Lillie - pointing & retrieving 
at 10-11 weeks

Maple’s Chester

Our English Setters are pro-
duced from Tomoka, Amos 
Mosley & Jetrain blood lines. 
They have proven to be excellent 
hunting companions and easily 
trained. This hunting stock was 
originally developed by Earliss 
Gleaton of Roswell, New Mexico, 
a former hunter, breeder, trainer 
and Field Trial Judge.

English Setters - German 
Shorthairs - Vizslas. Training for 
all pointing breeds. Top hunting 
lines
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The fun starts here

Bird Dog & Retriever News is published bimonthly, six times a year Feb-Dec. 

Cover Dog: English Setter Silver Castle’s Ruby after moning hunt in Wisconsin. Four Grouse and 16 
gauge Merkel silvercastlekennels@netzero.net
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Thanks for reading the Feb/March 2010 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News. Thanks advertisers for supporting us so we can bring you this is-
sue of Bird Dog & Retriever News.

We continue to broaden our readership of Bird Dog & Retriever News 
by adding Twitter, Facebook, Blogs and other means. We continue to add 
more content that we have gotten by our work on Canine Today and our 
Hunter Angler Websites. We are working on a number more breed specific 
websites again getting us seen by more people.

In this issue Bill Hanus writes about I (love) small shot, Dave Duffey 
writes about Avoiding Dumb Clucks. David Krassler talks about Mas-
tering The Blind Retrieve. Bethann Roettger  penned a great article she 
called Another Medical Mystery? Joseph Healy takes an expert from his 
book Training A Young Pointer to teach us all How Experts Developed 
My Bird Dog. IN addition we have the latest news from the states and all 
the organizations for a fun and educational read.

Thanks much see you in the field,

 Dennis Guldan

Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever News
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Feedback
e-mail  publisher@bird-dog-news.com

D&S Harley Girl SH  x  White Oak’s Ready to Rumble  JH
Litter born January 26 picture taken on March 14

Photo by Debra S. Mengel, Kutztown, PA

Send in your photos and letters

Hunter Safety
Dennis I have noticed 

you and your wife are both 
Hunter Safety instructors. I 
have been thinking about 
doing that and giving back 
to our sport as you have 
suggested. How does one 
become an instructor? Gerry 
H. Madison WI

Gerry, contact your lo-
cal Department of Natural 
Resource office. In Minne-
sota they have a handful of 
instructor classes each year. 
Mine was held at Gander 
Mountain and lasted less 
then an hour. Ellen and Ron 
went for about a three hour 
class. There is no test and it 
does not cost anything. Basi-
cally just sign-up and show 
up and you are an instruc-
tor. Then find a group that 
is already teaching and help 
out. That is what Ellen and I 
did. Dennis G
 

Dennis, I really enjoy 
Bird Dog & Retriever News. 
I mention Bird Dog & Re-
triever News whenever I pa-
tronize any advertiser I see 
in the magazine and thank 
them for advertising here. 
Best Wishes, Virgil Myland, 
Edina, MN

Thank you every little bit 
helps. Without our advertis-
ers we could not bring the 
great magazine we do. It 
never hurts to drop a nice 
line. Dennis G



We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

February/March 2010                                        Now in our eighteenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

What’s New

EMT® Spray
EMT Spray, the newest ad-

dition to the EMT Gel line of 
products is an easily applied, 
non-stinging spray with Bitrex™ 
(an extremely bitter substance) 
that produces rapid healing while 
discouraging biting and licking of 
wounds.

 EMT spray contains the same 
collagen as EMT Gel and is effec-
tive for many types of wounds 
and skin problems including: hot 
spots, first and second degree 
burns, foot pad injuries, cuts, abra-
sions and flesh tears.

 EMT Spray can be used on any 
animal and the collagen is natural 
to the body.

Price 1 oz. bottle $13.50

For more information contact 
Trophy Animal Health Care 8809 
Ely Rd, Pensacola, FL 32514  or 
800-336-7087 or their website at 
www.trophyanimalcare.com

Mountain Rope Dog 
Leads

 

These authen-
tic climbing-rope 
l e a d s  f e a t u re 
‘Ease Around’ – a 
special clasp mak-
ing it easy to tie 
around any pole-
like object with-
out ‘releasing the 
hound’. (Great 
for running into 
the post office or 
grabbing your 
morning coffee). 
The solid brass 
clasp won’t rust 
or chip – mak-
ing this one of 
the most durable, 
long lasting leads 
you can buy.

• authentic climbing rope (man-
go is reflective)
• quick tie without ‘releasing 
the hound’
• can also clip in half to create 
a 3 ft lead
• solid brass clasp
• mountains of wags
mountain rope dog leads
 

6 ft - 30.00 
6 ft reflective  $34.00

 
866-726-WAGS

www.tailwags.com

Jerk-Ease
The “Jerk-Ease” leash at-

tachment is a short elastic 
coupling that fastens between 
a dog’s collar and leash, and 
absorbs the shock of sudden 
jerks on the leash. It works with 
all types of collars and har-
nesses and  all types of leashes 
(including retractable leashes 
and jogging tethers). 

Small (up to 20 pounds) $11.99
Medium ( <60 pounds) $13.99 
Large (up to 110 pounds) 
$15.99 

Add $2, $3, $4 for larges for 
shipping

The “Jerk-Ease” comes with 
an unconditional thirty-day 
money-back guarantee. We 
make every effort to process 
and ship orders the same day 
they are received. If no color 
preference is specified, we will 
send black.

Vanex Industries, LLC
Dept. JE-1

P.O. Box 22816
Seattle, WA, 98122

206 -860-0455

www.jerk-ease.com
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Do you have a new product for our new products section?
 Send us the product and 100 words of explanation.

Furminator
“Since prevention is the best 

cure, take a close look at the 
FURminator deShedding Tool. 
FURminator received paws up 
from the test dogs. This patented 
tool utilizes a unique blade that 
removes dead undercoat and 
loose hair while leaving the 
topcoat alone. It features a 1 1/3-
inch wide blade with fine 1/8-
inch teeth. This tool removes an 
amazing amount of fur easily.

FURminator ’s soft ergo-
nomically-designed gripping 
ridges make it comfortable 
to hold. Some test dogs who 
normally don’t enjoy being 
brushed, tolerated the FURmi-
nator for a much longer period. 
Some even purred. This tool’s 
short teeth avoid the risk of 
scratching sensitive skin.” 

FURminator Inc.
1638 Headland Drive
Fenton, MO 63026

888-283-1620

www.furminator.com

Blade GTX Realtree® 
APG™ Hunting Boots

The new Blade GTX hunting 
boot series is designed specifi-
cally with the active, early season 
hunter in mind. The 8.5 inch 
Blade’s low-lug outsole is built on 
the lightweight TERRA FORCE™ 
X Lite platform and perfect for all-
day off-trail stalking while provid-
ing support. A GORE-TEX® liner 
provides the ultimate in breath-
able, waterproof protection while 
a full-grain leather and 1000 De-
nier nylon upper shields you from 
the elements. The athletic fit and 
design of the Blade offers comfort 
and cushioning to maximize your 
time in the field.

• 1000 Denier nylon upper mate-
rial is extremely resistant to abra-
sions, tears, and scuffs, improves 
breathability, and dries quickly.

• 8.5” of support.

• Extremely lightweight at 48 oz.

 $160.00  | Style No. 42262

(503) 251-1111

www.danner.com

K9 BlueLite® Single 
Dose

10gm. packet (12/box) 60079-185

Formulated with extra sodium 
and potassium to restore lost 
electroloytes to dogs to extend 
performance and help reduce 
muscle soreness.  The same great 
product available in other sizes, 
now available in convenient sin-
gle-dose packets.  Simply mix 
packet contents with water.  Ideal 
for use in competition and hunting 
situations.

Formulated with extra sodium 
and potassium to restore lost 
electroloytes to dogs to extend 
performance and help reduce 
muscle soreness.  The same great 
product available in other sizes, 
now available in convenient sin-
gle-dose packets.  Simply mix 
packet contents with water.  Ideal 
for use in competition and hunting 
situations.

Price: $13.00 877-466-6455 

www.techmixinc.com
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Training

Mastering The Blind 
By David Krassler

Well, so far you have been 
focusing your spaniel on the two 
pieces of the puzzle that are re-
quired in constructing a blind 
retrieve:  “lining and casting.”  
This month we will start to put the 
two pieces of the puzzle together.  
Hopefully you have developed 
good attitude on the lining and 
casting drills.  Your spaniel now is 
kicking up some dust when he is 
sent on the “back” command.

Before I begin this month’s 
lesson, let’s do a quick review of 
what our spaniels have learned.  
They now can perform the three-
handed casting drill “cold,” with 
95% success.  We expect the same 
in the lining drills during the 
“pattern blinds.”  They are also 
capable of running a selected line 
“cold” with the same success rate.  
It will be nearly impossible to get 
a consistent 100% success rate on 
all drills every day.  There are too 
many environmental issues that 
can arise.  If our spaniels are 90% 
successful in these exercises, then 
it is time to put things together and 
move forward.

Let’s get right to the fun part 
of schooling:  the blind retrieve!  
We are going to use the same area 
that you have previously used for 
the eight legged pattern blind.  We 
want to have the pattern blind set 
up exactly as it was when you were 
introducing the dog to lining.

Set out your dummies ahead 
of time, because we are going to 
start this drill cold.  Choose a line 
to run.  Using the proper wind 
direction to assist your spaniel 
in being successful, I would start 
this drill on a 100-yard line to the 
dummy pile.

Line up your spaniel, and 
send him for a retrieve from the 
dummy pile.  Line him again and 
send him back to the same pile.  
When the dog is approximately 
halfway to the pile, stop him with 
your whistle.  Naturally, he should 
immediately, turn and “hup,” fac-
ing you.  Set yourself in the prayer 
position.  Count to three, and then 
cast him on with a hand signal and 
a verbal “back” command.  We 
want the dog to understand from 

the outset that it will occasionally 
be stopped while taking an initial 
line.  My recommendation is to 
stop the spaniel on one out of four 
casts.

Most spaniels will stop and 
take the “back” command without 
loosing stride.  However, there 
are some that will just sit there 
refusing to cast back.  In this case, 
simply move up as close as you 
need to your spaniel.  Give another 
back cast.  Often this reinforce-
ment through proximity will be 
enough to encourage your student 
to go back.  For some, you may 
need to throw a dummy to the pile 
to convince the dog to continue 
his line.

A word of caution.  Be careful 
that you do not stop the dog too of-
ten while running pattern blinds.  
This will cause the spaniel to begin 
“popping.”  What is “popping?”  
This is when a spaniel will stop, 
turn to the handler, and look for 
direction as to which way to go.  
Dogs who “pop” do this without 
a whistle or verbal command.  It 
is a highly undesirable habit, and 
is penalized in field events.  “Pop-
ping” has two common causes. 
The first occurs when the animal is 
stopped too often on its initial line.  
The spaniel will start to anticipate 
the stop command, and beat you 
to the whistle!  This also will cause 
them to loose their desire and at-
titude on taking and running the 
initial line.

The second cause of popping 
occurs when the spaniel is stopped 
and cast too often.  The handler 
fails to give the dog enough inde-
pendence to hunt his bird.  This 
makes the spaniel stop and look 
for direction (or reaffirmation) 
from the handler while questing 
game.  In either case, the dog has 
lost his independence, and will 
not hunt for the bird through its 
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scent cone.  This is highly undesirable.  We want 
confident, intelligent, bold spaniels.

You want to continue the drill through all of 
the other legs on the pattern.  Stop your student 
at random lengths while taking the initial line.  
Teach the dog to stop and face you in all differ-
ent wind directions.  Be sure to continue driving 
the dog all the way through to the same dummy 
pile several times to maintain good attitude on 
running the line.

Once this is learned, we will transition to 
a related drill.  Line the spaniel to a 100-yard 
pile, using the same initial line throughout our 
session.  Stop the dog at the 60-yard mark and 
give him a left or right hand “over” cast.  We 
want him to pick up a dummy from the adjoin-
ing line that has dummies set out at the 60-yard 
mark.  Like many drills, it is best to begin this 
session by sending the spaniel into the wind.  
The spaniel’s nose will pick up the scent from 
the dummy pile.

Continue to drill this in every different wind 
direction.  Cast the dog back, left and right with 
the “over” command.  Move up to help the dog 
when you are given a cast refusal.  Remember 
you are teaching them to leave their initial line 
and take an over cast until they find the blind 
bird.  You can even use an initial 60-yard line, stop 
them half way and cast them “over” to a 100-yard 
line then cast “back” to the dummy pile. 

However you must maintain and teach them 
that the initial line, if taken properly, is the right 
line to take to the blind bird.  So drill this more 
often than stopping and casting.  We are only 
going to handle them if they drift off line and/
or to get them on the right side of the wind.  We 
are very close to running cold blinds.

While teaching this part of handling, be 
very careful and don’t be too harsh on your 
reprimand.  This will cause them to freeze up.  
You will start getting a lot of  “no goes” and cast 
refusals.  This is a very technical drill.  However, 
it also must be fun for you and, most importantly, 
your spaniel.  Next month we do the real thing 
and run a cold blind. 


